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Tonight’s Worship 

 
Our life is a journey and each year has its own travels. 

 
This Order of Worship is a guide to help you look back upstream and reflect upon the previous 
year. What blessings did you encounter? What “bends” did the Lord take you around? What 
did He show you beyond the bend that you didn’t know you would see? Where did you try to 
get out of the current He had you in? How did His splashes get you back in His current?  
 
At various points, stop and jot down a few thoughts that come to your mind and give thanks 
to God for bringing you thus far on your journey. 
 
This Order of Worship is also a guide to help you look ahead and down the stream before  
you. What bends are blocking your view? What will you encounter? What are you hoping for? 
What plans and goals do you have for your journey down the stream? Do you have any fears 
or concerns about your future? Pause at some points and write down your thoughts and give 
them over to God in prayer. Feel free to use this Order of Worship in your own personal 
devotions. 

 
“Jesus Savior pilot me over life’s tempestuous sea!” 
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Welcome, Theme, and Invocation 
 
*Opening Hymn “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”  Hymn 899 

 
Across the sky the shades of night, this New Year’s Eve are fleeting.  

We deck Your altar, Lord, with light, In solemn worship meeting;  
And as the year’s last hours go by, We raise to You our earnest cry,  

Once more Your love entreating.    
 

Before the cross subdued we bow, To You our prayer addressing, 
Recounting all Your mercies now, And all our sins confessing; 

Beseeching You this coming year To keep us in Your faith and fear 
And crown us with Your blessing. 

 
We gather up in this brief hour The mem’ry of Your mercies:  

Your wondrous goodness, love, and pow’r Our grateful song rehearses;  
For You have been our strength and stay in many a dark and dreary day 

Of sorrow and reverses.  
 

Then, gracious God, in years to come, We pray Your hand may guide us,  
And, onward through our journey home, Your mercy walk beside us.   

Until at last our ransomed life Is safe from peril, toil, and strife  
When heav’n itself shall hide us. 

 
(Please be seated.) 
 

The Stream Behind 
Thanksgiving for Places on Your Every-Day Stream 

 
Pastor:   Gracious God, You are the Creator of the whole world. We thank You for all of 

the places You have given to us: 
 For our homes and dwelling places...  
People:   Jesus said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has 

done for you, and how He has had mercy on you.” (Mark 5:19) 
 
Pastor:   For our places of work...  
People:   A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in 

his work. (Ecclesiastes 2:24) 
 
Pastor:   For the schools and places in which we learn... 
People:   Paul took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall 

of Tyrannus. (Acts 19:9) 
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Pastor:   For this sanctuary as well as livestream options and all sorts of places where 
fellow believers gather to worship You... 

People: I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1) 

 
Pastor:   For places from which we order and purchase food, clothing, and other 

necessary goods... 
People: He makes grass grow for the cattle and plants for man to cultivate -- 

bringing forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil 
to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart. (Psalm 104:14-15) 

 
Pastor:   For places of recreation, rest, and leisure... 
People:   Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, 

for it is now that God favors what you do. (Ecclesiastes 9:7) 
 
Pastor:   For the homes of friends and family who are dear to us... 
People: Come home with me and have something to eat. (1 Kings 13:7) 
 
Pastor: For these and all other places in our lives, we give thanks to You, Lord. Help 

us be mindful stewards, recognizing that each of these locations and facilities 
is a gift from You. 

 
(pause for reflection) 

 
Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God”  Hymn 895 
 

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hand and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love and still is ours today. 

 
Thanksgiving for Special Excursions on the Stream 

 
Pastor:   Christ Jesus, You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. We are grateful to You 

for being present with us as we journey on our stream of life. 
 For journeys to new and unfamiliar destinations... 
People:   As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the saints in Lydda.  
 (Acts 9:32) 
 
Pastor:   For the beauty we encounter in the countless scenes of creation... 
People:   In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him. 

The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land. (Psalm 95:4-5) 
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Pastor: For trips to places where we can celebrate, relax, and have fun... 
People: Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.  
 (Luke 2:41) 
 
Pastor:   For visits to hometowns, the homes of relatives, and communities filled with 

memories... 
People: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. (Luke 2:4) 

 
Pastor: For these and the many streams we travel, we thank You, Lord. Remind us of 

Your promise to always be with us while we are going, and that You have 
already arrived at each destination that is still ahead for us. 

 
(pause for reflection) 

 
Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth Over and around us lies: 
Christ, our Lord, to You we raise This our sacrifice of praise. 

 
For the wonder of each hour Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, Sun and moon and stars of light: 
Christ, our Lord, to You we raise This our sacrifice of praise. 

 
Praise for Special Events 

 
Pastor:   Holy Spirit, You tirelessly endeavor to call, gather, enlighten, and sustain Your 

people. We praise You with the Father and the Son that Your divine hand is 
upon each occasion in our lives: 

 For birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, baptisms, confirmations and 
reunions... 

People:   This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   For the blessing of gladness on every happy day... 
People: For You make me glad by Your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works of 

Your hands. (Psalm 92:4) 
 
Pastor:   For the blessing of God’s care through times of hardship and sorrow... 
People:   For great is Your love toward me; You have delivered me. (Psalm 86:13) 
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Pastor:   For the kindness we receive from people God places in our lives at just the 
right time... 

People:   But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and 
took care of him. (Luke 10:33-34) 

 
Pastor:   For new, remembered, and life-long friendships... 
People:   If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and 

has no one to help him up! (Ecclesiastes 4:10) 
 
Pastor:  For experiences and companions who help us learn important lessons... 
People: I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I 

saw.  (Proverbs 24:32) 
 
Pastor:   For the ways prayers are answered according to perfect wisdom and grace... 
People: The LORD has heard my cry for mercy; the LORD accepts my prayer. (Psalm 6:9) 
 
Pastor: For all the events in our lives, we praise You, God. Give us eyes of faith to see how 

every occasion points to You. 
 

(pause for reflection) 
 

Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  Hymn 842 
 

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
 

Forgiveness for Sinful Events on Your Road 
 
Pastor:   Merciful Lord, You are holy. Even though You dwell within us, much of what 

we think, do, and say is not holy. We confess to You that we daily fall short of 
perfectly keeping Your will and ask, for the sake of Jesus, that You would 
forgive us:  
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 For the malicious thoughts we develop in our minds... 
People:   I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 

judgment.  (Matthew 5:22) 
 
Pastor:   For the harmful words we formulate with our tongues...  
People:   With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 

people, who have been made in God’s likeness. My brothers and sisters, 
this should not be. (James 3:9-10) 

 
Pastor:   For the cruel behaviors we enact with our bodies... 
People:   If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with You 

there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. (Psalm 130:3-4) 
 
Pastor:   For the promises we made but failed to keep... 
People:   The LORD is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.  
 (Psalm 145:13) 
 
Pastor:   For the times we missed an opportunity to care for someone in need of 

mercy... 
People: “Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 

clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?” He will reply, “I tell you 
the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not 
do for Me.” (Matthew 25:44-45) 

 
Pastor:   For the ways we have damaged relationships... 
People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against You, 

You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are 
proved right when You speak and justified when You judge. (Psalm 51:3-4)   

 
Pastor: For each attempt we have made to hide our sins from God and people... 
People: Then I acknowledged my sin to You and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the LORD”-- and You forgave the guilt of my sin. 
(Psalm 32:5) 

 
Pastor: Lord, for all the ways we have broken Your holy law, we need You to save us. 

Look upon us in mercy and cover us with the robe of Your own righteousness. 
 

(pause for reflection) 
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Hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”  Hymn 606 
 

I lay my sin on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

 
I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 
 

Pronouncement of Forgiveness 
Pastor: Children of God, your Father in heaven has heard your prayers and has 

already done everything necessary to forgive your sins. He has given His Son 
Jesus to live, die, and rise for you. For His sake, God forgives all your 
transgressions. As a servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen! 
 
(Please rise) 
 

The Stream Right Now 
Meeting with God in the Present Moment 

 
Pastor: Mighty God, You have created us to know You and to be known by You. Teach 

us to believe and proclaim the truths You have revealed to us in Your holy 
Word; 

 God, You are alive and actively reigning over all creation... 
People:   “For He is the living God and He endures forever; His kingdom will not be 

destroyed, His dominion will never end. He rescues and He saves; He 
performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth.”  

 (Daniel 6:26-27) 
 
Pastor:   You are the Creator of all things who also made us and continues to care for 

us... 
People:   For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s 

womb. You know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from 
afar.  (Psalm 139:13, 2) 
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Pastor:   You are the one true God who has shown us Yourself in Your Son, Jesus 
Christ... 

People: In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His 
Son…The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided 
purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 
Pastor:   You listen to our prayers... 
People:   Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. (Isaiah 65:24) 
 
Pastor:   You love for us to call upon You in all circumstances... 
People:   O Lord, hear my voice. Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. (Psalm 130:2) 
 
Pastor:   You desire for us to listen for Your answer by reading the Scriptures... 
People:   I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I put my hope.  (Psalm 130:5) 
 
Pastor: You give us far more and far better than we deserve to receive from You... 
People:   The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 1:14) 
 

Pastor:   You are the source of every good thing... 
People:   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 23:6) 
 
Pastor:   You hold us and encourage us to cling to You... 
People:   May Your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in 

You. (Psalm 33:22) 
 
Pastor:  You are leading us... 
People:   He calls His own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:3) 
 
Pastor:   You call us to follow You...  
People:   “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At 

once they left their nets and followed him. (Mark 1:17-18) 
 
Pastor: Wherever two or three are gathered in Your name, You have promised to be 

in their midst. Thank You for keeping Your promise; You are present now, in 
this place. 

 
(pause for reflection) 
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*Hymn  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  Hymn 733 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 
A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 
 

Thy word commands our flesh to dust: “Return, ye sons of men!” 
All nations rose from earth at first And turn to earth again. 

 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

Like flow’ry fields the nations stand, Pleased with the morning light; 
The flow’rs beneath the mower’s hand Lie with’ring ere ’tis night. 

 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

The Stream Ahead 
Things Down the Stream You Are Looking Forward To  

 
Pastor:   Jesus, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. You 

alone are our true source of hope and joy. We thank You for the abundant 
blessings we anticipate receiving from Your generous hand: 

 
Pastor: Celebrating a special event together with friends and family... 
People:  Bring the fattened calf and butcher it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  
 (Luke 15:23) 
 
Pastor:   The satisfaction of completing a difficult goal or project... 
People:   So Solomon built the temple and completed it. (1 Kings 6:14) 

9 



Pastor:   Traveling to an exciting location... 
People:   Paul said, “I will go to Spain and visit you on the way.” (Romans 15:28) 
 
Pastor:  Visiting a close friend or relative... 
People: I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. 

Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy 
may be complete. (2 John 1:12) 

 
Pastor:   Resting and enjoying God’s gifts... 
People:   I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a person 

under the sun than to eat and drink and be merry. (Ecclesiastes 8:15) 
 
Pastor: Jesus, You have come that we might have abundant life. Make us aware that 

You are our greatest treasure each time we enjoy one of Your gifts. 
 

(pause for reflection) 
 

Things Down the Stream You May Be Fearful or Anxious About 
 
Pastor:  Jesus, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. With 

Your never-ending and perfect love, cast out every source of fear or anxiety 
within us: An upcoming test or examination... 

People:   When I am afraid, I will trust in You. (Psalm 56:3) 
 
Pastor:   A risk that could bring about great consequences... 
People: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your 
paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 
Pastor:   The status of your health, a change in your body, an illness, or the process of 

aging... 
People:   O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony. (Psalm 6:2)  “Even to your old 

age and gray hairs I am He, I am He who will sustain you.” (Isaiah 46:4) 
 
Pastor:   A potential relocation... 
People:   For I have put my trust in You, show me the way I should go. (Psalm 143:8)  
 
Pastor:   An unforeseen change in occupation... 
People:   Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; may Your good Spirit lead me 

on level ground. (Psalm 143:10) 
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Pastor:   An uncertain financial circumstance... 
People:   And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in 

Christ Jesus. (Philemon 4:19) 
 
Pastor:   Something that impacts your ability to work or find employment... 
People:   May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our 

hands for us--yes, establish the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:17) 
 
Pastor:   A strained, broken, or hardened relationship... 
People: Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 

against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13) 
 
Pastor:   The future of someone dear to you... 
People: Job prayed for his friends. (Job 42:10) 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, free us from the grip of fear. Cause us to focus not on 

ourselves, but on You and Your powerful love that never fails. Guard our 
hearts and minds with Your peace that surpasses human understanding. 

 
(pause for reflection) 

 
Hymn “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”  Hymn 715 

(vv. 1 & 3) 
 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 

Chart and compass come from Thee. Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

When at last I near the shore And the fearful breakers roar 
Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while leaning on the Thy breast, 

May I hear Thee say to me, “Fear not, I will pilot thee.” 
 

Things You Want to Do and Need God’s Help 
 to Do on Your Stream Ahead 

 
Pastor:  Jesus, You have promised to send us an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will 

help us and be with us forever. Come alongside us as we strive to live 
according to Your truth in the following ways: Taking better care of our 
physical fitness through healthy exercise and nutrition… 

People:   Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
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whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought 
at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

  
Pastor:   Taking better care of our spiritual health through regular prayer, worship, and 

service to others… 
People:   Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 (1 Peter 3:18) 
  
Pastor:   Taking better care of our mental wellbeing by reading, interacting, and 

learning more… 
People:   Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, the person who gains understanding.  

(Proverbs 3:13) 
  
Pastor:   Taking better care of our emotional health through consistent rest and well-

placed trust… 
People:   Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) 
  
Pastor:   Taking better care of what God has entrusted to us by using and managing 

our gifts with godly wisdom… 
People: Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. (Matthew 25:21) 
  
Pastor:   Taking better care of people who depend on us by supporting, teaching, and 

caring for them…  
People:   Solomon prayed, “O LORD, I … do not know how to carry out my duties. So 

give Your servant a discerning heart to govern Your people and to 
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great 
people of Yours?” (1 Kings 3:7-9) 

  
Pastor:   Taking better care of our finances through thoughtful generosity, budgets, 

plans, and savings… 
People:   After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need. (Luke 15:14) 
  
Pastor:  Taking better care of relationships with friends, family, and companions by 

communicating, loving, giving, and receiving… 
People:   Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 

a harvest if we do not give up. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

 (Galatians 6:9-10) 
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Beginning the Journey 
 
Please take out the “Stream Ahead” postcard included in this worship folder. As the 
music plays write down a few thoughts on your post card. Be sure to self-address it. 
These confidential post cards will be kept and mailed back to you six months from now. 
Won’t it be interesting to see how God has answered your prayers, handled your 
concerns and helped you achieve any goals you want to set?   
 
As you come forward please place your OFFERING in the plate and your “STREAM 
AHEAD” POSTCARD in the basket, offering your hopes, plans, concerns and dreams to 
Him. Feel free to kneel at the communion rail for INDIVIDUAL PRAYER before returning 
to your seat.   
  
The Hymn “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 
 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.” 

 
“When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 

You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.” 
 

“In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 

When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise.” 

 
“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.” 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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*The Benediction 
 

May the road rise to meet you 
May the wind always be at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 
May rains fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again May God hold you  
In the hollow of His hand. 

 
*Closing Hymn  “Christ Be My Leader”  Hymn 861 
 

Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care; 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 
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