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JESUS IS THE FOCUS HEBREWS 12:2
Sir, we wish to see Jesus.
So many things keep coming at us in life that
it is easy for us to get confused and lose
focus. Questions persistently stare at us,
relentlessly demanding answers. Is God
hearing my prayers? Why does my life never
seem to get easier? Why does it always have
to be so hard? Does this really matter to
God? Do I matter? Where do I go now?

It’s coming – The Red
Letter Challenge

And yet, so many of these questions are
answered, and many times silenced, when
Jesus, the Lord of Life, is our focus. It’s not
just a simplistic answer, and yet is it. When
we focus on Jesus, everything else softens. A
song line says, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
look full in His wonderful face, and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of
His glory and grace.”
One day, some Greeks came up to the
disciple Philip and said, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” (John 12:21) These people were not
looking to the latest poll numbers for chances
of a new political leader to solve all their
problems. They didn’t want to hear the
recent scores, philosophies, or weather
predictions, or even get directions to the
most talked about restaurant. They just
wanted to see Jesus!
How about you? What does seeing Jesus
mean for you today? Think about that – and
let Jesus and His unlimited love for you settle
into your soul. You really do matter to Him –
so focus on Him!
Rev. Charles T. Reich

A challenge to believe and actually do what
Jesus says.
This is a 40-day devotional challenge
beginning September 15. You don’t want to
miss it. Get your devotional book today in
Trinity Hall.
To get even more out of this challenge, get
involved with a small group. You’ll be glad
you did. Jesus is the focus!
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Join us as we choose the BEST Chili in town!

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:

Channel your inner chef or simply treat your tastebuds!
There is something for everyone.
This is a light hearted, fabulously free event. Bring a friend and join the fun!
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Feeling up for the challenge?
Sign up in the narthex & cook up your favorite family recipe.

863-299-9186

August 2019 - 3

Sunday School
Children ages 3 through 5th grade are
welcome to join us in the preschool wing each
Sunday from 9:45-10:30 AM for Sunday
School. On August 18, we will be previewing a
new Sunday School curriculum during the
Sunday school hour. We will be digging into
God’s word together and learning about what
the Bible has to say about honesty. We invite
you to come check it out any or all of the
weeks! (And we would love your feedback
about what you think about the new
curriculum.) In mid-September, we will dive
into the Red Letter Challenge!
August 11: Naaman and Elisha’s servant
August 18: David and Ahimelek
August 25: Esther and Haman
September 1: Confession: We can ALWAYS be
honest with God!
September 8: 252 Kids Family Worship
(Parents are invited to come check out
Sunday School WITH their children!)
September 15: Red Letter Challenge Kick Off
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Confirmation
Confirmation Ministry: Students in 7th and 8th grade are encouraged to participate in
Grace Lutheran’s confirmation ministry. Look in the mail for a confirmation information letter
at the beginning of August! For those families with students in middle school, here are some
key dates to put on your calendar:
Confirmation Orientation in the Mary-Martha Room: Sunday, August 18, 9:45-10:30 AM
Confirmation Instruction: Every Sunday morning in the Mary-Martha Room: 9:45-10:30 AM
Acolyte Training: In the Sanctuary - Wednesday, September 11, 5:00-6:00 PM

For 8th Grade Students:
Confirmation Luncheon: Saturday, April 4, 2020
Rite of Confirmation: Sunday, April 5, 2020
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OUTREACH & GOING TEAM (Mission Council): Meets the 3rd Tuesday each month in the Mary-Martha Room at 6:30
PM. It’s primary emphasis is reaching out into our community to share Jesus. As the “Going” part of “Grace for all
Generations,” we work to be equipped and to equip others to share Jesus with friends, neighbors, and family. Our
members and our congregation also missions in our community, state, nation, and worldwide. If this is of interest to you
and sounds like a place to use your gifts and talents, please join us.

Calendar Notes
Going Team Meeting - Aug. 20; 6:30 PM
Fall 2018, Winter & Spring 2019 New Member
Reunion - Sept. 7
Church Service Volunteers Training - Sept. 11

MISSION PARTNERS



The Special Offering collected for Highlands International Lutheran
School Library in Papua New Guinea gathered over $3,000 to replace
books that were lost as the result of a fire that destroyed the Library. The
funds will go to the Papua New Guinea Mission Society earmarked for
Highlands School Library. It’s not too late to make a donation. The
students in Grades K-12 thank you, too!

AUGUST
The Mission
Papua New Guinea Mission Society

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Yesterday we received your gift and just
wanted to take a minute to thank you so
much for the support to our ministry. We
know we are in your hearts and thoughts,
as you always are in our hearts and
thoughts.
Thank you for the prayers; know that we
are working on the growth of our
ministry. We know that God never
abandons us and that we will always find a
helping hand to help us and support us
along the way.
In Christ,
Pastors Cobos and Sanabria
Tampa Hispanic Ministry

Missions we
Support with our
Mission Gifts
The Mission
Operation Barnabas
Papua New Guinea
Mission Society
Lutheran Hour
Ministries
Haley Center
Life Choice Pregnancy
Center
Tampa Hispanic Mission
Lutheran World Relief
Anchor House
Redeeming Life
Pregnancy Center
Meals on Wheels

BOND

LEARN
ENGAGE
SERVE
SHARE
Grace members
are mindful of
B.L.E.S.S. and
equipped and
encouraged to put
it into practice as
they are “Going”
to the neighbor.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
What is Jobs for Life: J4L is a biblically based, no cost
transformational, 8 week program that helps the under-employed find
their right work-place. Students meet twice a week for dinner
followed by two hours of interactive instruction. The journey toward
success is maximized by pairing each student with a mentor who
walks alongside coaching and encouraging. This program is sponsored
by Heart for Winter Haven.
Grace Lutheran Church has been hosting Jobs for Life for several years
with limited participation in the actual Jobs for Life program. This fall
we want to become not only the host for J4L, but also active
participants in the educational program. More people are needed for
the success of the program. We are looking for a people to serve in
the following positions and training is provided:
-Champion Team Leader: Recruits, equips, directs and encourages a
team of dedicated mentors who walk beside the students throughout
the training.
-Champions: Commit journey with a J4L student for a 2-6 month
period providing friendship , support, guidance, assistance and a
sense of community that will help the student complete the course (a
kind of cheerleader). We will need 2 champions per student enrolled.
-Course Instructors: Teaches and facilitates the J4L curriculum in a
caring and professional approach to set the stage for learning to
create and atmosphere for student interaction and participation.
For more information or to sign up as a Champion Team Leader,
Champions, or Course Instructor please contact Judy Hinsch (Site
Coordinator) at (561) 859-1883 or FLJUDYH@yahoo.com or Jeff
Wittcop at the Church Office 293-8447.
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The month of August is typically THE month for recruiting. August is the month of “beginning again” all the activities
that generally coincide with the beginning of a new school year. For the Worship Arts Ministry, vocal and bell choir
rehearsals soon begin, and planning for Christmas services and other big events also begin in earnest.
Before I get into my “recruiting” speech for adults, I’d like to highlight just a couple of opportunities for children.
1. The Kidz Choir, open to all children grades 1-5, offers choral training beyond what is received in the children’s
regular weekly music class. The children are given the opportunity and encouraged to sing in regular weekend
worship services approximately once a month with other children who are especially excited about singing. Kidz
Choir meets each Thursday during the school year at the end of the school day. Sign-up takes place at the
beginning of the new school year.
2. The Fine Arts School of Central Florida is beginning its 13th season of offering private instruction in piano, guitar,
or other musical endeavors, as instructors are available. Lessons are typically given during the school day. New
students, both young and older, are welcome to enroll. For further information, please contact Wynn Bonner at
ext. 264.

UPDATE ON CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS
A. The Live Streaming Ministry is in operation, currently broadcasting on the Grace Lutheran Church website,
GLWH.ORG. Live streaming takes place at 10:45 AM each Sunday. In addition, archives of several weeks of past
services are also available to watch at your convenience. We are currently working on being able to broadcast the
Live Stream to both Facebook and YouTube. You can access Live Streaming on any computer connected with the
internet. You may also use a smart phone. We are in need of ministry partners.
B. With the successful operation of our Live Streaming broadcast, our weekly radio broadcasts on WLKF radio ended
at the end of June. If you don’t have access to Live Streaming and would like to hear the 10:45 AM Sunday worship
service, you may contact the church to request a CD copy of the previous week’s service. Of course, you will need a
CD player to play it.
C. The installation of our new sanctuary sound system and a continuation of upgrading our sanctuary lighting system
will begin the first week of August. Upon completion, the Praise Team will move out of the balcony back to their
former location on the main floor. We are in need of ministry volunteers.

UNUSUAL MINISTRY PARTNER REQUEST…please read
This is NOT the usual “recruiting” or “seeking of volunteers” request I publish each August. I am, however, seeking
MINISTRY PARTNERS to “turn people in” that their gifts may be used for the good of all God’s people and His church. I
would like for congregation members to become my “tattletales.” For example: when you hear someone singing well in
worship, find out their name and write it on a guest card along with a comment, and write “Attn: Wynn” on it. Or, if
you learn through a conversation with someone that they are good at the computer, write that on a guest card and
place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the office. Contact information for that person would be helpful but is not
required.
Here are suggestions of “people gifts” to be on the look-out for: good singers; those who say they can play or have
played an instrument; someone that can read music notes; those that have good rhythm; someone who may be good
on the computer or is gifted technically with electronics; someone who is involved with cameras or video
equipment. These are just a few of the things you can watch for.
You may “tattle” anonymously or you may divulge your name on the guest card. The person(s) you tattle on will be
contacted and asked a few simple qualifying questions about the gift you’ve observed them to have. No “pressure
sales” involved here.
Your help as a Worship Arts Ministry Partner will be greatly appreciated. Even if no additional ministry partners are
found, I will at least have had the opportunity to get to know some of you a little better.
Serving God’s people together with you,
Wynn Bonner
Director of Worship Arts
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August 1, 2019 LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! Bring a brown bag lunch and meet in the MaryMartha Room for a movie and lunch. We’ll provide root beer/coke floats for the group.
Special Time - 10:00 AM...Movie first, then lunch. Bring a friend with you! MOVIE “HEAVEN
CAN WAIT.”
September 5, 2019 - Pot Luck Lunch and Live entertainment, “Eddy Rivers.” Eddy is a well
polished singer and entertainer. His love of music shines through in each of his
performances. Arrival begins at 11:15 AM in Trinity Hall.
October 3, 2019 - Olive Garden for Lunch - 11:30 AM Pastor Appreciation Month.
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals and couples,
providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and
fellowship.

Senior Singles
Senior Singles: We are not planning a group activity for August. However, some of you may
want to meet up for lunch, etc. Please watch Blue pages for information regarding pontoon
boat ride in September. We will do an hour boat ride and then have lunch together. All senior
singles are invited to join us for fun and fellowship. Please call Linda Davy with questions
about this fun group.

Senior Orphans
Yellow Bags: For the last several years, one of the small Bible groups has been collecting for
Senior Orphans using Yellow Bags during the Christmas season. We have purchased 600 bags
(over 3 years) and reuse them each year. However, many are not returned, and we only have
110 bags out of 600. We would appreciate these bags being returned, full or empty, so that
we do not have to purchase bags again. Our group appreciates the generosity shown by the
congregation to the Senior Orphans who have less than $600/month income.
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Capital Campaign
Giving For All Generations Bridge Report
God is so good! As of this writing we are only one hundred twenty-three thousand, two hundred sixty-three
dollars away from reaching our campaign goal of one million, three hundred fifty-five thousand dollars. That
is over 90% towards our goal! Thank you to everyone that has contributed to the campaign and a special
thank you to those that have gone above and beyond their original pledge! If you have not pledged or find it
in your heart to continue to give it is not too late! The additional funds will allow us to complete all the
projects planned. Please continue to keep the campaign in your prayers! Praise God for he continues to bless
us at Grace!

Weekly Attendance Report
May
May 26 - 497

June 23 - 357
June 30 - 309
July

July 7 - 375
July 14 - 348

Weddings
Peter Carrerou &Jensen Harlow - 4/24
Kyra Love & Robbie Harriage - 6/15

Baptisms

June
June 2 - 379
June 9 - 405
June 16 - 416

Parish Statistics

July 21 - 410

Samantha Nicole Gilbert - 6/16
John Parker “JP” Gilbert - 6/16

Deaths
Bill Chorney - 5/29
Rolf Holum - 6/16
Veryls Daniels - 6/23
Robert Scott Brakefield - 6/26
Ed Haight - 6/29
Gettie Gaines - 7/11
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Treasurer's Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement Compared to Budget
For the Eleven Months Ending May 31, 2019
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance
$21,873.14
($59,800.50)
$81,673.64

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

$85,235.27
$77,780.89
$7,454.38

$1,016,301.77
$908,646.71
$107,655.06

$994,428.63
$968,447.21
$25,981.42

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

$211,337.75
$108,801.15
$102,536.60

$1,333,165.82
$1,283,334.96
$49,830.86

$1,175,803.68
$1,241,213.04
($65,409.36)

$157,362.14
$42,121.92
$115,240.22

Preschool:
Income
Expenses
Net

$42,272.21
$32,246.02
$10,026.19

$398,307.98
$368,488.32
$29,819.66

$404,708.75
$390,863.16
$13,845.59

($6,400.77)
($22,374.84)
$15,974.07

Capital Campaign:
Total Pledged
Total Received to Date as of 4/30/19

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund

$1,337,802.66
$1,231,737.79

$805,719.76
$127,150.75

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions
directly to a charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an
IRA include:





The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are
based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of
85%. Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be
taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 7.5% of AGI in 2018 and 10% of AGI
in 2019. By lowering this threshold by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for
those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k)
and married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year,
as calculated annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot
be received by the account owner).
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Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, we will
continue to encourage our students to share their
faith with others. As they do so, I encourage you to
do the same. Blessings to you as we continue to do
what the Lord has commanded us in the gospel of
Matthew.

How many of you have collected things when you
were younger? You may even still collect these
items. I have a special baseball card collection that I
treasured for years. When we treasure something,
such as a special collection, we make every effort to
know everything about it.
In the Bible story about Mary and Martha, Mary
knew that what Jesus was teaching was something
to be treasured. She wanted to learn everything
there was to know about Jesus and what He had to
teach. God has given us a special treasure in His
Word. He wants us to treasure it and realize how
very special it is. Once again this school year, all
students at Grace Lutheran will be learning about
and growing in God’s Word. With the help of the
Holy Spirit working in their hearts, they will
hopefully treasure this very special gift.
I loved sharing my collection with my family and
friends because it was so special. Yet Jesus, and what
He did for me on the cross, is a much greater
treasure. And I want to share this treasure with
everyone I know. I want to tell them about the
Father who loves me and provides for me. I want to
share about Jesus who came to Earth and died for
me and rose again so I can have new life. I want to
share about the Holy Spirit who lives in me and
guides me every day. I want to share the important
news of my faith with everyone I meet.
Even though I still enjoy looking at my baseball card
collection, I eventually outgrew it; it is no longer as
important to me as it used to be. The great news is
that we will never outgrow the Word of God or what
He did for us. It is a treasure for the rest of our lives
and into eternity.

One of our upcoming 4th graders during Space camp.

SCHOOL CALENDAR:
August….
5 – Open House
7 – First Day of School
10 – 2nd Grade Family Bible Day
11 – Teacher Dedication Service @ 10:45

September….
2 – Labor Day
9 – 13 – MAP Testing (K-3)
10 – Fall Picture Day
16 – 20 – MAP Testing (4-8)
25 – 27 – FL/GA Educator’s Conference

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and
are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

3

11:15AM Sunshine
Club - TH
5 PM Worship Svc
7 PM Men’s BB - Gym

4

5

8:30 AM Worship Svc
9:30 AM Fellowship &
Bible Study Hour
10:45 AM Worship
12 PM Families in the
Park - Grace Campus

10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff
12 PM God’s Guys
5 PM School Open
House - TH
5 PM Uniform Sale
5:30 PM Wholy Fit-YR

11

8:30 AM Worship Svc
9:30 AM Fellowship &
Bible Study Hour
10:45 AM Worship

12

18

25

12 PM Chili Cook-Off

13

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
7:15 PM Praise Band

19

20

7:30 AM Staff Devos-LR 8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff
12 PM God’s Guys

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:30 PM Going Team
7:15 PM Praise Band

26

27

7:30 AM Staff Devos-LR 8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

8

9

10

10 AM Family Bible Day

5 PM Worship Svc

7 PM Men’s BB - Gym

8:25 AM K-8 Chapel

14

6 PM All-Youth - YR

8:25 AM K-8 Chapel

15

16

17

9:30 AM LWR Quilters
3 PM Kidz Choir - MR
5 PM Worship Svc

7 PM Men’s BB - Gym

21

22

9:30 AM LWR Quilters
10 AM Sunshine Board

23

24

1 PM Adult Game Day

6 PM Stephen Ministry

8:25 AM K-8 Chapel

28

3PM Girl Scouts - WC
5:30 PM Wholy Fit - YR 5:30 PM Prayer Svc
5:30 PM Business Mgt
6:30 PM Bd of Directors 7:15 PM Praise Band

9:30 AM LWR Quilters

1 PM WM Board Mtg.

3 PM Girl Scouts - WC

5:30 PM Wholy Fit
6 PM School Board

8:30 AM Worship Svc
9:30 AM Fellowship &
Bible Study Hour
10:45 AM Worship

7:30 AM Staff Devos-LR
9 AM Opening Chapel

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
5:45 PM Gathering
Team - Th
7:15 PM Praise Band

7:30 AM Staff Devos-LR 8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study-MM
10:30 AM Admin Staff

5:30 PM Wholy Fit

8:30 AM Worship Svc
9:30 AM Fellowship &
Bible Study Hour
10:45 AM Worship

6 1ST Day of School 7

3 PM Kidz Choir - MR
3:15 PM CPR Training

5 PM Worship Svc

7 PM Men’s BB - Gym

29

9:30 AM LWR Quilters

30

31

3 PM Kidz Choir - MR
5 PM Worship Svc

6 PM All-Youth - YR

7 PM Men’s BB - Gym
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Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne
of God. (Hebrews 12:2)

