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“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Psalm 23:4 (KJV) 

 
Psalm 23 is a microcosm of a journey from despair and loneliness to everlasting joy and 
comfort. In the span of three verses, we are taken from the darkest valley to the ultimate 
destination of our faith, The House of the Lord. 
 
This Lenten 5-part series will take us through both Psalm 23 and the book of Revelation, 
where we will experience both Christ’s 40-day journey to the crucifixion, as well as the 
promises of the heavenly kingdom that we hear in John’s apocalyptic account. 
 

************************************** 
 

Week 2 - A New Jerusalem 
 
Briefly touched on in Week 1, Week 2 gives us two contrasting visions of the city of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem was the central location for Luke in his Gospel. It is first mentioned in Luke 2, when 
Jesus is brought to the temple to be presented, and the Gospel concludes with the ascension, 
where Jesus’ disciples witness it and return to Jerusalem with great joy. The resurrected Jesus 
tells his disciples that they should proclaim repentance for forgiveness of sins to all nations, 
beginning in Jerusalem (Luke 24:47).  
 
The state of Jerusalem in Luke 13 is a far cry from its description in Revelation. After being 
warned that King Herod wants him dead, Jesus doubles down and says that his ministry will 
continue, just not in Jerusalem at that time. He describes the city as forsaken, and he will not 
return until they say “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 13:15). This 
mirrors Revelation and the Seven Blessings told throughout the book. Contrast this 
depressing, hopeless Jerusalem to the New Jerusalem depicted in Revelation, where we see a 
new heaven and a new earth, the holy city coming down from heaven. We will dwell with God 
as his people and he will wipe away all the tears from our eyes. Once again, the Lenten 
journey need not overcome us. We can see the glorious destination at the end of the road. 
 

 

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

International Missions Video  

 
Welcome  
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*Processional Hymn  “Rise, Shine, You People”  Hymn 825 
 (Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

With grace unbounded. 
 

See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
Now are forgiven. 

 
Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
To all the world go out and tell the story 

Of Jesus’ glory. 
 

Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 
His new creation. 

 
 

 
*The Invocation, Opening Litany and Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. 
People: But Lord, we are consumed with wanting more. 
 
Pastor: He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside still 

waters, He refreshes my soul. 

People: But Lord, we allow our souls to be drained of Your life-giving water.  
 
Pastor: He guides me along the right paths for His name’s sake. 
People: But Lord, we often stray from Your path to follow our own. 
 
Pastor: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. 
People: But Lord, we are afraid, and struggle to find our way. 
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Pastor: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

People: But Lord, we don’t always find our seat, forgive us and guide us on 
the paths of Your righteousness. 

Pastor: Surely Your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

People: Forgive us Lord, and lead us into Your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Pastor: In our darkest valleys we need not fear. The Lord is with us, He shelters 

us in His loving arms where no harm will come to us. God will wipe 
every tear from our eyes. The Lamb of God has taken away the sins of 
the world, and one day we will be reunited with him in everlasting 
peace.  

People: Amen. 
 

*Theme Song “As Your Spirit in the Desert” (v. 3) Susan Palo Cherwien 

[10:45]The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Clark Frank Cobia 

 
The Lord’s Command and Promise of Baptism 
 
The Profession of Faith 
Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
People: I do renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 
People: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
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People: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Rite of Baptism 
 
The Symbols of Baptism 
 
Prayer for the Baptized 
 
(Pease stand.) 
 
*Baptismal Song “Father Welcomes” Hymn 605 
 

Refrain 
Father welcomes all His children To His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 
 

Little children, come to me, For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 
In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured: 

Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again. Refrain 

 
The First Reading  Revelation 21:1-7  
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5And he 
who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also, he 
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said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one 
who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading  1 Corinthians 10:1-6 
1For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock 
was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things took place as examples for us, 
that we might not desire evil as they did.  
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Anthem     “Must Jesus Bear the Cross (Lonesome Valley” arr. Joseph M. Martin 
  (Grace Chorale) 

 
*The Holy Gospel  Luke 13:31-35 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, 
I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I 
finish my course. 33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and 
the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 
Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!  
35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 
*Sermon Hymn “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”   Hymn 673 
 (vv. 1, 3-4, 6) 
  

Jerusalem, my happy home, 
When shall I come to thee? 

When shall my sorrows have an end? 
Thy joys when shall I see? 

 
Thy gardens and thy gallant walks 

Continually are green; 
There grow such sweet and pleasant flow’rs 

As nowhere else are seen. 
 

There trees forevermore bear fruit 
And evermore do spring; 

There evermore the angels dwell 
And evermore do sing. 

 
O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

For that bright home of love 
That I may see Thee and adore 

With all Thy saints above. 

 
The Sermon “A New Jerusalem” Luke 13:31-35 

 
[5:00]*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
 
*Words of Preparation 
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 
 “Children of the Heavenly Father”  Hymn 725 
 

Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
  
 
 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” Hymn 606 
 

I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us From the accursèd load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

 
I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 
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I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

 
I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 
 
 
 

 “Jerusalem, O City Fair and High”  Hymn 674 
 

Jerusalem, O city fair and high, 
Your tow’rs I yearn to see; 

My longing heart to you would gladly fly, 
It will not stay with me. 

Elijah’s chariot take me Above the lower skies, 
To heaven’s bliss awake me, Released from earthly ties. 

 
O happy day, O yet far happier hour, 

When will you come at last, 
When by my gracious Father’s love and pow’r 

I see that portal vast? 
From heaven’s shining regions To greet me gladly come 
Your blessèd angel legions To bid me welcome home. 

 
The patriarchs’ and prophets’ noble train, 

With all Christ’s foll’wers true, 
Who washed their robes and cleansed sin’s guilty stain, 

Sing praises ever new! 
I see them shine forever, Resplendent as the sun, 

In light diminished never, Their glorious freedom won. 
 

Unnumbered choirs before the shining throne 
Their joyful anthems raise 

Till heaven’s arches echo with the tone 
Of that great hymn of praise. 

And all its host rejoices, And all its blessèd throng 
Unite their myriad voices In one eternal song. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn    “How Firm A Foundation” (vv. 1-3) Hymn 728 
   

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 
“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 
“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “Rise, Shine You People” arr. David Cherwien
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