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FESTIVAL OF REFORMATION 
 

October 30, 2022 - 4:00 PM 
 

The Winter Haven Circuit 
Florida-Georgia District, Circuit #11 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

Hosted by 
Grace Lutheran Church, Winter Haven, Florida 

 
(*indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 

 
The Pre-Service Music 

  
 “Rejoice in the Lord Always” arr. Evelyn Tanner 
 (Grace Choristers - Grace, Winter Haven) 
 
 “Open Now Your Ears” arr. Nick Klemetson 
 (Grace Choristers - Grace, Winter Haven) 
 
 “Prelude in C Sharp Minor, Op 3, No. 2”  arr. Sergei Rachmaninoff 
 (Belle Horsman, piano - Redeemer, Bartow) 
 
 “Empfind ich Hollenangst und Pein” arr. Peter Lang 
 (Bach’s Cantata “Ach Gott, wie manches Herzeleid” BWV3, Vicar Owen Duncan 
 and Ellen Whitehurst - Hope, Plant City) 
 
 “As the Deer” Martin Nystrom, Arr. Christine Anderson 
 (Bells and Piano - Richard Spaulding & Katie Sherman, St. Paul, Lakeland) 
  

 “How Firm a Foundation” arr. Bill Ingram 
 (Bells - St. Paul, Lakeland) 



3 

 
The Prelude “Ein Feste Berg” Jacob B. Weber 
 
Today’s Offerings 

(for FL-GA District Disaster Response for Hurricane Ian, go to https://flgadistrict.org/give/) 

 
The Welcome 
 

(Please stand to face the processional cross.) 
 
*The Processional Hymn  LSB 657 
 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  
 (with Organ and Brass ) 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe. 
With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He, 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

Though hordes of devils fill the land All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; In battle we’ll engage. 
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
 

God’s Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
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*The Invocation and Opening Sentences (from Psalm 46) 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
People: a real present help in times of trouble. 
 
Pastor: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth shakes, mountains fall, 

waters roar, and hills quake. 
People: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God. 
 
Pastor: God is within her, she will not fall; 
People: God will help her at the break of day. 
 
Pastor; Come and behold the works of the Lord, 
People: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth. 
 
Pastor: The LORD almighty is with us; 
People: The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Pastor: the LORD says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
People: He will be exalted among the nations! He will be exalted in the 

earth! 
 
Pastor: The LORD almighty is with us; 
People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
The Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: God indeed is our refuge and strength, our help and our fortress. 

Yet we often choose to flee from the refuge of the Lord. We 
abandon the strength and safety of God, trusting in our own 
strength and power. The apostle Paul writes that all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God. Jesus says that everyone who 
practices sin is a slave to sin. As we call upon the Lord for His good 
and gracious gifts, let us consider our natural enslavement to sin 
and our continued shortcomings. Please be seated or kneel. 
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Silence for reflection 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. 

We have sinned as individuals and as a community. We have 
ignored neighbors in need. We have caused divisions among 
Your people. We have sought refuge in the things of this world 
and not in You. For the sake of Christ Jesus, forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us back to You, our refuge and strength. 

 
Pastor: While we have indeed all fallen short of the glory of God, we are all 

also justified by God’s grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. Though we have been slaves to sin, God has set us 
free in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a 
called and ordained servant of the risen Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. The Son has set us free, and we are free indeed. Amen. 

 
*The Song of Praise “God So Loved” 
 (Praise Team, Festival Choir and Congregation) 
 

Come all you weary Come all you thirsty 
Come to the well that never runs dry 

Drink of the water Come and thirst no more 
 

Come all you sinners Come find His mercy 
Come to the table He will satisfy 

Taste of His goodness Find what you're looking for 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us 
His one and only Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him will live forever 
 

Bring all your failures Bring your addictions 
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross 

Jesus is waiting there With open arms 
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For God so loved the world that He gave us 

His one and only Son to save us 
Whoever believes in Him will live forever 

The power of hell forever defeated 
Now it is well I'm walking in freedom 

For God so loved God so loved the world 
 

Praise God praise God From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him praise Him For the wonders of His love 

Praise God praise God From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him praise Him For the wonders of His love 

 
For God so loved the world that He gave us 

His one and only Son to save 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us 
His one and only Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him will live forever 
The power of hell forever defeated 

Now it is well I'm walking in freedom 
For God so loved God so loved the world 

 
Bring all your failures Bring your addictions 

Come lay them down at the foot of the cross 
Jesus is waiting God so loved the world  

 
The First Reading Revelation 14:6-7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe 
and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and 
give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



7 

 
 
The Second Reading Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21But 
now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
The Epistle Response “Ancient Words” Lynn DeShazo 
  (Festival Choir) 
 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 
They resound with God's own heart, O let the ancient words impart. 

Words of life, words of hope, give us strength help us cope. 
In this world where'er we roam, ancient words will guide us home.   

  
Chorus 

Ancient words ever true changing me and changing you. 
We have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart. 

 
 Holy words of our faith handed down to this age. 

Came to us through sacrifice, O heed the faithful words of Christ. 
Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart, O let the ancient words impart.  Chorus 
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*Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter, verses 

31-36. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
*The Holy Gospel  John 8:31-36 
31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have 
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become 
free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house 
forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 
*Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
*The Hymn “Water, Blood and Spirit Hymn 597 
   

Water, blood, and Spirit crying, 
By their witness testifying 

To the One whose death-defying 
Life has come, with life for all. 

 
In a wat’ry grave are buried 

All our sins that Jesus carried; 
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried 
Us across death’s raging flood. 

 
Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us, 
Past the scowl of death He leads us; 
Spreads a table where He feeds us 

With His body and His blood. 
 

Though around us death is seething, 
God, His two-edged sword unsheathing, 

By His Spirit life is breathing 
Through the living, active Word. 
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Spirit, water, blood entreating, 

Working faith and its completing 
In the One whose death-defeating 

Life has come, with life for all. 

 
The Homily   “Martin Luther: Missionary to All Nations”  Revelation 14:6-7 
  (Rev. Dr. Ben Haupt Concordia Seminary, St. Louis) 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
*The Hymn of Response   “Thy Strong Word” Hymn 578 
   

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;  
At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,  
Dark as night and deep as death. 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;  
Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory,  
And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

 
From the cross Thy wisdom shining  
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
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Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us,  
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

 
God the Father, light-creator, To Thee, laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 

 
*The Confession of Faith 
Leader: What do you believe concerning the righteousness of faith? 
People: We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has been righteous 

for us. 
 
Leader: Can anyone stand righteous before God on the basis of works in 

accordance with God’s law, the Ten Commandments? 
People: No. 
 
Leader: Why is this true? 
People: Because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
 
Leader: How then does the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ become ours? 
People: The righteousness of God in Jesus Christ becomes ours by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Leader: Can we earn this righteousness before God? 
People: No. It is ours by God’s grace. 
 
Leader: Is this faith then a gift? 
People: Faith is a gift from God, not a human work, lest any human being 

boast. 
 
Leader: How do you know this to be true? 
People: This is true because the Scriptures testify to it. The Scriptures 

are the Word of God, and God’s Word is truth. 
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Leader: What do you believe to be true of God on the basis of the 

Scriptures? 
People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Leader: What is a summary of the Christian Gospel? 
People: The Gospel, drawn from the Word of God, the Scriptures, is the 

Good News that we are justified by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Leader: What are the touchstones of this Gospel? 
People: The touchstones of the Gospel are grace alone, faith alone, and 

Scripture alone. 
 
Leader: Then this is what you believe? 
People: This we believe. Thanks be to God. 

 
The Anthem “By Faith” T. Chisholm, W. Runyan, arr. L. Larson 
  (Festival Choir) 

 
*The Prayers of the Church 
Leader: Almighty and Gracious God, we thank and praise You for Your 

grace and faithfulness. We pray that You would keep Your Church 
ever steadfast in Your Holy Word, that the hearts of Your people 
would constantly be reformed by Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Heavenly Father, we know that You desire for all people to be 

saved. Lead us to reach out to the people we meet in love and 
service, especially to those who do not know You. Grant that by 
Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News of eternal life in 
Christ Jesus so that all who hear it may receive the gift of salvation. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Lord God of the Church, we pray for all our circuit congregations 

and Lutheran missions in the area, that each ministry of each 
congregation would be a blessing to their community and a light 
shining in darkness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Gracious God, You commanded us to pray that You would send out 

laborers into Your harvest. According to Your mercy, raise up 
ministers and teachers of Your Word. Bless our Lutheran 
Seminaries and Universities. Grant that all leaders of the Church, 
especially our own District, National and International leaders may 
continue steadfast in loving service and boldly proclaim Your 
saving Word. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Ever Present Lord, as You promise to go with us in all endeavors for 

Your Kingdom, be with us as we fellowship together today and as 
we travel to our homes and neighborhoods. Continue to fill us with 
Your Reforming Spirit toward all we meet. We pray as You have 
taught us. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
    give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us; 
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    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
    and the power and the glory 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*The Benediction 
Leader: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 
*The Recessional Hymn   “Lift High the Cross” Hymn 837 
  
 Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

 
All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 
 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 

 
Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

 
Join us in Trinity Hall for fellowship and “good old-fashioned”  

German Lutheran food hosted by the members of  
Grace Lutheran Church. Children’s activities provided! 
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Luther’s Blessing for a Meal 
Leader: The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food 

at the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of 
every living thing. Psalm 145:15-16 

People: Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
The Postlude  “Crucifer” Robert J. Powell 
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

The Preacher The Rev. Dr. Benjamin Haupt, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
 Associate Provost and Associate Professor of Practical  Theology 

The Worship Leaders The Rev. Charles Reich, Grace, Winter Haven 
  The Rev. Brendon Moore, Grace, Winter Haven 
  Vicar Sam Hoag, Grace, Winter Haven 
  The Rev. Dean Pfeffer, Hope, Plant City 
  Vicar Owen Duncan, Hope, Plant City 
  The Rev. Christopher Hazzard, Christ, Lakeland 
  The Rev. William Whitehead, Lake Wales 
  The Rev. Tod Shouse, Our Savior, Zephyrhills 
  The Rev. Jonathan Horsman, Redeemer, Bartow   
  The Rev. Ron Pennekamp, Circuit Visitor 
  The Rev. Andrew Ritchie, St. Paul, Lakeland 
  Vicar Ken Sherman, St. Paul, Lakeland 
  The Rev. Zong Yang, retired 
  The Rev. Jerry Munz, retired 
  The Rev. Tony Douches, retired 
  The Rev. David Meyer, retired 
The Ushers Dr. Don Eason, Bill Smith, Larry Walker 
The Robing Leader Rachel Hoag 
The Crucifer Maclain Irby 
The Banner Bearers Jana Peterson, Bella Wallace 
The Acolytes Lexie Ladner, Vera Terry 
The Elders on Duty Dr. Terry Hostler, Janet Hostler 
The Greeters Gale & Carol Seyfert 
The Sound Technician Bruce Wales 
The Projection Technician Jerry Garza 
The Musicians for Worship   
Festival Choir Singers Christ Lutheran, Grace Lutheran, Hope Lutheran, Lake Wales 

 Lutheran, Our Savior Lutheran, Redeemer Lutheran, St. Paul 
 Lutheran 

  
Directors & Music Accompanists for Worship 
  Grace, Winter Haven Sandy Hulse - Organ 
   Stephanie Klemetson - Grace Choristers Director 
 
  Hope, Plant City Barbara Carnicelli - Organ   
   Christine Mansell - Organ 
  Ellen Whitehurst -  Choir Director & Brass  
  
 Our Savior, Zephyrhills Andrew Shaheen - Organ 
   
  St. Paul, Lakeland Katie Sherman - Piano accompaniment: choirs, 
    Vicar Ken Sherman - Praise Band 
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