September 12: Introduction

September 19: Principle 1 - Place the Highest Value on Relationships
September 26: Principle 2 - Love as Jesus Loves You
October 3: Principle 3 - Communicate from the Heart
October 10: Principle 4 - As You Judge, You Will Be Judged
October 17: Principle 5 - The Greatest Are the Servants
October 24: Principle 6 - Treat Others as You Want Them to Treat You

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2021 - 5:00 PM
September 19, 2021 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Prelude

“How Firm a Foundation”

arr. Robert Hobby

Welcome
*Processional Hymn “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Hymn 909

([10:45] Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.)
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone,
Chosen of the Lord and precious, Binding all the Church in one;
Holy Zion’s help forever And our confidence alone.
To this temple, where we call You, Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;
Come with all Your loving-kindness, Hear Your people as they pray;
And Your fullest benediction Shed within these walls today.
Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful All the gifts they ask to gain;
What they gain from You, forever With the blessèd to retain;
And hereafter in Your glory Evermore with You to reign.
Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever three and ever one:
One in might and one in glory While unending ages run!

*The Invocation and Opening Versicles
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:

The ancient prophet Moses calls on us to Love the Lord our God with
all our heart, soul, and might.
Lord God, help us to put love first in our faith and our friendships.

People:
Pastor:

The book of Proverbs informs us that reckless words pierce like a
sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
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People:

Lord God, inspire in us kind words and affirmations to foster
trustworthy communication.

Pastor:

The apostle Matthew warns us that if we cast judgement, we too will
be judged.
Lord God, temper our hypocrisy, and give us strength to act with
integrity and mercy.

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Matthew later instructs us to humble ourselves, and our reward will be
great in heaven.
Lord God, give us wisdom not to exalt ourselves, but rather to act
with humility and to notice the needs of those around us.
In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he reminds us that God demonstrated
His own love for us by sending His Son to be sacrificed on the cross.
Lord God, let this be a reminder that we should strive to meet the
needs of others with empathy and compassion.

*The Confession and Absolution
(Please kneel or be seated.)
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Heavenly Father, we often fall short of these ideals. Let us come before
You with confession, seeking forgiveness for our sins.
Loving God, we confess that we don’t always love first. Our faith can
be weak, our friendships can falter. We fail to trust in You as our
relationships around us suffer. We humbly ask for forgiveness for
these failings.
People of God, your confession has been heard. Almighty God, in His
mercy, gave His Son to die on the cross to forgive you these sins,
named and unnamed. As a called and ordained servant of the Word
and by the authority of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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*The Hymn of Praise “Where Charity and Love Prevail”

Hymn 845

(vv. 1 & 6)
Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.
For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same.

The First Reading

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And
these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates.
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Lector:
People:
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

Romans 13:8-10
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Mark 12:28-33

The Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the
most important of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no other commandment greater than these.” 32And the scribe said to him, “You
are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides
him. 33And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with
all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45]The Anthem

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”
(Grace Choristers)

Trad. English

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church
*Sermon Hymn

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds”

Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear.

When here our pathways part, We suffer bitter pain;
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet again.
From sorrow, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity.
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The Sermon “Principle 1: Relationships Have the Highest Priority” Mark 12:29-31
*Profession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
Pastor:

People:

Page 212

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

*Recessional Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Hymn 922

Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing You are My own.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.
I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.
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*Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

“Christ Has Made the Sure Foundation”

arr. Robert Hobby
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