
  

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
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January 23, 2022 - 10:45 AM 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude “God Himself Is Present” arr. Johannes Matthias Michel 

 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn  “God Himself Is Present”  Hymn 907 
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him 

And with awe appear before Him. 
God is in His temple; All within keep silence; 

Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 
He alone On His throne  

Is our God and Savior; Praise His name forever! 
 

God Himself is present: Hear the harps resounding; 
See the hosts the throne surrounding. 

“Holy, holy, holy!” Hear the hymn ascending, 
Songs of saints and angels blending. 

Bow Your ear To us here: 
Hear, O Christ, the praises That Your Church now raises. 

 
Fount of ev’ry blessing, Purify my spirit, 

Trusting only in Your merit. 
Like the holy angels, Worshiping before You, 

May I ceaselessly adore You. 
Let Your will Ever still 

Rule Your Church terrestrial As the hosts celestial. 

 
 *The Invocation, Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 
Pastor: Mighty God, You are the almighty Maker of all creation, in heaven and 

earth, all things visible and invisible. 
People: We confess that we struggle to see Your vision for us in our lives. 
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Pastor: Ever-present God, all things have been created through You. You are 
before all things, and You hold us together. 

People: We confess that, at times, we have failed to protect and be good 
stewards of Your creation. 

 
Pastor: Ruling God, You are the head of the church, and You supremely reign 

over all things. 
People: We confess that we do not always put You first in our lives. We ask 

for forgiveness for this, and for all of our sins known and unknown. 
 
Pastor: Compassionate God, You have reconciled all things on earth and in 

heaven through Yourself. By sending Your Son to be sacrificed on the 
cross, His blood has given us peace, and we receive forgiveness for all 
our sins.  

People: Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Praise    “Earth and All Stars”  Hymn 817 
 (vv. 1, 3, 5-6) 

 
Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Oh, victory! Loud shouting army! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 
  

Refrain 
He has done marvelous things. 

I too will praise Him with a new song! 
 

Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 
Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
 

Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 
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The First Reading  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. 
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the 
LORD had commanded Israel. 

2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, 
on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the 
men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the Book of the Law…5And Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all 
the people stood. 

6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 
answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads 
and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground…8They read from the 
book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 

10Then he said to them, “Go 
your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has 
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy 
of the LORD is your strength.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  Colossians 1:15-20 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him 
and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And 
he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Anthem “Lead Me, Guide Me” Doris Akers 
  (Grace Choristers) 
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*The Holy Gospel  Luke 4:16-23 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written, 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And 
he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of 
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And 
they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you 
did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.”  
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Gospel Acclamation Traditional Hasidic 
 “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” 
 (Grace Choristers) 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn     “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
  

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies,  
For the love which from our birth Over and around us lies:  

 
Refrain 

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 

 
For the wonder of each hour Of the day and of the night,  

Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, Sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain 
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For the joy of ear and eye, For the heart and mind’s delight,  
For the mystic harmony Linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain 

 
For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above; For all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain 
 

For yourself, best gift divine, to the world so freely giv’n;  
Agent of God’s grand design, Peace on earth and joy in heav’n: Refrain 

 
The Sermon “Christ In All Things” Colossians 1:15-20 

 
*Profession of Faith - Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
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     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

*Words of Preparation 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 210 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 
 “O Word of God Incarnate”  Hymn 523 
  

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, Shines on from age to age. 

 
The Church from You, dear Master, Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted O’er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands Still guides, O Christ, to You. 
 

O make Your Church, dear Savior, A lamp of burnished gold 
To bear before the nations Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims By this their path to trace 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, They see You face to face! 

  
 
 
 “Love In Christ Is Strong and Living” Hymn 706 
  

Love in Christ is strong and living, 
Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 
May His will in us be done. 
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Love is patient and forbearing, 
Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 
Reaching out in charity. 

 
Love in Christ abides forever, 
Fainting not when ills attend; 
Love, forgiving and forgiven, 
Shall endure until life’s end. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 
*Recessional Hymn    “Christ the Eternal Lord” (vv. 1-3) Hymn 829 
   

Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim, 
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name; 

With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne, 
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known. 

 
Christ the unchanging Word To ev’ry passing age, 

Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture’s page; 
Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read, 

Within Your Word by faith to find The bread of life indeed. 
 

Christ the redeeming Son, Who shares our human birth, 
And by His death salvation won For ev’ry child of earth; 

Inspire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love abroad, 
That all may honor Christ today And follow Him as Lord. 

 
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Earth and All Stars” arr. Keith Kolander
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The Pastor The Rev. Charles T. Reich 
The Organist Nick Klemetson 
The Communion Deacons Jan Struck, Roger Walker 
The Lector Jane Petersen 
The Usher/Greeter Team Jim Campbell, Linda Davy 
 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
The Pastor The Rev. Charles T. Reich 
The Organist Nick Klemetson 
The Choir Director Stephanie Klemetson 
The Sound Technician Rodney Steffen 
The Elder on Duty Cindy Sensabaugh 
The Communion Deacons Krista Bernthal, Matt Bernthal, Carl Locke, 
 Cindy Sensabaugh, Jennifer Smith, Jeff Wittcop 
The Lectors Jeff Wittcop, Christy Hemenway 
The Welcome Team Greeter Janice Graydon 
At the Welcome Center  Cynthia Butt 
The Welcome Team Ushers Steve Griffith, Carl Rod, 
 Mark Sensabaugh, Larry Walker 
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