
  

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 17, 2022 - 5:00 PM 

December 18, 2022 - 10:45 AM 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude [5:00]  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” arr. Paul Manz 
  

 [10:45] “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 
  (Grace Bells) 

 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn    “The Advent of Our King”  Hymn 331 
 ([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 
 

The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free. 

 
O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring. 
  

As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 
Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 

 
All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 

 
*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution 
Leader:   In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Leader:   During this holy season of Advent, ancient Christians gathered for 

special times of worship to renounce their sins and call upon the Son 
of God to return.  They took to heart the promised titles of the coming 
Messiah in the Old Testament, set them to music and called upon 
Christ to come again, delivering them once and for all to Himself.  In 
that same spirit, we take time in our worship this morning to renounce 
our sins and call upon our Savior to come and deliver us.  I invite you to 
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kneel as we sing the ancient words of advent and confess our sins to 
our coming Savior.   

 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Messiah, come again, And rid the world of death and sin. 
Return Thou risen Savior and King, That heav’n and earth at last may sing 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!   
 

Silence for personal confession 

 
Leader:   Gracious Savior, 
People:   We confess that our lives are filled with sin and our land is captive to 

death. We have given in to temptation and brought misery upon 
ourselves. We need You to continually come among us with Your 
grace and with Your life. Forgive us of our sins, restore our broken 
relationships, fill us with Your Spirit and heal our land. For we desire 
to sing Your praises today and everyday. In the good news of Christ’s 
death and resurrection, set us free and come again to bring us home 
to You. Amen.    

 
Leader:   Friends in Christ, I have good news for you! Your Savior has indeed 

come to this earth. Not only did He live a perfect life in your place, but 
He also died on the cross for all of your sins. Risen from the dead, He 
brings His grace to you and pours out His Spirit upon you. He leads you 
in holy living to keep you blameless and hopeful until He comes again 
in glory. As a servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

People:  Amen!   
 
(Please stand) 
 

O come, Desire of Nations bind In one the hearts of all mankind 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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*The Salutation and Collect of the Day 
Leader: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with Your 

abiding presence. By the power of Your Spirit, direct our lives to 
expressions of repentant joy. Bless our devotion and our prayers, and 
lead us in ways of faithfulness as we await Your final coming in glory; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
The First Reading  Isaiah 7:10-14 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 

11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test.” 

13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 

14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh  

4and 
was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

5through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, 

6including you who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*The Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
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child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, 
God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 
*Sermon Hymn     “Hark The Glad Sound”  Hymn 349 

 
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

He comes the pris’ners to release, 
In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 

 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 
 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
With Thy belovèd name. 
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The Sermon “Control Freaks” Matthew 1:18-25 

 
*The Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 
 
*Words of Preparation 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving Page 161 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
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 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Music during the Distribution 
 
  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  Hymn 359 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung, 

It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 
 

O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know: 

Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 
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 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” Hymn 374 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled,To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor. 
 

Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing. 

 
Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 
 
 
  
 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” Hymn 358 
 (vv. 1-7) 
 

“From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 
“To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 

“This is the Christ, our God Most High, 
Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free. 

 
“He will on you the gifts bestow 
Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share. 
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“These are the signs that you shall mark: 
The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 
How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done 
In sending us His own dear Son. 

 
Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 
*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 166 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn   “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  Hymn 352 
 (vv. 1, 3  & 6) 
   

Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 
Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—  

Him of twofold race behold— Truly came, as long foretold. 
 

Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “The Angel Gabriel” arr. Jacob B. Weber 
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