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“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Psalm 23:4 (KJV) 

 
Psalm 23 is a microcosm of a journey from despair and loneliness to everlasting joy and 
comfort. In the span of three verses, we are taken from the darkest valley to the ultimate 
destination of our faith, The House of the Lord. This Lenten 5-part series journeys us through 
both Psalm 23 and the book of Revelation, where we will experience both Christ’s 40-day 
journey to the crucifixion, as well as the promises of the heavenly kingdom that we hear in 
John’s apocalyptic account. 
 

************************************** 
 

Week 4 - Worthy is the Lamb 
 

The Christus Paradox, Jesus as both Lamb and Shepherd. We will lack nothing because the 
Lord is our Shepherd. Simultaneously, He is also the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world. Revelation describes a slain lamb, who by its blood ransomed people for God and 
brought forth the heavenly kingdom. By this sacrifice, this lamb becomes worthy, is uplifted 
and celebrated, and receives honor and glory and blessing. 
 
This is a strange but apt parallel to the return of the Prodigal Son. The younger of two 
brothers receives his share of inheritance, only to leave home and squander it through 
reckless living. After exhausting all of his resources, he realizes he should return home, repent 
(see Week 3), and hope his father will forgive him, which his father not only does, but also 
regales him in fine clothing and initiates a huge celebration. 
 
As Jesus was slain as the Lamb of God in the place of sinners, he was then raised up, glorified 
and celebrated as the Savior of all. So also the Prodigal Son lost everything, hit rock bottom 
and was then welcomed back with open arms and a grand celebration. Even in what seems 
like our most hopeless times, we are not without hope. God’s mercy and grace follows us all 
the days of our life and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

 

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
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International Missions Video 
  
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn  “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”  Hymn 912 
(Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build; 

With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. 
On His great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above. 

 
Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore, 

And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore 
Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away. 

 
Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring;  

Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing 
And thus proclaim In joyful song, Both loud and long, That glorious name. 

 
*The Invocation, Opening Litany and Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. 
People: But Lord, we are consumed with wanting more. 
 
Pastor: He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside still 

waters, He refreshes my soul. 

People: But Lord, we allow our souls to be drained of Your life-giving water.  
 
Pastor: He guides me along the right paths for His name’s sake. 
People: But Lord, we often stray from Your path to follow our own. 
 
Pastor: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. 
People: But Lord, we are afraid, and struggle to find our way. 
 
Pastor: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
People: But Lord, we don’t always find our seat, forgive us and guide us on 

the paths of Your righteousness. 
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Pastor: Surely Your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

People: Forgive us Lord, and lead us into Your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Pastor: In our darkest valleys we need not fear. The Lord is with us, He shelters 

us in His loving arms where no harm will come to us. God will wipe 
every tear from our eyes. The Lamb of God has taken away the sins of 
the world, and one day we will be reunited with him in everlasting 
peace.  

People: Amen. 
 

*Theme Song “As Your Spirit in the Desert” (v. 4) Susan Palo Cherwien 

The First Reading   Revelation 5:6-12 
6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I 
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and 
with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was 
seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures 
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they 
sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, 10and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11Then I looked, and I 
heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many 
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with 
a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Second Reading  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
*The Holy Gospel  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 

2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 
 
11“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 
divided his property between them. 

13Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. 

14And when he had spent everything, a 
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 

15So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his 
fields to feed pigs. 

16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, 
and no one gave him anything. 

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish 
here with hunger! 

18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you. 

19I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

21And the son said to him, 
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‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 

23And bring 
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 

24For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate. 

25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 

26And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 

27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
entreated him, 

29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 

30But when this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for 
him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 

32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 
is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 
*Sermon Hymn “Look Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious”   Hymn 495 
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The Sermon “Worthy Is the Lamb”  
 
*Profession of Faith - Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
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      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Communion 
 
*Words of Preparation 
 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Agnus Dei  Page 163 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 
 “The Lamb”  Hymn 547 
   

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 
Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 

  
Refrain 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 
The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 
 

The Lamb, the Lamb, As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
So still, His will On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain 

 
He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 
 

He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now overflows. 
His song prolong Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain 
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 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Hymn 770 
  

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
  
 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” Hymn 610 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free And make me pure within.  

 
Lord Jesus, think on me, By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be And taste Your promised rest. 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, O be my health and life! 

 
Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray;  

Through darkness and perplexity Point out Your chosen way. 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past, 
I may the eternal brightness see And share Your joy at last. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
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*Recessional Hymn     “What Wondrous Love Is This”  Hymn 543 
  

Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “Look, The Sight Is Glorious” arr. J. Wayne Kerr
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