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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Pre-Service Music   
 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn   “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” (sts. 1, 4 & 5) Hymn 466 
([10:45]Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, 
Even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

 
refrain 

Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; 
Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 

“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; 
He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; 
Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain 

 
Christ has arisen; He sets us free; 

Alleluia, to Him praises be. 
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain 

 
 *The Invocation, Confession and Absolution Page 151 
Vicar: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Vicar: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Vicar: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
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ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Vicar: Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

The Hymn of Praise    “This Is the Feast”   Page 155 
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*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day  
Vicar: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Vicar: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine, and we are the 

branches. Apart from You there is no life. By Baptism,  You have grafted 
us into Your gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us 
fruitful to the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
The First Reading  Acts 8:26-40 
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road - the desert road 
- that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27So he started out, and on his way he 
met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 30Then 
Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31“How can I,” he said, 
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. 32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a 
sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak 
of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked 
Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?” 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 36As they traveled along the road, they came to some 
water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 
38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water and Philip baptized him.  39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not 
see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, appeared at 
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea. 
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Second Reading  1 John 4:1-11, ESV 
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in 
the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, 
for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the 
world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We 
are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem “The Gift of Love” arr. L. Larson 
  (Vocal Duet)  

 
*The Holy Gospel  John 15:1-8 
Vicar: The Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in 
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that 
it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 
in me. 5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, 
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not 
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my 
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words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to 
my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 

 
Vicar: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn   “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”  Hymn 706 
 (Sung to alternate tune: RATHBURN) 
 

Love in Christ is strong and living, 
Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 
May His will in us be done. 

 
Love is patient and forbearing, 

Clothed in Christ’s humility, 
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

Reaching out in charity. 
 

Love in Christ abides forever, 
Fainting not when ills attend; 
Love, forgiving and forgiven, 
Shall endure until life’s end. 

 
The Sermon “Beloved, Be Lovin’” 1 John 4:7-11 

 
*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
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   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Vicar: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*The Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn    “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” (sts. 1, 3 & 4) Hymn 474 
 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! 

Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain 
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  Refrain 
Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

Jesus the vine, We are the branches; 
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 

 
Weeping, be gone; Sorrow, be silent: 

Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” 

Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 
 

*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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