
  

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 11, 2021 - 5:00 PM 

September 12, 2021 - 10:45 AM 

September 12: Introduction 
September 19: Principle 1 - Place the Highest Value on Relationships 
September 26: Principle 2 - Love as Jesus Loves You 
October 3: Principle 3 - Communicate from the Heart 
October 10: Principle 4 - As You Judge, You Will Be Judged 
October 17: Principle 5 - The Greatest Are the Servants 
October 24: Principle 6 - Treat Others as You Want Them to Treat You 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude   “In Christ There Is No East or West” arr. Gilbert Martin 

 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” Hymn 803 

([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 

 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 

 
*The Invocation   
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 
*The Opening Versicles   

Pastor: The ancient prophet Moses calls on us to Love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, soul, and might. 

People: Lord God, help us to put love first in our faith and our friendships. 
 

Pastor:  The book of Proverbs informs us that reckless words pierce like a 
sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
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People: Lord God, inspire in us kind words and affirmations to foster 
trustworthy communication. 

 

Pastor: The apostle Matthew warns us that if we cast judgement, we too will 
be judged. 

People: Lord God, temper our hypocrisy, and give us strength to act with 
integrity and mercy. 

 

Pastor: Christ instructs us to humble ourselves, and our reward will be great in 
heaven. 

People: Lord God, give us wisdom not to exalt ourselves, but rather to act 
with humility and to notice the needs of those around us. 

 

Pastor: In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he reminds us that God demonstrated 
His own love for us by sending His Son to be sacrificed on the cross. 

People: Lord God, let this be a reminder that we should strive to meet the 
needs of others with empathy and compassion. 

 

*The Confession and Absolution  
 

(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we often fall short of these ideals. Let us come before 
You with confession, seeking forgiveness for our sins. 

People: Forgiving God, we confess that our love is not always pure and 
present, our communication struggles, we allow hypocrisy to come to 
the forefront, we don’t walk with You in humility, and we fail to meet 
the needs of others. We humbly ask Your forgiveness for these 
failings. 

 

Pastor: People of God, your confession has been heard. Almighty God, in His 
mercy, gave His Son to die on the cross to forgive you these sins, 
named and unnamed. As a called and ordained servant of the Word 
and by the authority of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
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*The Hymn of Praise  “Where Charity and Love Prevail” Hymn 845 

 (vv. 1 & 2) 
 

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound. 

 
With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn; 

Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love Him in return. 
 

(Please be seated.) 

 
The Old Testament Reading  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10For if 
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and 
has not another to lift him up! 11Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but 
how can one keep warm alone? 12And though a man might prevail against one 
who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  1 John 1:1-3, 4:14-16, 19-21 
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
 

14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 
of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him…19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
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has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” arr. Nick Klemetson 

  (Grace Chorale) 

  
*The Holy Gospel  John 15:12-17 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that 
you will love one another. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn    “In Christ There Is No East or West”  Hymn 653 
  

In Christ there is no east or west, 
In Him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 



6 

 

With God there is no tribe or race; 
In Him we all are one. 

He loves us as His children through 
Our faith in His dear Son. 

 

So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 
Who died to set us free 

From sin, division, hate, and shame, 
From spite and enmity! 

 

Join hands, disciples of the faith,  
Whate’er your race may be; 

Who serves my Father as His child 
Is surely kin to me. 

 
In Christ now meet both east and west; 

In Him meet south and north. 
All Christian souls are one in Him 

Throughout the whole wide earth.  

 
The Sermon “Friends: Jesus Models and Fulfills God’s Idea” John 15:12-17 

 
*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 
 

*Preface Page 177 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and singing: 
 

*Sanctus Page 178 
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*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei Page 180 



9 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Personal Prayer and Blessing upon Leaving Worship 

Almighty and Merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and 
through Word and Sacrament received both the forgiveness of my many sins and 
the assurance of Your love for me in Christ Jesus. I thank You for this undeserved 
grace. Bless me with Your Spirit and keep me in Your gracious favor, that I may be 
an example of trust in You and a vessel of Your love to others, until with all Your 
saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.   

 
(Worshipers are self-dismissed to exit after communing.) 

 

Music during the Distribution 
   

 “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” (vv. 1, 2, 4 & 7) Hymn 813 
 

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your king. 
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Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

With voice as full and strong 
As ocean’s surging praise, 

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 
The psalms of ancient days. Refrain 

 

Yet on and onward still, 
With hymn and chant and song, 

Through gate and porch and columned aisle 
The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain 

 

Praise Him who reigns on high, 
The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One God forevermore. Refrain 

 
  

 “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Hymn 571 
 

God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 
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Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 
Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 

If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 
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