
  

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
LWML SUNDAY 

October 2, 2021 - 5:00 PM 
October 3, 2021 - 10:45 AM 

September 12: Introduction 
September 19: Principle 1 - Place the Highest Value on Relationships 

September 26: Principle 2 - Love as Jesus Loves You 

October 3: Principle 3 - Communicate from the Heart 
October 10: Principle 4 - As You Judge, You Will Be Judged 

October 17: Principle 5 - The Greatest Are the Servants 
October 24: Principle 6 - Treat Others as You Want Them to Treat You 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude  “Fantasy on REPTON” Robert J. Powell 
 (Note: This piece is based on the same hymn tune as our Sermon Hymn today) 

 
Welcome  
 
*Processional Hymn   “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (vv. 1-3, 7) Hymn 528 

([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 
 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace! 

 
My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, The honors of Thy name. 
 

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’Tis life and health and peace. 

 
To God all glory, praise, and love Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
*The Invocation and Opening Versicles (Based on The Relationship Principles 
of Jesus)   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The ancient prophet Moses calls on us to Love the Lord our God with 

all our heart, soul, and might. 
People:  Lord God, help us to put love first in our faith and our friendships. 
 
Pastor: The book of Proverbs informs us that reckless words pierce like a 

sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
People: Lord God, inspire in us kind words and affirmations to foster 

trustworthy communication. 
 
Pastor: The apostle Matthew warns us that if we cast judgement, we too will 

be judged. 
People: Lord God, temper our hypocrisy, and give us strength to act with 

integrity and mercy. 
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Pastor: Christ instructs us to humble ourselves, and our reward will be great in 
heaven. 

People: Lord God, give us wisdom not to exalt ourselves, but rather to act 
with humility and to notice the needs of those around us. 

 
Pastor: In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he reminds us that God demonstrated 

His own love for us by sending His Son to be sacrificed on the cross. 
People: Lord God, let this be a reminder that we should strive to meet the 

needs of others with empathy and compassion. 

 
*The Confession and Absolution  
 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, we often fall short of these ideals. Let us come before 

you with confession, seeking forgiveness for our sins. 
People: Wise and wondrous God, we confess that we allow our tongues to 

lash out in hate, greed, envy, bitterness, and pride. Our 
communication falters, and we are left alone and empty. We humbly 
ask for forgiveness for these failings. 

 
Pastor: People of God, your confession has been heard. Almighty God, in His 

mercy, gave His Son to die on the cross to forgive you these sins, 
named and unnamed. As a called and ordained servant of the Word 
and by the authority of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

*The Hymn of Praise      “Where Charity and Love Prevail” Hymn 845 
 (vv. 1 & 4) 
 

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound. 

 
Let strife among us be unknown; Let all contention cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace. 

 
The First Reading  Proverbs 12:13-14, 18, 15:1, 23, 28 
13An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the righteous 
escapes from trouble. 14From the fruit of his mouth a man is satisfied with good, 
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and the work of a man’s hand comes back to him… 
18There is one whose rash 

words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
 
1A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 23To make an apt 
answer is a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is! 28The heart of the 
righteous ponders how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil 
things. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  James 3:2-12 
2For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as 
well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How 
great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of 
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people 
who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth 
from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 

12Can a fig tree, my brothers, 
bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem “Jesus Loves Me” arr. Ralph Manuel 
 (Grace Chorale) 

 
*The Holy Gospel  Matthew 12:33-36 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
33“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit 
bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. 

34You brood of vipers! How can you speak 
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good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. 

35The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 

36I tell you, on the day of judgment 
people will give account for every careless word they speak. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”  Hymn 853 
 

How clear is our vocation, Lord, When once we heed Your call: 
To live according to Your Word And daily learn, refreshed, restored, 

That You are Lord of all And will not let us fall. 
 

But if, forgetful, we should find Your yoke is hard to bear; 
If worldly pressures fray the mind, And love itself cannot unwind 

Its tangled skein of care: Our inward life repair. 
 

We marvel how Your saints become In hindrances more sure; 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame The casual way we wear Your name 

And by our faults obscure Your pow’r to cleanse and cure. 
 

In what You give us, Lord, to do, Together or alone, 
In old routines or ventures new, May we not cease to look to You, 

The cross You hung upon— All You endeavored done. 

 
The Sermon “Principle 3: Communicate from the Heart” Matthew 12:34 

 
*Profession of Faith - LWML Pledge  

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our 
willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to 
our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice 
to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our 
gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life 
to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with 
Him. Amen.  © 1955 LWML authored by Rev. Harry Fricke  
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*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn    “For All the Faithful Women”  Hymn 855 

 (vv. 1, 9, 3-4) 
     

For all the faithful women Who served in days of old, 
To You shall thanks be given; To all, their story told. 

They served with strength and gladness In tasks Your wisdom gave. 
To You their lives bore witness, Proclaimed Your pow’r to save. 

 
We sing of busy Martha, Who toiled with pot and pan 

While Mary sat in silence To hear the Word again. 
Christ, keep our hearts attentive To truth that You declare, 

And strengthen us for service When work becomes our prayer.   
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O God, for saints and servants, Those named and those unknown 
In whom through all the ages Your light of glory shone, 
We offer glad thanksgiving And fervent prayer we raise 

That, faithful in Your service, Our lives may sing Your praise. 
 

All praise to God the Father! All praise to Christ the Son! 
All praise the Holy Spirit, Who binds the Church in one! 

With saints who went before us, With saints who witness still, 
We sing glad Alleluias And strive to do Your will. 

 
*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” arr. Emma Lou Diemer 
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