
 

 

 

 Christmas 2022 

Worship Cards 
 
 

Members and guests - In order for us to serve you better, please fill out a worship 
card.  The other side of the card is for any prayer requests that you may have. Please 
place cards in the offering plate or hand to an usher. 

“Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! … Light and life to all He brings” (“Hark! 
The Herald Angles Sing”). We praise You, Lord Jesus! Welcome to Christmas 
worship as we hear “good news of great joy”: “Unto you is born this day … a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11, ESV). 

 

 Altar Flowers  
 

The flowers on the altar are given by Sharon Wilson in loving memory of Dr. Fred 
M. Wilson. 

 

 Praise and Intercession  
 

The Church gathers to thank God and ask for faith to trust in His gift of a Savior. 
For the following, we pray “Lord, have mercy.” Rejoice in the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We have seen His glory— 
glory as the only-begotten of God. 

Church Office Closed 
Monday, December 26 & Tuesday, December 27 

 

NO TUESDAY 5:30 PM EVENING PRAYER SERVICE December 27! 



 

 

One of the most active groups (1961-present) in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals 
and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the 
month for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 

January 5, 2023-Kick off the New Year with a little relaxation and gentle 
chair stretches. Activities are appropriate for all. Bring your favorite pot 
luck dish to share and we’ll provide a very special surprise dessert to 
celebrate the New Year, Epiphany and YOU! We look forward to seeing you 
in the new year! Join us in Trinity Hall. Arrival begins at 11 AM...11:30 
Devotions and Announcements, Noon –Lunch, Program 12:30 PM 

 

2023 BOOK REVIEW SERIES  
 
Please join us this coming January, 2023, at the 45th Annual Book 
Review series. Reviews are held on Tuesday with bagged or boxed 
lunches, $5, beginning at 12 PM, followed by the Book Review at 
approximately 12:30 PM. Mark your calendars for the following 
dates: 
 
January 10  - Mission at Nuremberg: An American Army Chaplain and 
the Trial of the Nazis (2014), by Tim Townsend - reviewed by Vicar 
Sam Hoag. 
 
January 17 - A Land Remembered (1984), by Patrick D. Smith - 
reviewed by Martha Walker. 
 
January 24 - Red Notice - A true story of high finance, murder, and 
one man’s fight for justice - reviewed by Ed Smith. 
 
January 31 - Golden Girl, by Elin Hilderbrand (the queen of beach 
reads) - reviewed by Rachel Hoag 



 

 

Birthdays this Week 
 

December  24 Rachel Hoag, Sharon Ross 
December  25 Kathy Cruit, Noah Zerby 
December  26 Chuck Smith 
December  27 Cathy Van Volkenburgh 
December  28 Christy Hemenway, Bill Smith, Anastasia Yutzy 
December  29 Marilyn Hendricks, Ziggy Mahalak, Porter Whitehead 
December  30 John Davis, Teresa Guenther, Sam Hammond, Rhonda Love 

Gifts to Grace Lutheran Church 
 

We thank the following who have given special gifts to Grace Lutheran Church in memory of 
 

Jack Cottrell by Mr. & Mrs. Larry Walker 
Marilee Wales by Wendy Kirin 
 

Sponsoring Students in Christian Education 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Pergande 

Hey Parents! 
 

Sometimes parenting is a joy and the most satisfying job in the world. And sometimes it feels 
like it’ll be a miracle if you get through it. You’re not alone, and Grace wants to walk alongside 
you in your parenting journey.  
 
Get connected with other parents who want to be the best moms and dads they can be and 
make the most of their short time raising their children. Send the kids to Sunday School and 
join other parents in the Mary-Martha Room at 9:45 AM on Sunday mornings starting January 
15. We’ll walk through a 6-week video series called “Parenting through the Phases” by 
ParentCue. It doesn’t matter if you’re new to raising kids, if you’re right in the thick of it, or if 
your kids are almost on their own- this series is a chance for you to gain skills and receive 
encouragement to make the most of your time parenting your kids.  
 
Join Pastor Brendon and other parents to learn, share our struggles, and be encouraged while 
we raise the next generation together! 
 
When:  Sundays at 9:45, January 15-Feb. 19 (6 weeks) 
Where:  Mary-Martha Room 
What:  Video series (Parenting Through the Phases by ParentCue) and group discussion led 

by Brendon 
Why:  Walk alongside parents who want to be great parents and make the most of their 

time with their children. Equip and encourage them with skills be good stewards of 
the 18 years they have at home with each child. Give parents opportunities to 
confess difficulties and struggles of parenthood and the paradox of wanting to “get it 
over with” and making the most of it. 



 

 

We not only stand firm in the teachings God has given us, but we run forward into our vision for the 
future in a capital campaign and spiritual growth endeavor:  Rooted in Christ, Forward in 
Faith! “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58)   
  
Many have been praying for the ministries of Grace and for each of us to deepen our roots of faith in 
the unconditional love of our Lord Jesus Christ. The desire is for us to reach deep into the unshakable 
grace of the Almighty God, have our faith enriched by His steadfast Word, and step forward in 
service and generosity in fresh ways like never before. So here we go! Fellow brothers and sisters 
are currently writing devotions for each of us to be inspired and united together as we reflect on the 
same devotional thoughts each day. Devotion booklets and daily emails will be coming your way in 
February. Make plans now to have perfect attendance in worship February 5 – March 5 and be 
comforted and challenged by the sermons of the Rooted vision.   
  
Do you wish to really stretch your faith? Start handing out the “God Loves You” pocket crosses as 
you go about your day and bless acquaintances with a reminder of God’s incredible love. Faith that is 
rooted in God’s unconditional love doesn’t shift when the stray winds of our world’s teachings and 
the terrible gusts of Satan’s attacks come against us. Challenges to our faith are actually 
opportunities for our personal trust in God to shine as bright lights in this dark world. Listen to the 
joy and encouragement God gives us in His Word through Peter: “Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In all this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith may result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  ( 1 Peter 1:3-9)   
  
Are you ready? It’s a great adventure the Lord has before you. He has individual plans and desires to 
be accomplished in each of our lives. Talk to Him today … and…here we go! Rooted in Christ, 
Forward in Faith!   

 
 
 
 

Rev. Charles T. Reich 
 



 

 

BUILDING PLANS 

  
By the time this article is being read, construction of The New Parking Lot and Covered Drop-Off for 
the Sanctuary, Trinity Hall, and School entrances should be underway. This project will bring cars in 
off the street from Ave C for safe unloading and onloading of both children and adults, wheelchairs 
and strollers. Additional parking places with prime access will also be available!   
  
Drawings are complete and ready for obtaining sub-contracted bids and estimates for the New 
Building / Middle School Addition. This new 2-story building located on the West end of our campus 
includes 6 new middle school classrooms, both an indoor and outdoor science lab, a single secure 
entry to re-located school administration, and a much-needed 2nd elevator (on the opposite end of 
the building from our current one.) These new spaces allow youth and children’s ministry spaces that 
are currently re-purposed for school classrooms to be returned to their original purpose and a cou-
ple of existing classrooms to be converted to small rooms for music instruction and/or tutoring for 
our Fine Arts Academy. 
  
What about the old Early Childhood Education building across the street on Ave C? At our Voter’s 
Assembly on December 18, our congregation passed a motion for “Grace Lutheran Church of Winter 
Haven to enter into a contract to purchase the property at 330 Avenue C SE, Winter Haven, Florida. 
The closing will be contingent upon the condition of the building, campus, and other business consid-
erations, through all due diligence, satisfactory to the Board of Directors.” This motion was necessary 
to thoroughly evaluate this opportunity before we continue in our plans of building a new middle 
school addition. God helped us make this opportunity possible for ourselves by including a “First 
Rights of Refusal” clause when we sold the property several years ago. The 330 Ave C SE property 
and existing facilities may serve our needs for the future even better than a new building – or 
not. Please pray for God’s wisdom to be made evident to us in this time of “due diligence.”   
  
Regardless of what is decided, God’s plans for our days ahead will be accomplished through our ac-
tions. Brothers and Sisters in the family of Grace before us have made the present possible. Now it is 
our turn to give ourselves fully to God’s work in the days ahead. This makes our “Rooted” vision all 
the more significant.   

 
What does One-Fund mean? 

  
Simply put, friends of Grace can contribute to all the work the Lord is doing through us over the next 
two years by contributing to our one-fund Rooted Vision. The annual operating expenses of our min-
istries and our capital campaign goal for campus improvements have been combined. Our goal is to 
receive $3.5 million in contributions over the next two years (March 2023 - March 2025.)    
  
We normally receive about $1 million in contributions each year. ($2 million in 2 years.) Add $1.5 
million for a capital campaign and the total comes to $3.5 million = One Fund. Donors may choose to 
direct their contributions to operating expenses or to capital campaign expenditures as they have in 
past years if they so desire. We recommend simply giving to the Rooted Vision which funds our total 
ministry of making deep-rooted disciples and capital improvements to our campus.   
  
Our desire is 100 % participation of all of our members and friends of the congregation and 
school. We believe this one-fund approach is an easy way for all of us to participate. Whatever one 
gives to the Lord’s work goes towards achieving the vision of making deep-rooted disciples.   



 

 

On January 14, 2023, and January 15, 2023, Grace Lutheran Church will be hosting 
Rally Caps, a cinematography team, to video and photograph parishioners in/around 
Grace Lutheran Church and School. We value people's privacy here at Grace 
Lutheran and want to give you the opportunity to opt in or opt out of you and/or 
your family being photographed that weekend for the Generosity Initiative video. 
The information for those that opt out will be given to our Videography team, so 
they may refrain from filming you. We would still love to worship with you that 
weekend! 
 

I/We hereby consent that the photographs, videos, or audiovisual images created at Grace Lutheran Church 
may be used on printed material, the church or school website, social media, and any additional public 
relations material or opportunities. In addition, I consent that such photographs, videos, or images shall be 
the property of Grace Lutheran Church, which has the right to duplicate, reproduce, and make other use of 
them, as Grace Lutheran Church deems necessary. 
 
I,_____________________________, grant permission to Grace Lutheran Church for the use of the 
photograph(s), electronic media images, and/or videos related to the Generosity Initiative.  
I understand that I may revoke this authorization at any time by notifying Casey Billman (cbillman@glwh.org) 
in writing. The revocation will not affect any actions taken before the receipt of this written notification. 
Images will be stored in a secure location and only authorized staff will have access to them. They will be 
kept as long as they are relevant and after that time destroyed or archived. 

 
I agree to allow Grace Lutheran Church to use videos or photographs of me and/or 
child(ren), or publish images of any projects as described above 

OR 
I do not consent to the use of my and/or my child's(ren) photographs or work in 
any ways described above. 
 
 

Name:    Address:   
 

City:   State:    Zip:   
 

Phone:    Email:   
 

Child(ren):   Age:   
 

Child(ren):   Age:   
 

Child(ren):   Age:   
 

Child(ren):   Age:   
 

Signature:   Date:   



 

 

The Rev. Charles T. Reich, Senior Pastor (863) 604-5632 
The Rev. Brendon T. Moore, Associate Pastor (316) 708-0688 
Samuel Hoag, Vicar (253) 275-8146  
Rachel Hoag, Director of Christian Education (253) 579-7326  
Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach & Assimilation (863) 325-6460 
Mike Rottmann, School Principal (815) 519-7873 

 
327 Avenue C, SE, Winter Haven, FL 33880  www.glwh.org 

(Church) 863-293-8447   (School) 863-293-9744 

 CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK  

Saturday 
December 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Family Christmas Eve Worship Service - Sanctuary 
Music for the Holy Night - Sanctuary 
Christmas Eve Worship Service - Sanctuary 
Music for the Holy Night - Sanctuary 
Christmas Eve Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 
4:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

10:30 PM 
11:00 PM 

Sunday  
December 25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Christmas Day Worship Service - Sanctuary 

10:00AM 

Monday  
December 26 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

Tuesday 
December 27 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

Wednesday 
December 28 

  

Thursday 
December 29 

LWR Quilters - Women’s Center 
 

9:00 AM 
 

Friday 
December 30 

NO Friday Morning Bible Study!! 
 

 

Saturday 
December 31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 
5:00 PM 

Sunday 
January  1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 
10:00AM 



 

 

Our beautiful poinsettias have been provided by the following, both as memorials and 
testimonials. May God’s rich blessings attend all those who are remembered and those who 
are honored. You may take your poinsettias home following this worship. 
 
Arlene Adams in memory of mother Mildred Wright; 
Michael & Eve Adams in memory of Peggy O’ Gwynn Graham; 
Mike & Sue Britt in honor of our continued blessings Katie & Jared and Kelly & Adam and in 

memory of Steve Grimes and Lloyd Britt; 
Susan Brown in memory of Lynn Brown, Julie Brown, Michelle Brown, Dana & Reed LaHaie; 
The Chappel Family in memory of Dale and Rebecca McCracken and Lorraine Chappel; 
Linda Davy & Jim Campbell in memory of Chuck Davy and Kay Campbell; 
Joann & Thomas Dietel in memory of our parents Charles & Erma Riley and John & Florine 

Dietel; 
Peggy Jo Griffin in honor of Picasso Griffin & Casey Billman, celebrating their upcoming 

wedding (1/7) and in memory of parents Warren & Muriel Griffin; 
Judy Hinsch & Larry Opperman in honor of Rose Benz; 
Joerz & Palmer Family in memory of Henry Martin Joerz; 
Judy & Jim Joiner in memory of our parents; 
Wendy, Daniel, Sierra & Aaron in memory of Ron Kirin; 
Hazel McCord in memory of Stephanie and Herbert Rothenberg; 
David and Vivian Meyer in memory of Carl Pederson and Sheila Speer; 
Karen Nelson in memory of Carole Frost; 
Nick & Rachel Nicholson in honor of Duane & Marilyn Grasz and in memory of James & 

Jeanette Nicholson and Shannon Nicholson; 
Nancy Odell in memory of Wesley Gregory; 
Rodney & Jane Petersen in memory of Galen & Margaret Saul and Raymond & Sue 

Petersen; 
Ed & Gladys Reich in memory of son James “Jim” Reich and son-in-law Rev. Bill Weis; 
Dr. Ken & Jill Rogers in honor of our children/ in-laws: Sarah & Bryan O’Day, Amanda & 

Adam Livesay, April & Ian Kent and grandchildren: Noah and Hailey Livesay and Logan 
O’Day and in memory of our parents Harold & Norma Rogers and Jack & Ruth Hudson; 

Julie Sear in memory of Deloris & Nelson Morley; 
Carol & Chuck Smith in honor of Our Lord’s birth and memory of family & friends; 
Julie Snyder in memory of Jack & Evelyn Snyder; 
Marlene Stein in memory of Robert Stein; 
Marilyn Tiedemann in loving memory of John Tiedemann; 
Bet Tucker in memory of Larry Tucker; 
Bruce Wales in memory of Marilee Wales. 


