Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for
many.” (Matthew 20:28) Christ’s Church is sent to serve. Grace Lutheran Church and School of Winter Haven,
Florida, is sent to serve. We are sent to serve.
Like many mothers, the mother of James and John wanted the best for her sons. She wanted them to be
successful, and they wanted that too. “Jesus, make my sons great! Give them wonderful positions at Your
right hand and at Your left.” This request prompted Jesus to call all of the disciples together for a teaching
opportunity in the ways of God. “Whoever would be great among you must be your servant.”
(Matthew 20:26)
Jesus not only taught these words, He also practiced these words. The Son of Man came to serve as teacher,
miracle worker, and Savior. He came to serve the distressed and distraught. He served by feeding thousands,
healing the sick, and washing His disciples’ feet. He served various ages, various races, and various classes.
Greatest of all, He served people’s deepest need by giving His life as a ransom to save all people from sin,
death, and hell. Rising from the dead and ascending to Heaven, He sent His followers to serve with His peace
and in His Name. This “sending” has come to you and me today. “Peace be with you,” Jesus says, “As the
Father has sent Me, so I am sending you.” (John 20:21)
“Sent to Serve” is an appropriate theme for our congregation and school in the academic year 2020-2021,
especially in this corona virus era. Even if you are continuing to shelter in place, you are still the deployed
staff of the Lord, sent to your own residence to serve. Many have learned that even if they are confined to
their homes, there is still much service they can do in the Lord’s Name, especially lifting the people of His
Church up in prayer and asking His hand of service to be extended in our communities. Much digital service,
old fashioned letter writing, and never-out-dated phone calls of encouragement have been extended over
the last of couple of months. (Thank you for these!) People walking through their neighborhoods have served
their neighbors with supportive care. Our congregation continues to serve our community by feeding the
homeless in partnership with The Mission, equipping people for paid work with the Jobs4Life ministry, aiding
individuals affected by shutdowns, and supplying Meals on Wheels with faithful volunteers and
contributions.
A great service to our community is Grace Lutheran School, set to resume in-class service to children this
month. Grace-filled teachers are sent by our congregation to serve children in our community. They are sent
to serve children whose baptismal faith is being nourished by Christian parents. They are sent to serve
children who first hear of the Savior in our classrooms. They are sent to serve the diverse children of our
immediate neighborhood and across East Polk County.
In a prayer-filled School Board meeting Monday night, it was determined that the best way for our teachers
to serve the students the Lord has entrusted to our school ministry is with face-to-face instruction beginning
on August 10.
Numerous measures have been implemented to keep teachers and students safe, including masks, teacher
face shields, rigorous sanitation routines, compartmentalization of classes, specific entry and exit points for
each class, and non-use of common areas.
(continued on next page)
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Please be remembering this important ministry in your prayers.

In 2019, the LCMS Youth Ministry published “7 Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry.” One
of the principles is “Serve and Lead.” The resource noted, “Young people are watching the
church and looking for the love of Christ to overflow to their neighbors.” (p. 28) The
students of Grace Lutheran School are being sent to serve with school community
projects during the year and alongside members in the church’s endeavors. They are
learning that greatness according to Jesus means serving others, and they are seeking to
put service into practice.
Staying safe during the COVID-19 era presents special challenges to service endeavors. It
also presents new opportunities. I encourage you to be attentive to those opportunities.
The Lord has chosen us to serve Him at this particular time in these particular
circumstances. He knows what He is doing. Serving others is being great. It is the
greatness we want for our children, and it is what we are sent to do. “Peace be with you,”
says our Savior, “As the Father has sent Me, so I am sending you!”
In His Service,
Pastor Charles Reich

The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 2938447 or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, August 18, at 6:30 PM in the Mary Martha Room. Join us
as we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and
international missions. For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation at 863-2938447, or email jwittcop@glwh.org.

BOND
LEARN
ENGAGE
SERVE
SHARE
Grace members
are mindful of
B.L.E.S.S. and
equipped and
encouraged to put
it into practice as
they are “Going”
to the neighbor.

The Going Team
The first meeting of the Going Team will
take place on Tuesday, August 18, at 6:30
PM. We would like to invite any members
who are interested in Missions and the
work being done in various missions we
support. Please join us!
Jeff Wittcop, Outreach and
Assimilation Director

THE MISSION

“Want to connect with our community and learn more about what we
teach and believe? Join us in September for our Discover Grace class.
Watch for more information to come
in the September Voice of Grace
Newsletter!

August 16
8:30 AM-12:30 PM
Be sure to eat a good
meal and drink plenty
of water before giving
blood.
Make a Difference!
HELP SAVE A LIFE!

AUGUST
MISSION
PARTNERS

“Discover Grace”

CALENDAR
Aug 16: Blood Drive 8:30-12:30

and

Aug 18: Going Team Meeting 6:30

The Papua New
Guinea Mission
Society

Sept. 15: Going Team Meeting 6:30

Sept. 24: Serve Lunch at the Mission

Jobs for Life will have a new summer
class which will begin in August and
be completed at the end of
September. This will be a VIRTUAL
CLASS (using ZOOM or MEETING)
done on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
6:00 PM til 8:00 PM. To learn more
about the classes call 863-291-6270
or email to heart4wh.org/
employment.
Grace Lutheran Church is a Mission
Partner with Heart for Winter Haven
which sponsors Jobs for Life.

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY SUPPORT TO PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Grace Lutheran Church will be supporting a missionary along with all the other local, national, and
international missions we support. At the time of this writing, we do not know which missionary we will be
supporting in Papua New Guinea. The funds allocated will be a part of other funding the missionary is
receiving. Our hope is that one day we might be able to fully support one missionary for service abroad.
While, many of the missionaries that are serving overseas have been brought home because of the
pandemic, we hope they will be able to return to their stations soon and continue God’s work of sharing
Jesus.
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We are again offering children’s church during the sermon at the 8:30 & 10:45 AM services. Social Distancing
Precautions:
•
•
•
•

Children will walk to and from children’s church inside of a hula-hoop to help remind them to social
distance while in line. Children will need to remain 6 feet apart traveling to and from children’s church.
Children will remain on spot markers in the classroom so that we can practice social distancing during
children’s church.
Children ages 8 and older will wear a mask.
Children under age 8 (not wearing masks) will have children’s church in a separate classroom.

If parents/guardians are not comfortable sending their children to children’s church, children are more than
welcome to remain in the Sanctuary during the sermon.

Please talk with your children ahead of time and make sure they are aware of the social distancing
precautions before attending children’s church. In order to provide a safe experience for all our children, we
will need to bring children back to their parent(s) if they are unable to follow social distancing guidelines.

Children are welcome to join us in the
Youth Room on Sundays at 9:45 AM for
Sunday School. Please read over the
posted social distancing procedures
with your child before entering the
room so we can continue to be as safe
as possible. If you aren’t ready to join
us in person yet, or are away
throughout the summer, you can
continue to join us for Sunday School
on Facebook live! (Videos posted in the
KidMin Facebook page) If you know
ahead of time when you will be away,
pick up a Sunday School at Home kit
from the white shelf in the Narthex.
These at home kits will have the
supplies you will need to participate
with us even if you aren’t in the room
with us! There is an at home kit for
each week of Sunday School through
August, so check the date on the bag!

Weekly Attendance Report
7/5 - 167
7/12 - 184

7/19 - 197
7/26 - 220

Parish Statistics
Deaths
Chris Rogers - 7/21/20

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified
distributions directly to a charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified
Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax
calculations are based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a
maximum of 85%. Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social
Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By
lowering this threshold by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those
that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single
($200k) and married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on
investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance
costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for
the year, as calculated annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the
funds cannot be received by the account owner).

Overall Update
Regarding church finances, we are thankful for your ongoing generous support through on-line
giving, automatic withdrawals, and mailed-in envelopes. Because of your generosity, we have been
able to help people affected negatively by the current economy. We have also received a major gift
that has allowed a church endowment fund to be established so that the interest earned from the
gift may help fund future ministry endeavors.
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SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

Grace Lutheran School 2020-2021 Staff Roster

Please join us on Sunday, August 9, at the 8:30 AM
worship service , as we have a Service of Installation and
Dedication of our Faculty and Staff, and also Recognition
of Distinguished Service.

The Teacher Commissioning
Sarah Duffy - Music

The Teacher Installation
Melissa Davis - Kindergarten
Christie Thompson - 3rd Grade
Adrienne Richardson - Art
Tracy Navarro - C.A.R.E.

The Recognition of
Distinguished Service
Gill McIntee - 10 Years
Leah Welter - 15 Years
Jessica Zealley - 15 Years
Mike Rottmann - 25 Years
Teri Ogle - 30 Years
Julie Sear - 30 Years
Jon Peterson - 35 Years

The Dedication of The
Grace School Faculty and
Board
The Dedication of
Public School Teachers
The Dedication of
Home School Teachers

Michael Rottmann – Principal
Susie Woods – Administrative Assistant
Jon Peterson – Technology/ Asst. Principal
Gillian McIntee – Preschool Dir/ Admin Asst.
Kristen Willis – PS2
Jennifer Williams – Preschool Full Time Sub
MV McCullough – PS3
Kylie Martin – PS3 Assistant
Jessica Zealley – PK4
Pat Beacham – PK4
Cindy Garcia – PK4 Assistant
Carol Grothouse – K
Melissa Davis – K
Shannon Lingley – 1st
Heather Winchester – 1st
Eve Adams – 2nd
Julie Sear – 2nd
Christie Thompson – 3rd
Beth Walters – 3rd
Mariah Linkenbach – 4th
Michaela Oxar – 4th
Wendy Kirin – 5th
Amy Lutton – 6th
Jake McGee– 7th
Cynthia Butt – 8th
Chris Miller – P.E.
Sarah Duffy – Music
Adrienne Richardson – Art
Tracy Navarro – C.A.R.E.

SCHOOL BOARD

Kyle Cobia
Mike Krigelski
Albert Cross
John King
Carl Locke
Cyndi Threlkeld

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families
with a strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through
Jesus Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and
country.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion

Worship with Holy
Communion

2

3

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

10

8:30 AM Worship
7:30 AM Staff Devotions
Installation of Teachers 10 AM Chapel - Virtual
9:45 AM Children’s
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
12 PM Families in the
Park - Pre-School
Playground

Worship with Holy
Communion

16

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Children’s
Sunday School - FB
10:45 AM Worship

23
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Children’s
Sunday School - FB
10:45 AM Worship

17

6 PM School Board Mtg

24

30

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Children’s
Sunday School - FB
10:45 AM Worship

25

7:30 AM Staff Devotions 10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

31
7:30 AM Staff devotions

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Exec. Elders
6:15 PM Praise Band

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

13
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

14

15

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion

6 PM Youth - YR

19

20

12 PM School Early
9:30 AM LWR Quilters
Release
1 PM Women’s Ministry
Board Meeting

21

26

7:30 AM Uniform Sales

22

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

6 PM Stephen Ministry
6 PM Youth - ZOOM

5 PM Worship Svc

27
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

6 PM American
Heritage Girls
6 PM Youth - YR

8

5 PM Worship Svc

12

18

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM American
Heritage Girls
6:15 PM Praise Band
6:30 PM Going Team

7

6 PM Youth - ZOOM

10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM American
Heritage Girls
6:15 PM Praise Band

6
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

11

7:30 AM Staff Devotions 10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

5:30 PM Bus. Mgt.
6:30 PM BOD Meeting

Worship with Holy
Communion

5

10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Children’s
Sunday School - FB
10:45 AM Worship

9

4

28

29

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM
5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion
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