
 

 



 

 

Grace Lutheran Church and School 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
December 25, 2022 

10:00 AM 
 

(The * indicates when the congregation will stand.) 
 

As We Gather  
On this most holy day, we gather together to remember and celebrate the great 
mystery of the Word of God made flesh, when the Almighty God fulfilled His 
promise to dwell among His people and be their God. On this day we recall the 
Son of God taking on our human flesh and being born of the Virgin Mary so that 
He might take our sins upon Himself, suffer, and die in our place. We also 
recognize this day as the day when the glory of God shone forth; “a light of 
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of God’s people Israel.” By our Lord’s 
resurrection from the dead He has given us new life, welcomed us into the family 
of God, and promised to be with us always. We recall in our worship today and 
celebration all that Jesus Christ our Savior accomplished for us. Come and worship 
Christ, the newborn King. 
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 Holy Communion 
 
Our beliefs and practice 

We believe the sacrament of Holy Communion is a gift of Christ to His Church and that 
all who receive this gift must first examine themselves concerning matters of Biblical 
faith and Godly living. “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 
and drinks of the cup.”   

 
1 Corinthians 11:28 (NIV). We ask that you examine yourself according to these questions: 
 
 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner without hope of eternal life apart from God’s mercy offered 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

2. Do I repent of my sins in thought, speech, and behavior as well as my failure to do the good 
things God wants me to do? 

3. Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 
4. Do I believe that Jesus Christ is personally and physically present in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion with His body and His blood? 
5. Do I desire, by the power of the Holy Spirit and the instruction of God’s Word, to live a life 

pleasing to Him? 
 
We believe your “yes” to these questions affirms a common faith with confirmed Lutheran 
Christians and is your invitation to our Lord’s Table of Holy Communion. Baptized Christians 
who have been instructed in communion are welcome to participate. Children and those not 
communing may come forward and fold their arms (over their chest) to receive a blessing or 
simply exit. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. White grape juice is also available. 
 
Our procedures specific for this time  

Participants may kneel at the altar rail, self-dismiss after personal prayer and then carefully 
come down the chancel steps, or remain standing and participate in a socially-distanced line 
of “continuous flow” in front of the chancel steps. Communion may also be brought to those 
who need to remain in the pew. Communion elements have been prepared with absolute 
sanitation and care by persons wearing gloves and masks. 

 

1. Beginning with the front pews on either side, participants form two lines in the center 
aisle, seeking to maintain respectful social distancing. 

2. Choose either A) STEPS: go up the steps and kneel at the altar rail or B) NO STEPS: go 
across front to table beside pulpit. 

3. At communion deacon’s invitation and words, pick up your own wafer (and cup) without 
touching others. Partake of Christ’s body and blood with faith in His promise.  

4. Come to the side aisle, drop used cup in basket and proceed down the side aisle and back to 
your seats. 



 

 

Prelude “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” arr. Costel Puscoiu 
 (Saxophone & Keyboard) 
 
Welcome, Greeting and Call to Worship 
 
*Opening Hymn   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  Hymn 380 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

 
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

 
*The Invocation Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  
 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, we are in great need of great grace. 
People: For we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed. 

 
Pastor: Sin traps us in despair. 
People: And locks us up in anger and resentment. 
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Pastor: Sin binds us to guilt. 
People: And imprisons us in darkness and doubt. 
 
Pastor: Sin shackles us to shame. 
People: And keeps us behind the bars of loneliness and loss. 
 
Pastor: Hear the Christmas Gospel! The Word became flesh to bear your sin 

and be your Savior. From the cradle Jesus loves you and from the cross 
Jesus forgives you. Believe and receive this promise: Jesus paid for your 
sin, forgives it completely, and loves you everlastingly! Word of the 
Father, now in flesh appearing - 

People: O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 
*Carol of Praise “Angels from the Realms of Glory” Hymn 367 
  (vv. 1 & 5) 
 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 
All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

 
*Salutation and Collect for Christmas Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God of Love, Your arrival has brought light to our lives. 

Your steadfast love, which is vast, deep and wide, led You to become 
one of us. May we live within this love, and share its wonder with the 
world. 

People: Amen. 
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(Please be seated.) 

 
The First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  8The voice of your watchmen--
they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the 
return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” arr. Benjamin M. Culli 
  (Saxophone and Keyboard) 
 
The Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-6 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?  
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation     “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (vv. 1 & 2) Hymn 388 
 

Refrain 
Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 
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While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain. 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain. 

 
*Holy Gospel John 1:1-18 
*Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (v. 3) Hymn 380 
 

Refrain 
Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!  
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Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain. 

 
(Be seated for hymn and explanation.) 
 
Sermon Hymn “What Child Is This”  Hymn 370 

  
What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Sermon “What Child Is This?” 

  
*A Christmas Confession of Faith 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, who sent 
His Son to be my Savior. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of a virgin named Mary, announced by angels, and 
worshiped by shepherds and wise men. I believe He lived a perfect life for 
me and died on the cross to pay the price of my sins. On the third day, He 
rose from the dead, freeing us all from sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. On the Last Day He will come with glory to judge all the living and 
the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit who has brought me to faith in Christ Jesus and 
who continues to work in me and all the members of the body of Christ. I 
believe the Spirit keeps us in the one true faith and leads us to serve Christ 
throughout the days of our life until we join Him in our heavenly home for 
all eternity. Amen. 
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*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 
 
*Words of Preparation  
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Agnus Dei “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 

O Come Thou Lamb of God Divine and cure the hearts of all mankind 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease And be Yourself our King of Peace  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  
Distribution of Holy Communion 
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Music during the Distribution 
 
  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Hymn 393 
 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, Little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, Angels singing, Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 
Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping Vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, Heard the story, Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you! 

 
 

   
   
  “Angels We Have Heard on High” Hymn 368 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
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 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Hymn 384 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been,  
And that future years shall see Evermore and evermore. 

 
Oh, that birth forever blessèd, When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

First revealed His sacred face Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord Evermore and evermore. 

 
O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring Evermore and evermore. 

 
Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction  
Pastor:  May the wonder of this holy time settle in your soul. May joy envelop 

your heart and fill those around you. May the blessing of the Lord 
Jesus strengthen you and bring love to you for all of your days. 

People:  Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn    “Joy to the World”  Hymn 387 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
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Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love. 
  
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in Christmas peace and serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Joy to the World” arr. Franklin Ritter 
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10 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scriptures taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Online. https://esv.literalword.com/  


