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Last month’s front page article from the pastor concluded: “Called by Christ to discipleship, the disciples went 
on to disciple others. As Jesus prayed for the disciples in the hours before His crucifixion, He continued to 
plant within the disciples’ hearts the seeds of God’s call: ‘I pray for those who will believe in Me through their 
message.’” (John 17:20) 
  
Jesus’ call to disciple others did not imply that the disciples’ own growth in discipleship had been completed. 
The Lord knew each of them had much more growing to do (as do we!). Yet, He had shown the disciples that 
He would work through them to disciple others even as they continued to grow themselves. The Lord had 
shared His glory, His power, His love with His disciples. That enabling power would continue to flow into their 
lives toward others. The same mighty power the Lord Himself relied on for His ministry would be poured out 
on them through His Holy Spirit. They need never doubt their adequacy, their sufficiency, their 
worthiness. All these things came not from themselves but from Him. 
  
Just as Jesus’ first disciples kept growing in His grace, you and I learn to use the spiritual power He has given 
us in the same Spirit. We learn to love as He loves. We learn how to respond under pressure. We learn how 
to rely on the Lord as our Rock when the waves of circumstances come crashing in on our lives. Not 
perfectly. Not always with the consistency we or Jesus would like. But still, we continue in our process of 
spiritual growth. Jesus continues to work with us, to correct us, to mold us, and shape us so that we become 
more and more closely conformed to His image.   
  
Exciting and challenging as that is, our Lord has even more in mind for us! He invites you and me to 
participate in His discipling process of the people whose lives we touch every day. He sends us as His 
ambassadors into their lives to love them, however they are, for their sakes.     
  
Are you and I adequate for this awesome ministry of the Lord? In ourselves, no. Are our talents and abilities 
sufficient? No, not by our own powers, nor will they ever be. But we do not disciple others alone! We do not 
walk into the lives of others alone! The Lord is with us and working through us! Our fellow disciple, the 
Apostle Paul, was inspired to write: “Such confidence we have through Christ before God. Not that we are 
competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has made us 
competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life.”  
  
Think about these things this week as you make disciples – for life!  - Pastor Charles Reich 
  
Excerpts of this article come from a book our faculty is consulting this year by Lutheran School teacher, Jane Fryar, 
“Making Disciples: the Goal of the Christian Teacher”.  
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Get Ready! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming our way! Choosing their own 
books empowers kids and inspires them to become Bolder, Prouder, and 
Stronger Readers. AND—as always—every book they buy earns rewards for 
our school.    
 

The Book Fair will be at Grace Lutheran School,  
in Trinity Hall during the following days and hours: 

 
Sunday, September 11 & September 18 Between Church Services 

Monday – Friday, September 12 – September 16: 
7:30 AM to 8:30 AM and after school 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 
This year, say goodbye to cash and hello to eWallet—your child’s digital 
payment account. Before the Fair, set up eWallet for worry-free, cash-free 
purchases. 
 
If you can’t make it to the Fair, then shop at our school’s Online Book Fair. 
All orders ship directly to your home, and shipping is free for book orders 
over $25. Your online orders will also benefit our school. 
 
Visit our Book Fair homepage to learn more and get started with eWallet and 
online shopping: https://www.scholastic.com/bf/gracelutheranschool9 
 
As always, we depend on your participation to help make the book fair 
successful! You can help by purchasing the books, but you can also help by 
volunteering to assist with the book fair. Please contact Mr. Peterson 
(jpeterson@glwh.org) to sign up to help with the book fair.   
 
The countdown to more book joy is on! Catch you at the Fair! 
 
Happy reading! 

 Grace Lutheran School’s Book Fair 
Book Fair dates: September 11 - 18 

Shopping hours: Sunday: Between Services 
Weekdays: 7:30 - 8:30 AM and 3:00 - 6:00 PM 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/gracelutheranschool9
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New Communion Opportunity 
 

We know there are many who simply cannot meet publicly 
and we are offering opportunities for personal communion 
while one comes to the church and remains in their car in the 
church’s office parking lot (Pastor’s Parking off of Bates 
Ave.) A robed pastor or elder will bring communion to each 
vehicle from the sanctuary altar with Christ’s Words and a 
brief devotion. Please call the church office (M-Th) to 
schedule a time. (Tues, Wed. Thurs afternoons and Wed. 

mornings are especially good.) We are happy to do this.    

Come and join Vicar Sam in an 8-week Bible Study where we’ll dive into one of the most 
obscure books in the Bible — the Prophet Zechariah! A book full of night visions, prophecy, 
encouragement, comfort, and hope for a community of Judeans returning to a desolated 
Jerusalem after being in exile for over 70 years. Often referred to as the Holy Week prophet, 
come and see how the visions that the Lord gave to Zechariah overtook the wandering 
Judeans and settled their hearts in Zion. Showing them that this humble beginning would 
hail the coming of a lowly King, who would fulfill the old covenant and establish an 
unbounded kingdom wholly consecrated to the Lord. 



5 September 2022 

The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us 
GO and bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us 
a call, 293-8447 or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved! 

Jobs for Life will begin a new year after classes 
have been suspended for the last 2 years because 
of Covid-19. Tuesday, September 13, will be the 
first of the 16 classes with Graduation on 
November 8. 
 

Volunteers are needed for this life changing 
experience. We will need prayer partners, 
instructors, and devotional leaders. If you would 
like to volunteer or learn more about Jobs for Life 
please contact Judy Hinsch at (561) 859-1883 or 
Jeff Wittcop (863) 325-6460 for more 
information. This is a very rewarding service 
program which helps our Winter Haven 
Community and reaches out with a faith-based 
instructional program. 

LIFECHOICE Pregnancy Center is in need of our 
assistance. The outside of their facility was 
vandalized by individuals using paint and the 
like. Any financial assistance would be greatly 
appreciated to help cover the unexpected clean-
up cost for this.   
 
WINTER HAVEN MEALS ON WHEELS is looking 
for Drivers for their delivery routes. They will 
work with you and your schedule for work 
times. Contact them at 299-1616. 
 
OUR SOUP KITCHEN TEAM is looking for a leader 
to help one Saturday afternoon/early evening 
every 3 months. The kitchen team are great 
workers; they need a Team Leader. Contact Jeff 
Wittcop in the Church Office at 293-8447 for 
more info. 

Are you a regular visitor with us? Have you been 
worshipping with us and have thought about church 
membership, or are you a school family that is looking 
to find a church home for your family? 
 
Beginning September 14, our Pastors and Vicar will 
begin our Discover Grace Class which provides 
information on who we are at Grace Lutheran Church. 
This class is an informal opportunity for you to learn 
what we practice and believe as Lutheran Christians.  
You will have the option of  asking questions or 
listening to others as they ask about what we believe 
and teach at Grace Lutheran Church and School. 
 
At the end of the 4 weeks of classes, you can decide 
whether or not you would like to join the Membership 
of Grace Lutheran Church. New members will be 
received on Sunday, October 30, at the 10:45 AM 
service.      

Prayer Calendar 

Pray for: 
 
The Mission and the lunches served to fill the body and 
the prayers to touch their soul. 
 
Anchor House Ministry: remember to pray for the 
young men who live there and that they feel assured 
that Christians from all over the community are praying 
for them. 
 
The Papua New Guinea Mission Society and the work 
they do to support missionaries in Papua, New Guinea, 
and the children touched by the Christian education 
taught there. 
 
The Soup Kitchen at First Presbyterian Church and for  
our volunteers for the work they do and the lives they 
touch in service to our God. 



READY, SET, GO! Yes, ladies, it is time to begin another Women’s Ministry year  for opportunities of 
study, service, and fellowship of our group seeking and doing our Lord’s work. We begin by resuming Martha 
Circle meetings beginning Thursday, September 8, at 1:00 PM, in the Luther Room, not Mary Martha. Please 
come and join us for Bible study, discussion of upcoming events for service, and, as always, wonderful 
fellowship. We look forward to seeing you all again! Please invite someone new or reach out to those who 
might have been away for a while. 
 
The last weekend of September, five of our women will be representing our congregation by attending the  
FL-GA District Convention in Tampa, FL. In addition to inspirational  programs and speakers, we will be 
discussing and voting on officers and our list of mission grants for the upcoming year. We ask you to please 
remember this important time in prayer that discussions and decisions will be led and voted according to 
God’s purpose and will. 
 
As other events are planned throughout the year, please always follow Women’s Ministry news in the weekly 
blue pages and each month’s Voice of Grace. Most importantly, please remember in prayer our Women’s 
Ministry along with all other ministries of our church seeking God’s help and His will in all things. 



7 - September 2022 

American Heritage Girls & Trail Life News 

American Heritage Girls and Trail Life had great open houses. The children tried out each of 
the different kinds of badge/branch activities while parents filled out forms for the year. 

It is going to be an amazing year at AHG/TL. We would love to have your kids, grandkids, 
friends, or neighbors join! Share the word about these amazing Christian Scouting troops here 
at Grace. 
  
We also recently had a “Welcome” water party for Vicar Sam and Ms. Rachel. They had just as 
much fun being “big kids” as the little kids did! 



One of the most active groups (1961-present) in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals 
and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month 
for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 

Thursday, September 1 – Join us for a pot luck lunch and musical entertainment 
provided by Jeff Wagy. Gathering time is 11-11:30 AM in Trinity Hall. Devotions 
and announcements at 11:30 and lunch at noon. Entertainment begins at 12:30. 
Fried chicken and drinks are provided. Plan to bring a side dish to share. 
Looking forward to seeing you on the 1st! 

 

Thursday, November 3 Yorktown—The Final Battle…Join us as Anne McCauley, 
dressed in costume, gives us an historical presentation about The Battle at 
Yorktown. Discover fascinating facts about the decisive engagement of the 
American Revolution. Time - 11-11:30 arrival,  Devotions and announcement at 
11:30 AM and lunch at noon. Pot luck... Turkey, stuffing and rolls provided. 

Thursday, October 6 - Pastor Appreciation Luncheon honoring Pastors Reich and 
Moore. ARRIVAL TIME 11:00 –11:30 AM, Trinity Hall. Menu: Italian pasta, salad, 
garlic bread and a special dessert will be provided. If you would like to bring a 
card or a personal note, we’ll collect those upon your arrival. Devotions and 
announcements at 11:30 and lunch at noon. No program/entertainment today. 
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Charitable IRA Distributions  
 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a 
charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include: 

 
• The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on 

AGI, such as: 
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. 

Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable. 
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold 

by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions. 
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and 

married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income. 
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs. 

• The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 
• The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as 

calculated annually based on age and account balances. 
 
The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be 
received by the account owner).  

 

 

Weekly “In-Person” Attendance 
Report 

 
7/24 - 388 8/07 - 402 
7/31 - 357 8/14 - 309 
 8/21 - 329 
 

We are also very thankful for  
our many digital worshipers! 

Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran Income Statement  
Compared to Budget for the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2022 

 
Current Month  

Actual 
Year to Date 

 Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget Variance 

Church:     

Income 81,066.20    1,196,169.66 1,140,373.00        55,796.66 

Expenses 104,538.89      1,060,480.74 1,128,294.00   (67,813.26) 

Net         (23,472.69)     135,688.92 12,079.00      123,609.92 

     

School:     

Income 48,792.94  2,457,161.84 2,417,307.75   39,854.09 

Expenses         225,361.37      2,295,318.47 2,303,499.23     (8,180.76)  

Net (176,568.43)  161,843.37 113,808.52 48,034.85 

     

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:    

Church Investments - Restricted 1,455,813.89    

Church Endowment Fund 1,259,208.19    

School Endowment Fund 1,460,759.19    

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund 128,053.14    

 
Parish Statistics 

 

Weddings 
Jason Varnadore & Magen Hayes  

7/20/22 
 

Baptisms 
 Evianna Grace Fredricks - 8/6/22 
Graham Donald Shirah - 8/7/22 



SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are 
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

September 
5: Labor Day 
    No School/No Lion’s Den 
6-9: MAP Testing (Grades 4-8) 
9-16: Fall Scholastic Book Fair 
12-16: MAP Testing (Grades K-3) 
21-23: No School FL/GA Educator's Conference 
           Lion’s Den Open 
 

October 
1: Varsity Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball  
     Kick Out Cancer Tournament (St. Luke’s, Oviedo) 
8: JV Boys’ Soccer and JV Girls’ Volleyball 
    CFLAA Tournament (St. Paul, Lakeland) 
11: End of 1st Quarter 
12: Beginning of 2nd Quarter 
      Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
13: $2 N.U.T. Day  
14 - 15: V Girls’ FLAA Tournament (St. Luke’s, Oviedo) 
20: Early Release Day  
      N.U.T. Day 
21: No School  - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
21 - 22: V Boys’ FLAA Tournament (St. Petersburg) 
26: Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
31: N.U.T. Day  

Go and Make Disciples... 
  

In Matthew 28:19 Jesus directs us to go and tell others 
about Him. It is in knowing this that I challenge all of you 
to tell others about Grace Lutheran. Go and share the 
news about our educational and extra-curricular 
programs. More importantly I encourage you to share the 
wonderful news about your Lord and Savior Jesus with 
those same people. Christ has given us so much, we 
should want to go and tell others of His love. I thank all of 
you for your continued support as we use the 
opportunities to teach God’s children.   

  
We can find many reasons not to do what the Lord has 
commanded us, and we may even use the excuse that we 
do not feel equipped to do that kind of work.  
2 Corinthians 13:14 states “May the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” God has promised to be 
with us as we do His work.  You do not have to make 
excuses, nor do you have to feel inferior in doing the 
Lord’s work. He is and will always be with us no matter 
where we are. It is comforting to know that there are no 
requirements in telling others about Jesus. Although it is 
not always easy to spread the news of Jesus to others, we 
should be comforted knowing that He is leading us as we 
do His will. I pray the Lord continues to guide each and 
every one of you as together we continue to spread His 
word to the community of Winter Haven. Continue to 
follow His command in going and telling;  and as you do 
so, do it willingly and joyfully. May the Lord continue to 
bless all of you as He works through you in reaching 
others about His great Love. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters       
11 AM Sunshine Club 
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
 

                2 
 

                3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

  4   
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

       Labor Day     5 
 

NO SCHOOL 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6  
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM TL 

      7 
 
 
 
1 PM WM Board Mtg. 
 
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

8 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
 
1 PM Martha Circle - LR 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 

    9 
 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

11 
 
8:30 AM  Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM Scholastic 

Book Fair 
10:45 AM Worship  
 
12 PM Families in the 

Park  

12 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
7:30 AM Book Fair 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

 
3 PM Book Fair 
 
 
7 PM Elder Meeting 
 

                     13 
 
7:30 AM Book Fair 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
3 PM Book Fair 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM Jobs for Life 

                    14 
 
7:30 AM Book Fair 
 
12 PM WH Area 

Pastors’ Summit - TH 
 
3 PM Book Fair 
 
6 PM Youth Group 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
 

15 
 
7:30 AM Book Fair 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
3 PM Book Fair 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 

         16 
 
7:30 AM Book Fair 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 
 
3 PM Book Fair 
 
5 PM TLC Training 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

18 
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM Scholastic 

Book Fair 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

                   19 
 
Pastors’ Conference 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
6 PM School Board 

 
 

                20 
 
Pastors’ Conference 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM TL 
6 PM Jobs for Life 

     NO SCHOOL   21 
 
Pastors’ Conference 
Educators’ Conference 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 
6 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 
 

     NO SCHOOL   22 
 
Educators’ Conference 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters 
11:30 AM Serving Lunch 

at The Mission 
1 PM Adult Game Day 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
 
 

      NO SCHOOL   23 
 
Educators’ Conference 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

25 
 
8:30 AM Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

26 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

 
 
 
5:30 PM Bus. Mgt. 
6:30 PM Bd of Directors 

27 
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM Exec Elders Mtg 
6 PM Jobs for Life 

28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 

 

29 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters 
 
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

30 
 

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer 
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