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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude “St. Anne” arr. Paul Soulek 
 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn  “We Three Kings”   
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar. 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 
O star of wonder, star of night, star of royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain; gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh. 

Prayer and praising, all men raising, worship Him, God Most High. (Refrain) 
 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume, breathes a life of gathering gloom. 
Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 

 
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, alleluia! Earth to heav’n replies. (Refrain) 

 
 *The Invocation and Opening Sentences  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
People: We saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him. 
 
Pastor: You shall see and be radiant. 
People: They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
 

Pastor: They shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 
People: And they fell down and worshiped Him. 
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*The Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
Pastor: Although God has graciously showered the light of His love on us, we 

have not responded in lives of total devotion. But because He has 
graciously promised to forgive, let us go to Him in the name of “Christ 
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in Him.” 

People: Gracious heavenly Father, we confess that we have let the distraction 
of this world turn our eyes from seeing the true Light. We have not 
loved You with our whole hearts. Forgive us and renew in us hearts to 
see, follow, and worship You alone. 

 
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, our heavenly Father sent His Son to take 

to His cross all our sins, and His Holy Spirit has graciously shined the 
light of faith in Christ into our hearts. I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Praise   “The People That in Darkness Sat”  Hymn 412 
 (vv. 1 & 3) 

 
The people that in darkness sat 

A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 

In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 

 
To us a Child of hope is born, 

To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
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*The Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, You led the Magi to see in the star the news of 

Christ’s birth. We give thanks that You have enabled us to see Him as 
our Savior. 

People: Grant us strength of faith to follow where He leads and to worship 
Him with all that we are and have; 

 
Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
The First Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And 
nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up 
your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come 
to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  Ephesians 3:1-12 
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles--
 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given 
to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was 
made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the 
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working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages 
in God who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
*The Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod 
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 
and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 
rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn “Brightest and Best”  Hymn 400 
 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining; 
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 

Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 

 
Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion, 

Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine, 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
The Sermon “Wise Men?” Matthew 2:1-12 

 
*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
 

*Words of Preparation 
   
*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 
 “As With Gladness Men of Old”  Hymn 397 
  

As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day Keep us in the narrow way; 
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 
In the heav’nly country bright Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down; 
There forever may we sing Alleluias to our King. 
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 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Hymn 411 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 
Refrain 

In Him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 
*Recessional Hymn    “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”  Hymn 395 
 (vv. 1, 3, 5-6) 
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,  

Our Lord and master, You have won 
Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious,  
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All victorious, Rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 
Lord, when You look on us in love,  
At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood  
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 

You are our dearest treasure! 
Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us!  

O draw near us! For You teach us 
God’s own love through You has reached us. 

 
O let the harps break forth in sound!  
Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way—  

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
His love is never ending! 

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation!  
Exultation! Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

What joy to know, when life is past,  
The Lord we love is first and last, 

The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,  

Transport us to that happy place 
Beyond all tears and sinning! 

Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!  
Crown of gladness! We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 

 
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Song for the New Year” Gilbert M. Martin
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 Worship Service Leaders 
 
 

Saturday, 5:00 PM 
The Preacher The Rev. Brendon T. Moore 
The Organist Sandy Hulse 
The Communion Deacons Bill McComb, Roger Walker 
The Lector Jan Struck 
The Usher/Greeter Team Rodney & Jane Petersen 
 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
The Preacher The Rev. Brendon T. Moore 
The Liturgist/Celebrant The Rev. Charles T. Reich 
The Organist Sandy Hulse 
The Sound Technician Bruce Wales 
The Elder on Duty Janet Hostler 
The Communion Deacons Fred Aceto, Jerry Carter, 
 Cindy Sensabaugh, Larry Walker, Martha Walker 
The Lectors Dr. Ken Rogers, Janice Graydon 
The Robing Leader Casey Billman 
The Crucifer Olivia Zinsmeister 
The Acolyte Vera Terry,  
The Welcome Team Greeter Matthew Terry with Lucy 
At the Welcome Center  Holly Terry 
The Welcome Team Ushers Steve Hnatiuk, Dr. Ken Rogers, 
 Barry Walker, Chris Zinsmeister 
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