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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude   
 
Welcome  
 
*Processional Hymn   “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year”  Hymn 896 
 ([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Now greet the swiftly changing year With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 
 

Remember now the Son of God And how He shed His infant blood. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 
This Jesus came to end sin’s war; This Name of names for us He bore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 
 

His love abundant far exceeds The volume of a whole year’s needs. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 
With Him as Lord to lead our way In want and in prosperity, 

What need we fear in earth or space In this new year of grace! 
 

“All glory be to God on high, And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of grace. 

 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! To all our pleas incline Your ear; 

Upon our lives rich blessing trace In this new year of grace. 
 
*The Invocation 
Pastor:   We begin our worship and we begin the New Year in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
*The Confession and Absolution 
Pastor:   As we close one year and begin another, it is right that we give thanks 

to God for all of the blessings He has given us. But we must also reflect 
on the year behind us and recognize how we have fallen short of God’s 
demands for our lives. Let us end 2022 and begin 2023 by confessing 
our sins together, and acknowledging our need for our savior.  
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(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 
Pastor:  Gracious Father, 
People:  We confess that in this past year, and every day, we fall short of living 

lives that are obedient to Your will. Our actions submit to the rule of 
our earthly flesh, instead of your gracious reign over all things. For 
the sake of Your Son Jesus, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Pastor:  Your Father in Heaven knows everything about you, even every sin of 

your thoughts, your heart, and your actions. And despite all that, He 
still sent Jesus to die and to rise again for you. So that your sins would 
be forgiven and so you can walk in the newness of life in His Spirit. So I, 
as a servant of Christ Jesus and by His authority, forgive you of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
(Please stand) 
 
*The Hymn of Praise  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” Hymn 395 
 (vv. 1, 3 & 5) 
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,  

Our Lord and master, You have won 
Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious,  
All victorious, Rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

Lord, when You look on us in love,  
At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood  
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 

You are our dearest treasure! 
Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us!  

O draw near us! For You teach us 
God’s own love through You has reached us. 
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O let the harps break forth in sound!  
Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way—  

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
His love is never ending! 

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation!  
Exultation! Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 
The First Reading  Isaiah 63:7-14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according 
to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the 
abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children 
who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he 
was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10But 
they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, of 
Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the 
shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the 
waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them 
through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like 
livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So 
you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Second Reading  Galatians 4:4-7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*The Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13-23 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt  15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16Then Herod, 
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the 
wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A 
voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child 
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went 
and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might 
be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
*Sermon Hymn     “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  Hymn 722 

 
Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. 
Without Your grace and favor I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way. 
 

Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear, 
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 

Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
For when Your hand is guiding, In peace I go. 
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Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come, 
I know that You will strengthen My steps toward home. 

Then nothing can impede me, O blessèd Friend; 
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end. 

 
The Sermon “According to Plan” Matthew 2:13-23 
 
*The Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
*Holy Communion 
 

*Words of Preparation 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving Page 161 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
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 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Music during the Distribution 
 
  “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”  Hymn 618 
 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain. 

 
Refrain 

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

 
Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain. 
 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain. 

 
Weary am I and heavy laden; 

With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 

My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain. 
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What higher gift can we inherit? 
It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain. 

 
 
  
 “What Is This Bread” Hymn 629 
 

What is this bread? Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
This bread we break, This life we take, 

Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see – The Lord is peace. 

 
What is this wine? The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 

The cup of grace Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 

O taste and see – the Lord is King. 
 

So who am I, that I should live and He should die 
Under the rod? My God, my God,  
Why have You not forsaken me? 

O taste and see – the Lord is free. 
 

Yet is God here? Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
In mouth and soul He makes us whole –  

Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see – the Lord is real. 

 
Is this for me? I am forgiven and set free! 

I do believe That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 

O taste and see – the Lord is good. 
 
  
  
 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” Hymn 617 
 

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 
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Our weak souls that they may flourish: 
O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,  
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 
In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy! 

 
Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! 
O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; 
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy! 

 
May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 
And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! 
O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy! 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 166 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn    “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  Hymn 733 
 (vv. 1, 3, 5 & 6) 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 
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Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 

 
*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude  
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