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It’s January 2023. We not only stand firm in the 
teachings God has given us, but we run forward into 
our vision for the future in a capital campaign and 
spiritual growth endeavor:  Rooted in Christ, 
Forward in Faith! “Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,  
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58)   
  
Many have been praying for the ministries of Grace 
and for each of us to deepen our roots of faith in 
the unconditional love of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
desire is for us to reach deep into the unshakable 
grace of the Almighty God, have our faith enriched 
by His steadfast Word, and step forward in service 
and generosity in fresh ways like never before. So 
here we go! Fellow brothers and sisters are 
currently writing devotions for each of us to be 
inspired and united together as we reflect on the 
same devotional thoughts each day. Devotion 
booklets and daily emails will be coming your way in 
February. Make plans now to have perfect 
attendance in worship February 5 – March 5 and be 
comforted and challenged by the sermons of the 
Rooted vision.   
  
Do you wish to really stretch your faith? Start 
handing out the “God Loves You” pocket crosses as 
you go about your day and bless acquaintances with 
a reminder of God’s incredible love. Faith that is 
rooted in God’s unconditional love doesn’t shift 
when the stray winds of our world’s teachings and 
the terrible gusts of Satan’s attacks come against 

us. Challenges to our faith are actually opportunities 
for our personal trust in God to shine as bright lights 
in this dark world. Listen to the joy and 
encouragement God gives us in His Word through 
Peter: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance  
that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance 
is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are 
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith may result in praise, glory, 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you 
are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.”  ( 1 Peter 1:3-9)   
  
Are you ready? It’s a great adventure the Lord has 
before you. He has individual plans and desires to 
be accomplished in each of our lives. Talk to Him 
today … and…here we go! Rooted in Christ, Forward 
in Faith!   

 
 
 
 

Rev. Charles T. Reich 
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BUILDING PLANS 

  
By the time this article is being read, construction of The New Parking Lot and Covered 
Drop-Off for the Sanctuary, Trinity Hall, and School entrances should be underway. This 
project will bring cars in off the street from Ave C for safe unloading and onloading of 
both children and adults, wheelchairs and strollers. Additional parking places with prime 
access will also be available!   
  
Drawings are complete and ready for obtaining sub-contracted bids and estimates for the 
New Building / Middle School Addition. This new 2-story building located on the West 
end of our campus includes 6 new middle school classrooms, both an indoor and outdoor 
science lab, a single secure entry to re-located school administration, and a much-needed 
2nd elevator (on the opposite end of the building from our current one.) These new 
spaces allow youth and children’s ministry spaces that are currently re-purposed for 
school classrooms to be returned to their original purpose and a couple of existing 
classrooms to be converted to small rooms for music instruction and/or tutoring for our 
Fine Arts Academy. 
  
What about the old Early Childhood Education building across the street on Ave C? At 
our Voter’s Assembly on December 18, our congregation passed a motion for “Grace 
Lutheran Church of Winter Haven to enter into a contract to purchase the property at 330 
Avenue C SE, Winter Haven, Florida. The closing will be contingent upon the condition of 
the building, campus, and other business considerations, through all due diligence, 
satisfactory to the Board of Directors.” This motion was necessary to thoroughly evaluate 
this opportunity before we continue in our plans of building a new middle school 
addition. God helped us make this opportunity possible for ourselves by including a “First 
Rights of Refusal” clause when we sold the property several years ago. The 330 Ave C SE 
property and existing facilities may serve our needs for the future even better than a new 
building – or not. Please pray for God’s wisdom to be made evident to us in this time of 
“due diligence.”   
  
Regardless of what is decided, God’s plans for our days ahead will be accomplished 
through our actions. Brothers and Sisters in the family of Grace before us have made the 
present possible. Now it is our turn to give ourselves fully to God’s work in the days 
ahead. This makes our “Rooted” vision all the more significant.   

What does One-Fund mean? 

  
Simply put, friends of Grace can contribute to all the work the Lord is doing through us 
over the next two years by contributing to our one-fund Rooted Vision. The annual 
operating expenses of our ministries and our capital campaign goal for campus 
improvements have been combined. Our goal is to receive $3.5 million in contributions 
over the next two years (March 2023 - March 2025.)    
  
We normally receive about $1 million in contributions each year. ($2 million in 2 years.)  
Add $1.5 million for a capital campaign and the total comes to $3.5 million = One Fund.  
Donors may choose to direct their contributions to operating expenses or to capital 
campaign expenditures as they have in past years if they so desire. We recommend 
simply giving to the Rooted Vision which funds our total ministry of making deep-rooted 
disciples and capital improvements to our campus.   
  
Our desire is 100 % participation of all of our members and friends of the congregation 
and school. We believe this one-fund approach is an easy way for all of us to participate.  
Whatever one gives to the Lord’s work goes towards achieving the vision of making deep-
rooted disciples.   



3 - January 2023 

INSTALLATION OF OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
AND BOARD OF ELDERS SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023 

 
We thank our God for the dedicated service of the members of the Board of Directors, Board 
of Elders, and School Board. Please keep them in your prayers as we work together to 
promote the Kingdom of Christ. 

 

Board of Directors 2023 
 

Dr. Ken Rogers, President Vacant, Board Member 
Dr. Clifford Threlkeld, Past President Larry Walker, Board of Elders Rep 
Ed Smith, Vice President Dr. Don Eason, Board Member 
Alan Garbrecht, Secretary Laurie Tremblay, Board Member 
Barry Walker, Treasurer Terry Tressler, Financial Secretary 
  

Board of Elders 2023 
 
Arlene Adams Christian Johnston Keith Schelp   
Beth Beasley Jim Joiner Bill Smith 
Paula Braisted Jerry Juergens Jennifer Smith 
Jerry Carter  Gerry Krigelski Kathy Stevens 
Joanne Chappel Ted Lasseigne Jackie Stine 
Liana Cobia Patti Meier Tammi Straughn  
Georgia Fisher Dan Mueller Jan Struck 
Cesar Gomez Karen Nelson Larry Walker 
Steve Griffith Janet Pabor Roger Walker (Head Elder) 
Douglas Hall Rodney Petersen Rhonda Wise 
Janet Hostler Dennis Rick Britta Witcher 
Dr. Terry Hostler Ray Rogers John Woodward  
     

School Board 2023 
 

Albert Cross, Chairman Cynthia Cochran, Board Member 
Elizabeth Davis, Vice Chair Cyndi Threlkeld, Board Member 
Beth Walters, Secretary Mike Rottmann, Principal, Ex-Officio 
Mark Irby, Board Member The Rev. Charles T. Reich, Senior Pastor, E.O. 

Senior Singles 

Senior Singles, please join us for a special outing on January 19. We will enjoy lunch at 
Jacaranda Hotel in Avon Park. It is a lovely hotel. Our reservations are for 11:30. We will meet 
at 10:00 in the parking lot where the old Kmart was, across from Legoland. Please bring your 
friends and enjoy the fellowship. Please call Linda at 863-875-8111 to reserve your spot. 
Leave a message as I will not be home until the 10th. Or call  Deborah Pergande at 863-293-
2403. Please reserve by Monday, January 16, so the restaurant can be notified. 
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When:  Sundays at 9:45; January 15 - Feb. 19 (6 weeks) 
Where:  Mary-Martha Room 
What:  Video series (Parenting Through the Phases by ParentCue) and group discussion led 

by Pastor Brendon 

Why:  · Walk alongside parents who want to be great parents and make the most of their 
 time with their children.  
• Equip and encourage them with skills to be good stewards of the 18 years they 

 have at home with each child.  
• Give parents opportunities to confess difficulties and struggles of parenthood 

 and the paradox of wanting to “get it over with” and making the most of it. 
 

Hey Parents! 
 

Sometimes parenting is a joy and the most satisfying job in the world. And sometimes it feels 
like it’ll be a miracle if you get through it. You’re not alone, and Grace wants to walk alongside 
you in your parenting journey.  
  
Join Pastor Brendon and get connected with other parents who want to be the best moms 
and dads they can be and make the most of their time raising their children. Send the kids to 
Sunday School and join other parents in the Mary-Martha Room at 9:45 AM on Sunday 
mornings starting January 15. We’ll walk through a 6-week video series called “Parenting 
through the Phases” by ParentCue. It doesn’t matter if you’re new to raising kids, if you’re 
right in the thick of it, or if your kids are almost on their own - this series is a chance for you to 
gain skills and receive encouragement to make the most of your time parenting your kids. 
  
Come, and let's learn from the video series and from one another to better help us raise 
the next generation. 



Thank you, thank you, thank you! We just can’t say it enough to all of you who supported our 
Thanksgiving Pie Sale and made it one of our best fundraisers ever.  We baked and sold a record 
number of pies.  We have received some wonderful comments and again are so appreciative. 
  
Please follow the “blue pages” for our upcoming events beginning with the January Book 
Reviews.  We will again be making and providing a delicious lunch for each review.  Our menu 
includes some of your and our favorites.   
  
We have a new and exciting event happening Saturday, April 22, 2023.  This event will be a “gently 
used” purse, accessories, and jewelry sale.  For this event we will serve a delicious brunch for all to 
enjoy.  We will begin accepting donation of items the beginning of April.  Again, check "blue pages" 
for more details as the time nears. 
  
As is traditional, we will have our annual “February Bake Sale” in time for Valentine’s Day.  Again, 
check out the “blue pages” as the time nears.   
  
Remember, all these fundraisers help us to support our various mission projects which we are only 
able to do with your wonderful support and participation. Listed below are the names and addresses 
of our two current seminarians whom we support.  Please feel free to send a card or note of 
encouragement to these young men.  We're sure they would enjoy hearing from some of you. 
 
 Mr. Noah T. Menke                                Mr. Joshua D. Armstrong 
 136 S. Washington St.                            Campus Post Office Box 
 Oxford, MI 48371-4975                        St. Louis, MO 63105-3196 
 (now serving his Vicarage) 

ALTAR GUILD 
  
The ministry of worship preparation is a high privilege, a behind-the-scenes service to the church.   
Guild members, men and women, carry out their responsibilities with joy and love, especially during 
the holiday season. 
  
We are looking for more volunteers, especially for Communion set-up, and clean-up after 5:00 PM 
church and 8:30 AM church services. Members work in teams of 2 or 3 and serve for 2-3 months a 
year.  Winter visitors may serve during the months that they are with us. Please consider serving! 
Please contact Linda at the church office, 293-8447 or laceto@glwh.org. 
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One of the most active groups (1961-present) in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals 
and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the 
month for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 

January 5, 2023-Kick off the New Year with a little relaxation and gentle chair 
stretches. Activities are appropriate for all. Bring your favorite pot luck dish 
to share and we’ll provide a very special surprise dessert to celebrate the 
New Year, Epiphany and YOU! We look forward to seeing you in the new 
year! Join us in the Mary-Martha Room. Arrival begins at 11 AM...11:30 
Devotions and Announcements, Noon –Lunch, Program 12:30 PM 

 

2023 BOOK REVIEW SERIES  
 

Please join us this coming January, 2023, at the 45th Annual Book 
Review series. Reviews are held on Tuesday with bagged or boxed 
lunches, $5, beginning at 12 PM, followed by the Book Review at 
approximately 12:30 PM. Mark your calendars for the following 
dates: 
 
January 10  - Mission at Nuremberg: An American Army Chaplain and 
the Trial of the Nazis (2014), by Tim Townsend - reviewed by Vicar 
Sam Hoag. 
 
January 17 - A Land Remembered (1984), by Patrick D. Smith - 
reviewed by Martha Walker. 
 
January 24 - Red Notice - A true story of high finance, murder, and 
one man’s fight for justice - reviewed by Ed Smith. 
 
January 31 - Golden Girl, by Elin Hilderbrand (the queen of beach 
reads) - reviewed by Rachel Hoag 



American Heritage Girls and Trail Life News 

100+ People, 50+ Dozen Cookies, 26 New Members, 58 Badges, 32 Branch Pins, 100+ Patches, and so many 
memories. 
 
What an amazing first semester for American Heritage Girls and Trail Life! Everyone enjoyed the Joining 
Award Ceremony and Christmas Cookie Exchange. 

Discover Grace 
 
Are you a regular visitor with us? Have you been worshipping with us and have thought about church 
membership, or are you a school family that is looking to find a church home for your family? 
 
Beginning January 25, our Pastors and Vicar will begin our Discover Grace Class which provides information 
on who we are at Grace Lutheran Church. This class is an informal opportunity for you to learn what we 
practice and believe as Lutheran Christians.  
 
You will have the opportunity to ask questions or listen to others as they ask about what we believe and 
teach at Grace Lutheran Church and School. 
 
At the end of the 4 weeks of classes, you can decide whether or not you would like to join the Membership of 
Grace Lutheran Church. New members will be received on Sunday, February 19, at the 10:45 AM service.      



9 - January 2023 

 

 

Weekly “In-Person” Attendance 
Report 

 
11/30 -   36 12/14 -   35 
12/04 - 444 12/18 - 415 
12/07 -   34 12/24 - 709 
12/11 - 392 12/25 - 120 
  

We are also very thankful for  
our many digital worshipers! 

Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran Income Statement  
Compared to Budget for the Three Months Ending October 31, 2022 

 

Parish Statistics 
 

Baptisms 
 

Merrell “Trae” LeFan III - 12/18/22 
 

Deaths 
 

Kathy Sine - 12/07/22 
Marilee Wales - 12/13/22 
Fred Wortman - 12/18/22 
Nils Hendrick - 12/19/22 



SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are 
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

January 
3: No School—Teacher Work Day 
4: School Resumes 
    Beginning of 3rd Quarter 
5: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM 
6 - 14: Boosterthon Fundraiser 
12: Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
17: No School - MLK Jr. Day 
20: Class Pictures 
21: $2 N.U.T. Day 
23 - 31: Scholastic Book Fair 
24 - 28: National Lutheran School Week 
26: Early Release Day  
      Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 1:00PM 
      Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM     

February 
1 - 4: Scholastic Book Fair 
2: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM 
3: N.U.T. Day 
4: Midterm of the 3rd Quarter 
5: CFLAA JV Boys’ Basketball Tournament (Faith, Eustis) 
7-11: MAP Testing (Grades 4-8) 
9: Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
11 - 12: FLAA V Girls’ Basketball Tournament (St. Luke’s, Oviedo) 
14 - 18: MAP Testing (Grades 14 - 18) 
18 - 19: FLAA V Boys’ Basketball Tournament (St. Luke’s, Oviedo) 
21: No School—President’s Day 
23: Early Release Day 
      Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 1:00PM 
      Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
24: $2 N.U.T Day 

Have you ever had the lights go off in your home? 
Maybe there was a storm or some other problem that 
suddenly caused the lights to go off. How did you feel 
when the lights went off? What sources of light did 
you look for? It’s nice to have some emergency 
sources of light. How did you feel when the lights 
came on again? 
  
The prophet Isaiah was called by God to share God’s 
message in a time of darkness. God’s people were 
living in darkness more critical than the lights 
suddenly going off in a storm. It was the darkness of 
not being with God. There was the darkness of 
unfaithfulness and idolatry. Because of their sin, some 
of the people would be taken captive, and they would 
feel like the lights had gone off. The Good News of 
Isaiah is that the lights would not be off forever. Isaiah 
shares the exciting message: “Arise, shine, for your 
light has come.” “The lights are on again!” When Jesus 
came into the world, the light would come on again. 
Jesus would take away the darkness of sin by paying 
the price for our sin on the cross. 
  
We find ourselves in the darkness of sin. We disobey 
the commandments. We do not worship and serve 
God faithfully. But the light has come on again. The 
Gospel writer John calls Jesus the “Light.” Jesus says, 
“I am the Light of the world.” We do not live in the 
darkness of sin, but by faith we live in the light of 
Jesus. 
  
The Epiphany season is sometimes called the season 
of light. The light of Jesus is in the world. Every day, 
the day gets a little longer and brighter as we get 
closer to spring. Every day as we gather around God’s 
Word and the light of Jesus in our school, the light of 
Jesus shines brighter in our hearts and in our school. 
  
When a neighborhood is dark, families invite their 
friends and neighbors to come together around the 
light. During the Epiphany season, we invite our 
friends, neighbors, and the world to gather around 
the light of Jesus with us.  I challenge you to show the 
Light of Christ that lives in you to others.  

 
 

Artists of the 
Month for 
December 

  
John 6th Grade 

Warren 4th 
Grade 

Brayden 
Kindergarten 

 
Get the word out… 

 
At Grace Lutheran School we share our faith openly with 
the families and students that we build relationships with 
every day.  Please share the good news about our Lord 
and Savior; and in doing so, let others know about Grace 
Lutheran.  Let them know what we do for God’s children. 
Please don’t hesitate to ask about ways that you can 
help us in reaching others about our school.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
10:00 AM  Worship  

2 
 

OFFICES CLOSED 

3 
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

4 
 
 
 

  
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 

5 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
11 AM Sunshine Club 
 
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 

6 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

  8   
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

Installation of Officers 
12 PM Families in the 

Park  
 
 
 
 

       9 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Elder Meeting 

10  
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
12 PM Book Review 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

      11 
7:30 AM Uniform Sales 
 
 
1 PM WM Board Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 
 

12 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
 
1 PM Martha Circle  
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

  13 
 

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer 

 
 
 
 
 

LWR Weekend  14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

LWR Weekend 15 
8:30 AM  Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

   MLKJ Day  16 
 

NO SCHOOL 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
5:30 PM Business Mgt. 
6:30 PM Bd of Directors 

                     17 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
12 PM Book Review 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM AHG/TL - TH 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

                    18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 

19 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
 
 

         20 
 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

22 
NLSW kick-off 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Town Hall 

Meeting 
9:45 AM Sunday 

School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

                   23 
NLS WEEK 

 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

                24 
NLS WEEK 

 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Church Staff 
12 PM Book Review 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
 

     25 
NLS WEEK 

GRANDPARENTS 
DAY 

 
12 PM Early Release 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 
 

   26 
NLS WEEK 

 
9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
1 PM Adult Game Day 
 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

      27 
NLS WEEK 

 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 

    28 
  

 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

  29 
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

30 
 

7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 

31 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
12 PM Book Review 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
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