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Jesus had to wait 30 years – but finally the time 
came. 
  
He was on the earth for 30 years, living life in your 
place and mine, doing it all in the way of 
righteousness – and finally the time came. His 
preaching announced it. Jesus’ first words of His 
public ministry as recorded by Mark. “The time has 
come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and 
believe the Good News!” (Mark 1:15)   
  
It’s time to turn to God – that is the essence of 
repentance. Turning away from ourselves, turning 
away form our sinful desires and self-centered 
agendas and turning towards God.  
  
And what does God have for us as we turn to 
Him? Good News! The Gospel! A Savior in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. A Shepherd for our souls, a Light for 
our darkness, an Answer for our problems, a 
Teacher for our ways, a Meaning for our lives, a 
Guide for our direction, and a Leader for our 
purpose.   
  
Do you want to be closer to God? Do you wish to 
get back to your primary reason for being on the 
earth? Do you want more peace in your life? More 
power? More purpose? More Grace? It’s time. 
Repent and believe the Good News. Turn to 
Jesus! Be Rooted! 
  

For more than a year, many have been praying for a 
time of spiritual renewal among the people of Grace 
Lutheran Church and School. It’s been happening, 
and it’s time for it to happen now in a fresh way in 
your life. 
  
Look at the three opportunities listed in this 
newsletter on page 4, that you can stretch and 
extend your own spiritual roots in the Rooted 
Campaign. Turn to the Lord and talk to 
Him. Deepen, invite, give. It’s time.   
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Small Groups Are Back! 
  

Jesus formed a small community group when He called His disciples to follow Him at the 
beginning of His earthly ministry. This group did everything together - they ate together, 
travelled together, and they learned together. They lived their lives together and their 
faith grew while they sat at the feet of Jesus. The life of each member was changed by 
this group, and they are still celebrated 2,000 years later! 
  
Something life-changing can happen when Jesus is at the center of a small group of 
people. Small groups allow for relationships to form much more closely than large 
groups. And being involved in a small group means you have supportive people to 
celebrate joys with you and to grieve hardships with you. You are never alone when 
you’re connected to a small group. And those benefits are amplified when the purpose of 
the group is to grow in Jesus. 
  
We are excited to re-energize small groups at Grace! We will kick-off 2023 with a church-
wide study called “Rooted to Grow.” Discover how to deepen your roots of faith and 
grow into the image of Jesus! 
  
“Rooted to Grow” is a seven-week small group study beginning the week of Feb. 12, 
2023. Groups will discuss how to shape their lives to reflect Jesus Christ through regular 
spiritual habits. Spiritual disciplines are an opportunity to participate with the Holy Spirit 
as He molds us into the image of Jesus throughout our lifetimes. Take a few more steps 
down the path of discipleship with “Rooted to Grow”! 
  
Call the church office to sign up for a small group this February! 

After-School Tutoring Program Asks for Your Help 
 
Have you heard that many children fell behind in their learning during the pandemic? 
Grace Lutheran School has begun to address this problem by starting a new afterschool 
tutoring program this school year with a small grant from the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund. The program promptly filled to capacity and is serving 10 students, with some on a 
waiting list. We provide high quality tutors with advanced degrees to serve our students, 
some of whom are financially needy. To make this program affordable to all our families, 
we offer it at a discounted rate. Besides the grant, we will need help from other sources, 
namely you! If you are interested in investing directly in the achievement of our school’s 
students, please consider making a donation to Grace Lutheran School with LEAP written 
in the memo line. Thank you for your support! Questions? Contact Krista Bernthal, 
Program Administrator, bernthalk@gmail.com.   

Thank You for Your Donations to Senior Orphans! 
 
Our small group is very appreciative of all the donations for Senior Orphans. The 
congregation is always so generous. Senior Orphans only have an income of $600.00/
month or less so their needs are great. Again, thanks. Linda Davy. 
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“ROOTED”... 
God’s love for us in Christ Jesus never fails. In this shifty and uncomfortable world, God has 
given us a mission of making deep-rooted disciples who are not swayed by the crazy teachings 
of our times. 
 

OUR STORY: 
The seed for Grace Lutheran was planted in 1943 when eleven faithful Lutheran Christians 
decided to settle in Winter Haven and worship together. From that time forward, with the 
help of God, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and School has been rooted in effectively 
connecting people to Jesus. As long as the Lord has people in this community to minister to,  
we will be a church and school that people can count on well into the future.   
 

OUR CRUCIAL NEED: 
In 1969, we established a Christian Grade School which soon became the number one mission 
of our church. Our school ministry has grown, flourished and produced graduates who have 
excelled in their chosen fields and who, with a faith rooted in Christ, have become leaders in 
their own communities.  The school is thriving, but we are now beyond capacity.  We are 
having to turn children away. 
 

OUR INTENTION: 
We are not uprooting our heritage, changing Christ’s teachings or moving away. God has 
planted us in Central Winter Haven to continue to grow and blossom. We will remain current, 
adapting to the times while staying rooted in Christ. 

 
OUR PLAN: 
Purchasing the property at 330 Ave C will provide 6/10 new classrooms, a secure entrance 
with administrative control, and a suite of small instructional rooms for classic music 
instruction, thus benefiting our school and community students. A much-needed new parking 
lot and covered drop-off area for church and school will complete our campus. 



 
OUR GOAL: 
Raise 3.5 million dollars over the next two years to contribute to the cost of our plan. 
 

OUR DESIRE: 
100% participation in the “ROOTED” endeavor is our fervent hope. We want you to be a 
part of this exciting and time of new growth in our history.   
 

OUR OPPORTUNITY: 
Here are 3 ways you can participate: 
 

DEEPEN - Your Roots. Read (or listen to) our daily devotions of God’s Word 
written by members of our church and school family, pray for God’s work in 
our lives and commit to gathering in worship each week. 

 

INVITE - others to join the journey by sharing stories of faith and passing 
out ”God Loves You” pocket crosses.  

 
GIVE - Yourself fully to God’s work in your life making a generous 2-year 
commitment to the “Rooted” Vision 
 

 
 

 
 
Eighty years ago, eleven determined, dedicated, faith-filled 
people planted the seeds that have rooted, grown and born 
much fruit for God’s Kingdom here at Grace. Now, it’s our turn 
to send down more roots for our school to grow, thereby 
insuring that we are prepared for the future God has planned 
for us.  
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Mid-Week Worship During Lent 
“By My Hand For My Sake” 
Wednesdays beginning February 22  

 

Worship at 7:00-7:45 P.M. – Sanctuary 
Meal and Fellowship – 5:30-6:45 P.M. – Trinity Hall 

 

“What is your role in the suffering and death of Christ?” Week by week, this question is 
addressed in the sermon by rotating circuit pastors from the perspective of biblical characters 
who actually did have a hand in the crucifixion of Christ. Characters include Adam, Nicodemus, 
Judas, Barabbas, Pilate, the father of the Thief on the Right, and Peter.   

February 22, 2023 
7:00 PM 



Please mark your calendar for our next fundraising event taking place Saturday, February 11, and 
Sunday, February 12. Items from our annual “chocolate bake sale” will be available after the service 
on Saturday and after both services on Sunday. As usual, this is just in time for Valentine’s Day! We will again 
be offering a variety of chocolate items. Also, as usual with our fundraisers, all proceeds go directly to 
support our various mission projects. Please check the Blue Pages for further details and get your “chocolate” 
taste buds prepared for those delicious treats.   
  
We are looking forward to introducing a new and exciting event on Saturday, April 22, 2023. We will have 
a “gently used” purse, accessories, and jewelry sale! And, we will also serve a delicious brunch for all 
to enjoy. We will begin accepting donations of items the beginning of April. Again, check the Blue Pagers for 
more details as the time nears. 
  
Remember, all our fundraisers help us to support our various mission projects which we are only able to do 
with your wonderful assistance and participation. Listed below are the names and addresses of our two 
current seminarians whom we support. Please feel free to send a card or note of encouragement to these 
young men. We’re sure they would enjoy hearing from some of you. 
  
                          Mr. Noah T. Menke                              Mr. Joshua D. Armstrong 
                          136 S. Washington St.                          Campus Post Office Box 
                         Oxford, MI 48371-4975                         St. Louis, MO 63105-3196 
                          (now serving his Vicarage) 

One of the most active groups (1961-present) in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on 
individuals and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday 
of the month for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 

Our February gathering is Thursday, Feb. 2nd ~ Trinity Hall 
Arrival begins at 11:00 AM, starting at 11:30 AM 

Bring a pot luck dish to share. A special dessert will be provided. 
Enjoy a special Valentine’s Day themed gathering with great 

musical entertainment by Dot Reiser.  

March 2nd—Grace Lutheran School 4th Grade Signers and Singers 
Join us in Trinity Hall as our fantastic 4th grade students entertain us 
with their voices and hands.  Gathering time 11-11:30am, lunch at 
noon and program at 12:30.  Bring a pot luck dish to share.  Come and 
show your support for these great children and enjoy this fellowship 
time. 
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American Heritage Girls and Trail Life News 
 
Great things are on the horizon for American Heritage Girls and Trail Life! Both troops will be camping in 
tents this spring and hosting a father/daughter dance and a mother/son event. 



9 - February 2023 

 

 

Weekly “In-Person” Attendance 
Report 

 
12/31 -   80 01/08 - 432 
01/01 - 191 01/15 - 386 
  

We are also very thankful for  
our many digital worshipers! 

Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran Income Statement  
Compared to Budget for the Five Months Ending November 30, 2022 

 

Parish Statistics 
 

Baptisms 
 

Rhiannon Raelee Hill  - 1/22/23 
 

Weddings 
 

Brett Bernthal & Brianna White - 1/6/23 
 

Picasso Griffin & Casey Billman - 1/7/23 



SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are 
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

February 
1 - 3: Scholastic Book Fair 
1: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 3:30PM 
2: $2 N.U.T. Day 
3-4: JV Boys’ and Girls’ CFLAA Basketball Tournament 
6: Midterm of the 3rd Quarter 
6-10: MAP Testing (Grades 4-8) 
9: Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
10- 11: FLAA V Boys’  Girls’ Basketball Tournament  
13- 17: MAP Testing (Grades K-3) 
15: Uniform Sales 7:30 - 3:30PM 
20: No School (President’s Day) 
22: Early Release Day 
      Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
23: N.U.T Day 
  

March 
8: Early Release Day 
    Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 1:00PM 
    Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
10: End of 3rd Quarter 
      $2 N.U.T. Day 
13 - 17: Spring Break - No School 
20: Beginning of 4th Quarter 
22: Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
23: N.U.T. Day 
      Spring Pictures 
31: FLAA Track Meet 

What is love and how do you show it?  This is one of 
those questions that, depending whom you ask, will 
get many different answers. Can you tell if someone 
loves someone or something? If so, how do they show 
it? 
  
We show we love someone by how we treat them. 
When we love them, we want to spend time with 
them; we want to talk with them; and we want to give 
them presents. We also will speak up for them when 
others speak against them. 
  
When Jesus was asked what the greatest 
commandment was, He replied, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39.  Jesus tells 
us we should love God and love others. When we love 
God we want to spend time with Him, talk to Him, and 
give Him presents. How do we know that God loves 
us?  His love letter to us is in the Bible; He speaks to us 
and shares how He loved us so much that He sent 
Jesus to take away our sins. 
  
We love God, and He loves us; but does God love 
those who make fun of us? Tease us? What about 
them? Leviticus 19:8 states, “Do not seek revenge or 
bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but 
love your neighbors as yourself.”  He loves them and 
wants us to love them so much that we do not hurt 
them. Wow! That is really love. 
  
God loves all people so much that He sent Jesus to 
take their punishment for sin. Sometimes it is hard for 
us to forgive other people, especially when they are 
mean or say bad things. But we always remember that 
God loves them, and we can, too. Let us always love 
God and show it with everything we do and say. Let us 
also love those around us and show it. I pray you have 
a great time celebrating Valentine’s Day, but don’t let 
it stop there. Show love to all throughout the year. 

 

Artists of the Month 
for January 

  
Reagan 6th Grade 
Olivia 5th Grade 

Kyler Kindergarten 
 

 
Music 
The 4th Grade Classes will perform at the Lutheran Music 
Festival on Friday, February 24 at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Lakeland. While this event is closed to the 
general public, stay tuned for opportunities to see their 
performance. 

 

Get the word out! 
At Grace Lutheran School we share our faith openly with 
the families and students that we build relationships with 
every day. Please share the good news about our Lord and 
Savior and in doing so, let others know about Grace 
Lutheran. Let them know what we do for God’s children. 
Please don’t hesitate to ask about ways that you can help 
us in reaching others about our school.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
7:30 AM Uniform Sales 
 
1 PM WM Board Mtg. 
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 

2 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
11 AM Sunshine Club 
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

3 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 
 
 
 
 
6 PM AHG Father/

Daughter Dance 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

  5   
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 
 
 
 

       6 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Small Group 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Elder Meeting 

7  
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM AHG/TL - TH 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

      8 
7:30 AM Uniform Sales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 
 

9 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
10:30 Snowbird 

Gathering 
 
1 PM Martha Circle  
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

  10 
 

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer 

 
 
 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
6 PM LWML Chocolate 
Bake Sale 

BLOOD MOBILE 12 
8:30 AM  Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM LWML 

Chocolate Bake Sale 
10:45 AM Worship  
11:45 AM LWML 

Chocolate Bake Sale 
12 PM Families in the 

Park  

   13 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Small Group 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 

                     14 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 

                    15 
7:30 AM Uniform Sales 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 
6:30 PM Discover 

Grace 

16 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
3:15 PM Grace 

Choristers 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
 
 

         17 
 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 
 
 
 
6 PM TLC Training 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

19 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
New Members Rcvd 

Presidents’ Day 20 
NO SCHOOL 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
 
 

                21 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Church Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM AHG/TL - TH 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
 

          ASH      22 
WEDNESDAY 

 
12 PM Early Release 
 
 
5:30 PM Lenten Dinner 
5:30 PM Youth Group 
 

   23 
 

9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
1 PM Adult Game Day 
 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

      24 
 

 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Pastor Meyer 

    25 
  

GLS 8th Grade Golf 
Tournament 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

26 
1st Sunday in Lent  
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

27 
 

7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Business Mgt. 
6:30 PM Bd of Directors 

28 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Church Staff 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Praise Rehearsal 
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