
  

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 2, 2022 - 5:00 PM 

Love Our Nation Sunday 
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“Samuel raised an Ebenezer stone to the Lord, ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us”  
1 Samuel 7:12 

 
(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 

 

The Prelude  
 
Welcome  
 
*The Invocation   
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
*The Opening Sentences (Psalm 33:13-16, 18, 22) 
Pastor: From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind; 
People: from His dwelling place He watches all who live on earth—He who 

forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do. 
 
Pastor: No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great 

strength. 
People: But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear Him, on those whose 

hope is in His unfailing love, 
 
Pastor: May Your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, 
People: even as we put our hope in You. 
 
*Opening Hymn    “Christ by Heavenly Hosts Adored”   

(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 
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*The Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: While we are here on this earth, we are called to be good citizens and 

to love our nation, knowing fully that this is a temporary home and 
that we await from our Lord a heavenly citizenship. Too often in our 
earthly lives, we have disobeyed God’s will. We have been unloving to 
our neighbors, disrespectful of our leaders, and quick to judge those of 
different places and times. Let us now humble ourselves before God 
Almighty, asking Him to forgive us and by His Spirit, help us to amend 
our sinful ways.  

 
(Please be seated or kneel for confession.) 
 
Pastor: Gracious God, our Creator and Preserver, 
People: Forgive us for our abuse of the liberty which we too often turned into 

selfishness. Forgive our sinful pride which claims the blessings of this 
land are the work of our hands, rather than the results of Your Grace 
and the ability You give us to work hard and enjoy peace. Forgive us 
when we despise or neglect our leaders, demanding too much of 
them or expecting too little of them. We humbly seek Your 
forgiveness for these and all other failures in our lives and in our 
nation. 

   
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for His sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus , He gives the power to become the children of God, and bestows 
on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord who has begun this good work 
in us grant us grace, to be lights in the darkness of our world.  

People: Amen! 
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*Hymn of Praise         “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”  Hymn 844 
 (vv. 1, 3 & 5) 
 

Lord of all nations, grant me grace To love all people, ev’ry race; 
And in each person may I see My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 

 
Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred By loveless act and thoughtless word. 

Make me to see the wrong I do Will grieve my wounded Lord anew. 
 

With Thine own love may I be filled And by Thy Holy Spirit willed, 
That all I touch, where’er I be, May be divinely touched by Thee. 

 

*Collect of the Day 
Pastor: Almighty God, we give thanks to You today for our nation. Grant that 

we who come to this land from many nations may be a united people. 
Support us in defending our liberties and give to those who are 
entrusted with the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that 
there may be justice and peace. Bless our land with honest business, 
truthful education and an honorable way of life. When times are 
prosperous, fill our hearts with gratitude and in troubled times do not 
let our trust in You fail; 

People: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Old Testament Reading  Joshua 4:1-7 
1When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to 
Joshua,

2“Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3and 
command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the 
Jordan, from the very place where the priests’ feet stood firmly, and bring them 
over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’” 4Then 
Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, 
a man from each tribe. 5And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the 
Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon 
his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6that 
this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do 
those stones mean to you?’ 7then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan 
were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the 
people of Israel a memorial forever.” 

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Second Reading  Romans 13:1-8 
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: 
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, 
except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
*The Holy Gospel  Mark 12:13-17 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap 
him in his talk. 14And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are 
true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by 
appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” 15But, knowing their hypocrisy, he 
said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 
16And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 
this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled 
at him. 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
*Sermon Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Hymn 686 
   

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 
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While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
Oh, that day when freed from sinning, I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry Me to realms of endless day. 

 

The Sermon  
 

Recognition of Those Who Have Served in the Military and 
Government Service  
 
*The Song of Response “God Bless America” Irving Berlin 
   

God bless America, Land that I love, 
Stand beside her, And guide her 

Through the night with a light from above; 
From the mountains, to the prairies,  

To the oceans white with foam, 
God bless America, my home, sweet home. 
God bless America, my home, sweet home.  

 
*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: O Merciful Father, we pray for all nations today but especially this nation 

You have given us to love. Protect our land from danger and instability. 
Grant all public servants the understanding that You work through them 
to care for the people entrusted to them. Guide our President and 
Governor, our federal and state legislators, our county and city 
government officials, and all who serve with them. Abide with our 
military forces keeping our nation safe from outside threats and be with 
law officers who seek to keep our communities safe from crimes inside. 
We pray for these names of those serving now...Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Lord God, You bless Your people with various and unique gifts for the 

good of all. Help us to use them always to Your honor and glory. 
Strengthen us as we live out our Christian vocations, witness to the 
world, and serve our neighbor. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Eternal God, You alone are the source of truth for all peoples of all 

nations. Encourage and sustain all missionaries as they proclaim the 
Gospel. Guide us and all believers to vigorously make known Your holy 
name, to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Gracious God, look in mercy upon the sick, the suffering, and the 

dying. Give comfort and peace to all people and for those whom we 
name before You now and in our hearts...Give them the joy of knowing 
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that despite their earthly problems, You continue to bless them with 
Your merciful presence and will at last bring them to the unspeakable 
joys of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Holy Communion 
 

*Preface Page 177 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and singing: 
  

*Sanctus Page 208 
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*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 210 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Music during the Distribution 
  
 “Before You, Lord, We Bow”  Hymn 966 
  

Before You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, Boundless in pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring In joy and praise, Our hearts we raise To You, our King! 
 

The nation You have blest May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, Protected by Your care. 

For this bright day, For this fair land— Gifts of Your hand — Our thanks we pay. 
 

May ev’ry mountain height, Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, And its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue Be tuned to praise And join to raise A grateful song. 
 

Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship Him alone. 

Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore, And bow before The Crucified. 
 

And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, With joy to sing To heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 
 

  
 
 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  Hymn 842 
 

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
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Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: Here on earth Your will be done. 
  
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen 
*Closing Hymn    “God Bless Our Native Land” Hymn 965 
   

God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night.  

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save By Thy great might. 

 
So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; 

On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, 

To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state! 
 

*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “Earth and All Stars” Keith Kolander 
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