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As We Gather 
 
The Sunday of The Transfiguration of our Lord is a high day in the church year calendar. We 
are upon the mountain with our Lord seeing Him literally shine from the inside out. Everything 
is good. But we don’t get to stay in this high place — yet. We must descend with Jesus into the 
valleys below— into the season of Lent. We leave our “alleluias” behind and we won’t be 
singing them again until the high feast day of Easter and the celebration of our Lord’s 
resurrection. So sing out the alleluias today and let today be your light for the end of the 
tunnel. We have the work of love to do in the valleys below— until we meet on the mountain 
again with the Lord forever! 

 
 

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude “Joie et Clarté des Corps Glorieux” Olivier Messiaen 
 (“Joy and Clarity of the Glorious Body”) 

 
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  

Whoever has ears, let them hear.  Matthew 13:43 

 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (vv. 1-2, 4) Hymn 901 
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessèd is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now! 

 
Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 

 
*The Invocation and Opening Sentences  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Christ is faithful over God’s house as a Son. 
People: And we are His house. 



3 

 

Pastor: “This is My Son, My Chosen One; 
People: listen to Him!” 
 
Pastor: Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His holy mountain; 
People: for the Lord our God is holy! 

 
*The Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
(Please kneel or be seated.) 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  Forgive us for our spiritual blindness, 
and renew our faith in You alone. 

 
Pastor: Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguration, even though He 

knew His disciples would forsake and deny Him. He went to the cross 
so that He could offer us all full and free forgiveness. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Praise   “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  Hymn 873 
  

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only light, 
Sun of righteousness, arise; Triumph o’er the shades of night. 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear. 

 
Dark and cheerless is the morn Unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day’s return Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till they inward light impart, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 
Visit then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, radiancy divine, Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day. 

 
The First Reading  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead 
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as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of 
Judah as far as the western sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of 
Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4And the LORD said to him, “This is 
the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your 
offspring.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 
5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to 
the word of the LORD, 6and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab 
opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7Moses 
was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor 
unabated. 8And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty 
days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 9And 
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 10And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like 
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all the signs and the 
wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all 
his servants and to all his land, 12and for all the mighty power and all the great 
deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  Hebrews 3:1-6 
1Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the 
apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed 
him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3For Jesus has been 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses--as much more glory as the builder of a 
house has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by 
someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was faithful in all 
God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but 
Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed 
we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Anthem “Dazzling Presence on the Mountain” arr. Nick Klemetson 
  (Grace Chorale) 
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*The Holy Gospel  Luke 9:28-36 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

28Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and 
James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And as he was praying, the 
appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30And 
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31who appeared in 
glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but 
when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him. 33And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it 
is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses 
and one for Elijah” -- not knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the 
cloud. 35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 
One; listen to him!” 36And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 
they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 

 
*Sermon Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise”  Hymn 798 
 (vv. 1,6-7, 9) 
 

The God of Abr’ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days And God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest. 

 
The goodly land I see, With peace and plenty blest: 

A land of sacred liberty And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow With mercy crowned. 

 
There dwells the Lord our king, The Lord our righteousness, 

Triumphant o’er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace. 
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On Zion’s sacred height His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light Forever reigns. 

 
The whole triumphant host Give thanks to God on high. 

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! I join the heav’nly lays: 

All might and majesty are Thine And endless praise! 

 
The Sermon “THE Exodus” Luke 9:31 

 
[10:45]Receiving of New Members 
 

[5:00]*Profession of Faith - Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
 

*Words of Preparation  
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 210 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 
 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  Hymn 621 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand. 
 

King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away. 
 

At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
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 “O Living Bread from Heaven” Hymn 642 
  

O living Bread from heaven, How well You feed your guest! 
The gifts that You have given Have filled my heart with rest. 
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes! 

My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows. 
 

My Lord, You here have led me To this most holy place 
And with Yourself have fed me The treasures of Your grace; 

For You have freely given What earth could never buy, 
The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die. 

 
You gave me all I wanted; This food can death destroy. 

And You have freely granted The cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit The favor You have shown, 

And all my soul and spirit Bow down before Your throne. 
 

Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav’nly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, To serve with holy fear. 

And when You call my spirit To leave this world below, 
I enter, through Your merit, Where joys unmingled flow. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 
*Recessional Hymn     “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”  Hymn 417 
   

Alleluia, song of gladness, Voice of joy that cannot die; 
Alleluia is the anthem Ever raised by choirs on high; 
In the house of God abiding Thus they sing eternally. 

 
Alleluia, thou resoundest, True Jerusalem and free;  

Alleluia, joyful mother, All thy children sing with thee, 
But by Babylon’s sad waters Mourning exiles now are we. 
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Alleluia cannot always Be our song while here below; 
Alleluia, our transgressions Make us for a while forgo; 

For the solemn time is coming When our tears for sin must flow. 
 

Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, Grant us, blessèd Trinity, 
At the last to keep Thine Easter With Thy faithful saints on high; 

There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully. 

 
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr” Johann Pachelbel 
 (“All Glory Be to God on High”)  
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 Worship Service Leaders 
 

Saturday, 5:00 PM 
The Pastor The Rev. Charles T. Reich 
The Organist Nick Klemetson 
The Communion Deacons Vickie Ryan, Roger Walker 
The Lector Jan Struck 
The Usher/Greeter Team Chuck & Carol Smith 
 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
The Pastor The Rev. Charles T. Reich  
The Organist Nick Klemetson 
The Sound Technician Bruce Wales 
The Elder on Duty Bet Tucker 
The Communion Deacons Fred Aceto, Krista Bernthal,  
 Matt Bernthal, Ron Booth 
The Lectors Linda Aceto, Fred Aceto 
The Robing Leader Leslie Ladner 
The Crucifer Maxwell Ladner 
The Acolytes Brayden Carbone, Dakota Van Volkenburgh 
The Welcome Team Greeter Linda Aceto 
At the Welcome Center  Judy Hinsch 
The Welcome Team Ushers Steve Hnatiuk, Larry Walker, Chris Zinsmeister 
  

CREDITS 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Creative Communications for the Parish, by Reed Lessing, © 2021, a division of Bayard, Inc,. 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. 
www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scriptures taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Online. https://esv.literalword.com/  


