Christmas Eve 2020
8:00 PM Worship

For unto you is born this day
in the city of David,

a Savior,
which is

Christ the Lord.
Grace Lutheran Church
327 Avenue C, SE
Winter Haven, FL 33880
(863) 293-8447 www.glwh.org

Notes on Tonight’s Worship
As you enter, you join with those who have worshipped the Savior on Christmas
Eve throughout the last 2000 years. You are encouraged to keep silent, listen to
the music letting it touch your heart, open your mind, and prepare your spirit for
worship with sincere prayer from your heart to your Savior. This particular worship
service includes ancient elements of Christian worship: chants, readings, prayers,
carols, communion, and various instruments. It encourages us to ponder the
wonder and significance of this holy night so long and worship our Savior
personally with all of our heart, mind, strength and soul.

WE LOVE CHILDREN! We have a staffed nursery for infants through age 3, out the
double doors of the sanctuary by lectern (front left) and from patio on right, next
to Trinity Hall. Your children are always welcome to remain with you for the
service or with the attendant in the nursery. If you are unfamiliar with Grace
Lutheran Church, an usher will be happy to direct you.
To think about—Who would have thought that Almighty God would come
down to us—born as a tiny babe in a forgotten town and laid in an animal’s
manger? That baby, that Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is here tonight. Meet Him
as He comes to you in worship through His Holy Word and life-giving
Sacrament.
Offerings: Offering plates are located in the Narthex as you enter and up front
before the altar steps. Please place offerings and communication or prayer
request cards in the offering places before or after service begins. Envelopes for
confidential giving are located in the pews.
Candles: Real fire! When lights are passed from candle to candle during the
singing of Silent Night, remember to never tip a burning candle—only the unlit
candle should be tipped to receive the flame. After singing, please gently
extinguish candles for a time of silence.
A Prayer Before Worship on Christmas Eve
God our Father, on this night You sent Your Son into our broken world as a
vulnerable infant. Angels glorified You and shepherds rejoiced in Your coming.
Draw us together to rejoice tonight in the salvation You graciously offer us
through a child born in a manger. Bring us like the angels to sing Your glory, like
the shepherds to tell it on the mountains, and like Mary to keep pondering the
wonder of it all; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2020
8:00 PM
(The *indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

THE WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
(Cantor will sing verse, congregation will sing refrain.)

Hymn 357

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Refrain
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Pastor:

In asking the Lord to come to us, it is proper that we confess our sins
before God that He may remove their guilt and condemnation as only He
can do. For in sincere repentance, which is admitting our faults, believing
God forgives us, and striving to walk in His holy ways, our hearts are
cleansed. Our confidence is not in our own actions but solely in the
mercy and grace of Almighty God. Out of His own unconditional love for
us, God sent His Son to be our Eternal Savior and that Savior comes to us
again tonight. Therefore, let us humbly confess our sins and receive His
grace.

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Almighty God our Merciful Father,
We humbly bow before You filled with awe on this night at Your great
love for us. We know we are unworthy of such love because of our
sins in thought, word, and deed. Yet in the midst of our failings, You
have given us the gift of Your only Son. For His sake we ask
forgiveness. Fill us again this night with Your Holy Spirit and
strengthen our faith that we may live in this world as true brothers
and sisters of Christ Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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Pastor:

People:

Upon the confession of your sins, I bring you good tidings of great joy!
Christ was born on our earth to give us Christmas peace! Christ died on
the cross and rose again to give us eternal peace! Bearing this news, as
a servant of the Christ Child, I announce to you God’s grace and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all of
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Hymn 379
(Turn to face the Processional Cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels: Refrain
Refrain: O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest: Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

*THE VERSICLES: Jeremiah 32:17-19, 26-27; Luke 1:35, 37-38
Pastor:

When Jeremiah hoped for a Savior to save God’s people Israel and
even all of mankind, he prayed to God these words: “Ah, Sovereign
LORD, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power
and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for You. You show love to
thousands but bring the punishment for the fathers’ sins into the laps
of their children after them. O great and powerful God, whose name is
the LORD almighty,
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People:

O Lord, great are Your purposes and mighty are Your deeds. Your eyes
are open to all the ways of men; You reward everyone according to
his conduct and as his deeds deserve.

Pastor:

Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: “I am the LORD, the God
of all mankind. Is anything too hard for Me?

People:

When Mary wondered how she would be the one to give birth to the
Savior, even though she was still a virgin, the angel answered her:

Pastor:

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. ...For nothing is impossible with God.”

People:

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you
have said.”

(Please be seated.)

THE ANTHEM

“It Was a Starry Night”
(Mixed Quartet)

D. Huntsinger

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Lector:
People:

Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
14

Lector:
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

THE EPISTLE READING

Ephesians 3:16-21
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have
16
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power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20Now to him
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE ANTHEM
Pastor:
People:

“The First Noel”
(Vocal Solo)

arr. L. Larson

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-20 KJV
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 2(And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3And all went to be taxed, every one into
his own city. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem (because he was of
the house and lineage of David), 5to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child. 6And so it was that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. 7And she brought forth her first-born
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because
there was no room for them in the inn. 8And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them, and they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, “Fear not:
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For
unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
12
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14”Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men.” 15And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the
Lord had made known unto us.” 16And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18And all they
1

4

that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
19
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

*THE CAROL

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Hymn 368

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

THE MEDITATION

Luke 2:1-20
“When the World Outside is Frightful, the Grace of God is So Delightful”

THE SONG

“O Holy Night”
arr. D. Shipps
(Vocal Solo with Grace Chorale and Christmas Brass)

*A CHRISTMAS CONFESSION OF FAITH - Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
5

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*THE SONG

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
(sts. 1 & 3)

Hymn 361

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
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*THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTMAS
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Heavenly Father, in the midst of these darkened nights, may we never
lose sight of the gift that You gave us on that first Christmas night. In
Christ Jesus, You have saved us from our sins, given as an eternal
healing from every virus and each disease, removed from us the curse
of death and brought life and immortality to light.
May faith in the Christ Child be born again in each of us tonight. May
Your Spirit cast out our sin and enter in and renew us to live as Your
true sons and daughters until we are finally home with You.
Lord Jesus Christ, in love for us You left Your heavenly throne, came
down to us, was born upon this earth, laid in a humble manger and
endured all the trials of daily life. Thank You for dwelling among us,
being raised in a family like ours, walking the streets of our villages and
doing it all in perfect righteousness.
As families and friends gather in houses of worship this evening,
digitally and in person, fill the hearts of Your people so that Your love
dwells in our homes, Your grace is raised in our families, and Your
peace is shared in our communities.
O Prince of Peace, in Your mercy remember those serving in the Armed
Forces who are far from home this night and be with their families
here at home. Guide our government leaders to steadfastly work for
justice and freedom for all people.
Bless those who enforce the law and those who obey the law with
grateful cooperation, respect and protection.
During this holy season of the year, remember in Your mercy, O Lord,
all of those who are lonely and isolated as well as those who are
neglected or forgotten. Encourage all who despair, comfort the
grieving, give strength to the weak and enlighten the lost. All of this we
ask through the Name of our Savior You have given us, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

*THE SONG

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (stanza 4)
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
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Hymn 361

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (Please be seated)
Pastor:

Advent has passed, Christmas has come. We light the Christ Candle to
remind us that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.” (John 8:12) We share that light from the Christ candle one to
another this evening and every day of our lives. “For God who said,
‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made His Light shine in our hearts to
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)
“Silent Night, Holy Night!”

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
(The candles are extinguished.)

A TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION

*THE BENEDICTION
Leader:

People:

May the Almighty and Merciful God,
Who gives you the gift of Himself at Christmas
Comfort you with eternal peace
Fill you with unconditional love
And inspire you with unending joy
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen! Glory to God in the highest!
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*THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Pastor:
People:

Go in Christmas peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE POSTLUDE
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Grace Lutheran Church
2020 Schedule of Holiday Services

December 24 - Christmas Eve
4:00 PM - Family Worship
6:00 PM - Family Worship
7:30 PM - Music for the Holy Night

8:00 PM - Candlelight Worship Service
10:30 PM - Music for the Holy Night

11:00 PM - Candlelight Worship Service *

December 25 - Christmas Day *
10:00 AM - Worship Service

December 31 - New Year's Eve
7:00 PM - Worship Service
* indicates services with Holy Communion

