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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude  “Three Settings of ‘Lo, How a Rose’” 
 (Johannes Brahms, Dennis Lovinfosse, Kevin Hildebrand)  
 
Welcome  
 
*The Invocation and Call to Worship 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Wait upon the Lord.  
People: Be strong and courageous. 

 
Pastor:   Wait upon the Lord. That’s what Zechariah said. Then he gave thanks, 

saying— 
People:   Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. 
 
Pastor: For He has visited and redeemed His people. 
People: To guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Pastor: Wait upon the Lord. 
People: Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord! 
 
*Processional Hymn     “Angels We Have Heard on High”  Hymn 368 

([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 
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Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 

 
The Confession and Absolution 
Pastor:   God of all mercy and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
People: We admit that we have become impatient with ourselves, each other, 

and sometimes with You. We have turned to our own way and have 
gone astray from Your will. Lost in sin and needing to become strong 
and courageous, we ask You, O Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our 
hearts, and keep us patiently waiting for the promised coming of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Pastor:   Believe and receive the good news! God sent His Son, the Babe of 

Bethlehem, to show His infinite love and forgiveness for all people. 
Your sins are forgiven in the holy name  of  Christ who came and 
indeed, will come again. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Wait upon the Lord. 
People: Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord! 
 

*The Hymn of Praise  “People Look East” (vv.1-2, 4) 
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The Memory Verse Philippians 4:6 
“Do not be anxious...but with thanksgiving present your requests to God.” 

 

The First Reading  Isaiah 51:2-4 
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one 
when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 3For the LORD 
comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4“Give attention to me, my people, and 
give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice 
for a light to the peoples. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem   “Canticle of the Turning” Rory Cooney 
 (Vocal Duet)  

 
*The Holy Gospel  Luke 1:67-79 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 72 to show the 
mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath 
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that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being delivered from 
the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days. 76 And you, child, will be called the prophet 
of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of 
the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high  
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 
*Sermon Hymn     “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”  Hymn 936 

 

Sing praise to the God of Israel! 
Sing praise for His visitation! 

Redeeming His people from their sin, 
Accomplishing their salvation, 
Upraising a mighty horn within 
The house of His servant David! 

 

God spoke by the prophets long ago, 
His promise on oath recalling— 

To Abraham made in former years: 
Of vanquishing foes appalling, 

That those He delivered from their fears 
Might gladly and truly serve Him. 

 

You, child, will go on before the Lord 
As prophet, His way preparing; 

To speak on behalf of God Most High, 
His counsel of truth declaring: 

Rich mercy and grace for all whereby 
Iniquity is forgiven. 

 



6 

 

O bright, rising Sun, now shine on us 
In need of illumination; 

Come scatter the shades of sin and death 
And shatter their domination. 

Be guiding our footsteps on the path 
Of peace, in Your presence dawning! 

 
The Sermon “Wait Upon the Lord with Gratitude” 

  
The Confession of Faith - the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 
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*Words of Preparation  
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 

  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  Hymn 344 
 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
  
 
 
 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Hymn 359 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung, 
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It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 
 

O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know: 

Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn    “Joy to the World”  Hymn 387 
  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 



10 

 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “Joy to the World” arr. Mary Beth Bennett 
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