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Notes on Tonight’s Worship 
 
As you enter, you join with those who have worshipped the Savior on Christmas 
Eve throughout the last 2000 years. You are encouraged to keep silent, listen to 
the music letting it touch your heart, open your mind, and prepare your spirit for 
worship with sincere prayer from your heart to your Savior. This particular worship 
service includes ancient elements of Christian worship: readings of God’s Holy 
Word, prayers, traditional carols, and festive brass. It encourages us to ponder the 
wonder and significance of this holy night so long and worship our Savior 
personally with all of our heart, mind, strength and soul.   

 
WE LOVE CHILDREN! We have a staffed nursery for infants through age 3, out the 
double doors of the sanctuary by lectern (front left) and from patio on right, next 
to Trinity Hall. Your children are always welcome to remain with you for the 
service or with the attendant in the nursery. If you are unfamiliar with Grace 
Lutheran Church, an usher will be happy to direct you.   
 

To think about—Who would have thought that Almighty God would come 
down to us—born as a tiny babe in a forgotten town and laid in an animal’s 
manger? That baby, that Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is here tonight. Meet Him 
as He comes to you in worship through His Holy Word.  
 
Offerings:  Offering plates are located in the Narthex as you enter and up front 
before the altar steps. Please place offerings and communication or prayer 
request cards in the offering places before or after service begins. Envelopes for 
confidential giving are located in the pews. 
 
Candles: Real fire! When lights are passed from candle to candle during the 
singing of Silent Night, remember to never tip a burning candle—only the unlit 
candle should be tipped to receive the flame. After singing, please gently 
extinguish candles for a time of silence.   
 

A Prayer Before Worship on Christmas Eve 
God our Father, on this night You sent Your Son into our broken world as a 
vulnerable infant. Angels glorified You and shepherds rejoiced in Your coming. 
Draw us together to rejoice tonight in the salvation You graciously offer us 
through a child born in a manger. Bring us like the angels to sing Your glory, like 
the shepherds to tell it on the mountains, and like Mary to keep pondering the 
wonder of it all; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

 
Tonight’s Pre-Service Music for the Holy Night 

 
“Overture” from Messiah G. F. Handel 
 (Organ) 
 

“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” J.S. Bach, arr. S. Drummond Wolff 
 (Festival Brass and Organ) 
 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” arr. Taylor Davis 
 (Grace Chorale) 

 
“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” from The Nutcracker  
 (Piano) P.I. Tchaikovsky, tr. Stepan Esipoff 
 
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (The Rose)” arr. Craig Hella Johnson 
 (Grace Chorale) 
 

“Gloria” Daniel Pinkham 
 (Festival Brass and Organ) 
 

“Rejoice Greatly” from Messiah G.F. Handel 
 (Meredith Wohlgemuth, soprano) 
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The Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Eve Service  
 

December 24, 2021 
8:00 PM  

(The *indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

*The Welcome, Greeting and Call to Worship 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People: For unto us a Son is given. 
 
Pastor: To us a Son is born. 
People: And the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
 
Pastor: And His name shall be called— 
People: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God 
 
Pastor: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
People: Let us worship the King who is here! 
 
*The Processional Hymn    “O Come All Ye Faithful” Hymn 379 

(with Brass) 
 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
  

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God In the highest: Refrain 
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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

*The Salutation and Collect 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You are here. We come to adore You on bended 

knees with hopeful hearts. Our eyes stretch wide with awe and wonder. 
May Your enduring presence bring healing to the broken, joy to the 
downtrodden, and love for the lonely. On this Holy night, we pray with 
gratitude for Your coming. By Your Spirit, You reside in our hearts. You are 
here. We adore You. 

People: Amen.    
 
 (Please be seated.)  
 
The First Reading Isaiah 9:6-7 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Anthem “A Celtic Gloria” Joseph M. Martin 
  (Grace Chorale) 
 
The Second Reading Hebrews 10:19-25, NIV 
19Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 
faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching. 
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*The Gospel Processional 
As the Bible is carried into the center aisle, the congregation turns to face the cross 
for the reading of the Gospel. We do this as a reminder that God has come to be 
among us. During the procession the congregation sings:  
 
 “Angels We have Heard on High” (v. 1) Hymn 368 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
*The Christmas Gospel Luke 2:1-20 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!” 
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*The Hymn Verse    “Angels We have Heard on High” (v. 2) Hymn 368 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 
Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
(Gospel continued) 
5When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned,  
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
As the Bible is carried back to the Altar, the congregation sings: 
 
*The Hymn Verse “Angels We have Heard on High” (v. 3) Hymn 368 
  

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 
Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
The Children’s Message  
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*The Sermon Hymn   “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (vv. 1-2, 5) Hymn 367 
 (with Brass) 
 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 
Shepherds in the field abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 

Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 
 

All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

 
The Meditation “He’s Here!” 
 
*The Hymn of Response  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Hymn 361 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 
 

How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 

 



O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
*The Prayers of Christmas  
Pastor: Heavenly Father, in the midst of these darkened nights, may we never 

lose sight of the gift that You gave us on that first Christmas night. In 
Christ Jesus, You have saved us from our sins, given as an eternal 
healing from every virus and each disease, removed from us the curse 
of death and brought life and immortality to light.  

People: May faith in the Christ Child be born again in each of us tonight. May 
Your Spirit cast out our sin and enter in and renew us to live as Your 
true sons and daughters until we are finally home with You.  

 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, in love for us You left Your heavenly throne, came 

down to us, was born upon this earth, laid in a humble manger and 
endured all the trials of daily life. Thank You for dwelling among us, 
being raised in a family like ours, walking the streets of our villages and 
doing it all in perfect righteousness.  

People: As families and friends gather in houses of worship this evening, 
digitally and in person, fill the hearts of Your people so that Your love 
dwells in our homes, Your grace is raised in our families, and Your 
peace is shared in our communities.  
 

Pastor: O Prince of Peace, in Your mercy remember those serving in the Armed 
Forces who are far from home this night and be with their families 
here at home. Guide our government leaders to steadfastly work for 
justice and freedom for all people.  

People: Bless those who enforce the law and those who obey the law with 
grateful cooperation, respect and protection.  

 
Pastor: During this holy season of the year, remember in Your mercy, O Lord, 

all of those who are lonely and isolated as well as those who are 
neglected or forgotten. Encourage all who despair, comfort the 
grieving, give strength to the weak and enlighten the lost. All of this we 
ask through the Name of our Savior You have given us, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

Christ’s Light Comes to Us 
 

 “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam 
 (Mer Wohlgemuth) 

 

The Lighting of the Candles  
Advent has passed, Christmas has come. We light the Christ Candle to 
remind us that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)  

We share that light from the Christ candle one to another this evening 
and every day of our lives. “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness,’ made His Light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)  

 
 “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
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Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

(The candles are extinguished.) 
 
A Time for Silent Meditation 
 
*The Benediction  
Leader: May the Almighty and Merciful God, 
 Who gives you the gift of Himself at Christmas 
 Comfort you with eternal peace 
 Fill you with unconditional love 
 And inspire you with unending joy 
 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen! Glory to God in the highest! 
 
*The Recessional Hymn   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymn 380
 (with Brass)  

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

 
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
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Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
 
The Postlude “Canzona no. 29” Girolamo Frescobaldi 
 (Brass and Organ) 
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The Homilist and Officiant The Rev. Charles T. Reich 
The Liturgist  The Rev. Brendon T. Moore 
The Organist/Choir Director Nick Klemetson 
The Sound Technician Bruce Wales 
The Elder on Duty Cindy Sensabaugh 
The Robing Leader Leah Welter 
The Crucifer Mina UIllrich 
The Acolyte Sylvia Ullrich 
The Greeters Carla Davis, Judy Hinsch 
The Ushers Dr. Don Eason, Mark Sensabaugh, Barry Walker 


