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Talk about inclusive?! Everything is included in the mission of Christ, EVERYTHING! Nothing gets left
out! Christ’s mission includes ALL of US and it includes ALL of EACH of us! These are two huge statements
for us to unpack. We will be doing just that with Bible Studies, sermons, chapel messages, and devotions
over the next 12 months. “In All Things” is the theme for our church and school ministries during the
2021-2022 academic year. Take close note of what the Apostle Paul was inspired
to write: “For in [Christ] all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell and through Imagine what it’s
Him to reconcile to Himself ALL THINGS, whether on earth or in heaven, making
actually going to
peace by the blood of His cross.” (Colossians 1:19)
look like when
Christ returns and
This is tremendously Good News for each of us. Our bodies, minds, and souls,
and even all creation, gets made new through the death and resurrection of
we get to see all
Christ Jesus. Imagine what it’s actually going to look like when Christ returns and things reconciled!
we get to see all things reconciled! Won’t that be a marvelous sight? The
inclusion of you, and me, and All of us!
The world often thinks inclusion means “include me, but don’t ask me to do anything differently, and
certainly don’t ask me to change!” Jesus’ grace-filled inclusion doesn’t give us that option (and with good
reason).
Consider these inclusive truths from the book of Colossians:
1. Christ is the Creator of all things and becomes a creature Himself, entering into His own
creation.
2. Christ reconciles all things to Himself through His death and resurrection.
3. Christ (risen, ascended, and complete) reigns over all authorities inside and outside of the
church.
4. Christ transforms the lives of all His people into His image.
5. Christ promises to return to restore all things and make His reign explicit for all to see.
I look forward to seeing you in worship and unpacking these truths together. Be included! He wants all
of us and - all of each of us!
Pastor Charles Reich
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It’s coming –
The Relationship
Principles of Jesus
This is a 40-day devotional and small group
effort to better our relationships with people
beginning September 12. You don’t want to
miss it. Get your devotional book today in
Trinity Hall and join a small group.
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Senior Singles
FINALLY!!! Senior Singles, please mark your calendars for Friday, September 24. We will
go to Bok Tower for FREE, compliments of Wawa. So, those who want to walk and enjoy
the beauty of Bok Tower Gardens can do so, while others can relax on the patio. Then
we will have lunch together. So, ask your friends (they do not need to be a Grace
member) to join in on the fellowship. Watch for more details in the blue pages.
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August 5 - 10:00 AM “A Morning at the Movies”...movie “Hidden Figures”.
BYOL (Bring your own lunch) and we’ll provide root beer floats. Pastor
Brendon birthday recognition.

September 2 - Program being finalized. Arrival 11-11:30 AM, lunch and
program from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM. It will be a big “Wow!”

Oct. 7 - Pastor Appreciation Month and Pastor Charles’ birthday recognition.
More details to come.
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine Club focuses on individuals and couples, providing social
interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and fellowship.

Meet at the covered
pavilion by the
playgrounds. Contact
Liana Cobia,
lcobia15@gmail.com,
for more information.

The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us
GO and bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us
a call, 293-8447 or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!

August 22, 2021
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Be sure to eat a good meal
and drink plenty of WATER
before donating blood.
Make a difference:
HELP SAVE A LIFE!

On June 19, in cooperation with Habitat for
Humanity and The Community Churches of Winter
Haven, the following individuals helped with the
building of two homes for two homeless families in
our Winter Haven community:
Dan Trinklein, Rhonda Wise, Judy Hinsch, Don
King, Steve Hnatiuk, Matt Bernthal, Deborah
Pergande, Linda Aceto, Christian Johnston, Mark
Sensabaugh, Cindi Stayer, and Jeff Wittcop
Thanks for a job well done!

AUGUST CALENDAR
August 17
Going Team Meeting
6:30 PM - MM Room

August 22
Blood Donation Day
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 14 - November 11
If you would like to volunteer by serving as a
prayer partner, a champion, providing a meal, or
as an instructor, contact Judy Hinsch at 561-8591883 or email at FLJUDYH@yahoo.com.

OUR GOING TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP
Our church mission statement includes three areas of emphasis - Grounded, Gathering,
and Going. We are looking for individuals who are willing to serve on our Going
Team. Our Team is responsible for Going to our neighbors to connect them to Jesus; to
our community through our support of local missions; and to our national and
international missions. The Grace Going Team needs new people with new ideas to
share and grow the excitement of “Going” in Grace Lutheran Church. Our first meeting
this fiscal year is August 17, at 6:30 PM. Our meeting lasts about an hour.

B OND
L EARN
E NGAGE
S ERVE
S HARE
Grace members
are mindful of
B.L.E.S.S. and
equipped and
encouraged to
put it into
practice as they
are “Going”
to the neighbor.

MISSION
PARTNERS
August 2021

The Mission
Tampa Hispanic
Mission
Missionary
Support Papua
New Guinea
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The Role of the Choir in Worship
Nick Klemetson, Director of Worship Arts
One of the activities I’m most excited about here at Grace is when the Grace Chorale gets up and rolling again. In
terms of worship leadership, the organist and choir have separate but equally important roles. Essentially, they
are both the ‘leader of the people’s song.’
Had the Reformation not happened, we may not even have organs in worship. Explained briefly, we know that the
organ had little to no role in worship prior to the 16th century. In the Catholic church at the time, the choir and
clergy were the primary worship leaders. The congregation did not sing, rather, they were sung at. Typically the
Mass Ordinary (Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy), Gloria (Glory to God), Credo (Creed), Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy), and
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) would be either a style called plainchant (a single melodic line sung in unison), or the
choir would sing antiphonally, meaning they were divided in two and one would sing in response to the other (this
is still done today, primarily during the singing of psalms).
One of the primary goals of the Reformation was to put worship into the voices of the people, hence the use of
the vernacular (German) and the addition of the chorale (a simple melody used for congregational song). At this
time, the organ and choir took over musical leadership of worship. At the Thomaskirche (St. Thomas Church), in
Leipzig, the organist-choir master (a man you may know by the name of J.S. Bach) would compose a weekly
cantata involving choir, organ, vocal soloists, and instrumentalists, all organized throughout the liturgical year.
The tradition of true congregational song, started during the Protestant Reformation, continues today. The church
body, in the words of Ephesians 5:19, sings ‘psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs’ weekly in worship. While the
organist drives the tempo, mood, and overall style of each hymn, the choir is actually the true leader of the
People’s Song. I had always surmised that the congregation would sing inherently better when being led by a
vocal song leader, but it wasn’t until the pandemic that I was able to definitively determine it. On a weekly basis,
the choir fills this ‘song leader’ role, taking the responsibility of singing strongly, clearly, and accurately to lead the
congregation in song (hence why I like to refer to them as “the little congregation”).
The choir does not sing for its own sake, rather, they enhance and enliven worship by strongly leading
congregational song, as well as providing music that the congregation cannot sing, also known as an ‘anthem.’
Anthems are not “Hey! Look at me!” moments, rather, they provide an opportunity for reflecting and rejoicing on
the overall message for the day. Through anthems and other opportunities, the choir also enables more musical
diversity in worship, with the ability to sing music of all eras and styles.
In the previous edition of the Voice of Grace, I briefly discussed the concept of ‘excellence.’ To define that further,
for me, excellence is when an individual or group strives to reach their highest potential. The Grace Chorale is not
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and that’s okay, but in striving for excellence, the choir not only gives their best to
the Glory of God, but also raises the potential of the congregation to sing more strongly and confidently. In other
words, excellence trickles down, and as I concluded in the previous article, God deserves nothing less.
Finally, beyond their leadership role in worship, the choir has a leadership role in the community. The choir should
be a redemptive and affirming community where members of the church body can gather, sing praise to God,
learn, teach, and help each other. A choir values every single person that takes a chair. A choir misses you when
you are gone, and rejoices in your presence when you are there. No matter one’s individual talent level, one’s
presence makes the choir a greater whole, rather than just the sum of its parts. The choir allows us to work
together to achieve a common goal, and when that goal is reached, the level of satisfaction cannot be quantified,
but its importance is immense.

So, if choir participation is something you have considered in the past but haven’t taken the plunge yet, I would
ask you to consider jumping in. Every. Single. Person. has a role in my choirs, and all are welcomed and celebrated
when there. With your participation, the choir becomes one of the most important ministries and fellowship
opportunities the church can offer, not just for ourselves and each other, but also to the Glory of God by
enhancing and magnifying His worship and our worship lives. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any
questions or if you’d like to learn more about me and how I provide leadership for the choir. Keep an eye on the
announcements for a start date, and let’s join our voices together!
Soli Deo Gloria!

Youth and Family Life Ministry
Confirmation Instruction
Grace Lutheran Church offers confirmation instruction during a student’s 7th and 8th grade year. This year, all
of our confirmation students will be studying Luther’s Small Catechism. An information letter will be sent to
our active families with 7th and 8th grade students. If you would like a pastor or Miss Leah to reach out to a
family member or friend, or if you would like an information letter sent, please email Miss Leah at
lwelter@glwh.org or Pastor Reich at creich@glwh.org.

Confirmation instruction will begin with an orientation meeting in Trinity Hall on Wednesday, August 11, at
6:00 PM.
(Acolyte training will be offered on the same day in the sanctuary from 5:00-5:45 PM). We ask that all
students and a parent attend this meeting.
Students enrolled at Grace Lutheran School will participate in confirmation instruction during their religion
time in school. Students who do not attend Grace Lutheran school will attend instruction in the Youth Room
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday (and the 5th when there is one) of every month from 6:00-7:30 PM. (Beginning
August 18)
So that we can be prepared with enough supplies and Small Catechisms, please use the link below to enroll
your 7th or 8th grade child in confirmation instruction.
Confirmation Google registration form: https://forms.gle/qyVNWTGfdNAZDXtr5

Youth Group
Youth night will resume on Wednesday, August 25 with a back-to-school kick off! Middle school and high
school students are invited to join us in the Youth Room the 2 nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 68:00 PM. (Just remember 2,4,6,8!)
Youth night will include dinner, large group games, and a time to connect with friends during small group
Bible study.

National Youth Gathering
The National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX will take place next summer, July 9-13, 2022. That may seem a
long way off, but it’s time to start planning for this big trip! Registration forms and information will be mailed
to students in 8th-12th grade. Contact Miss Leah if you need additional information packets or would like them
emailed to you.
The initial information meeting took place on July 28. If you missed it, email Miss Leah for a copy of the
presentation.

Sunday School
During the month of August, we will be learning that we can trust God by learning about the plans God had
for Abraham and his children. We invite children ages 3 years through 5th grade to join us in the Youth Room
during August during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:30 AM) to dig into these familiar stories from God’s
Word.

7 - August 2021

Our Fall Craft Sale (and “gently used” Christmas items sale) is planned for the weekend of November 6. This
fundraiser will enable us to continue supporting our various mission projects. Please mark your calendars and join
us. Maybe you'll find a treasure you did not even know you needed while supporting worthy mission causes.
Details will continue to follow as time draws closer.
On Saturday, September 18, in preparation for the Fall Craft Sale, we will have a “crafting day.” Everyone is
welcome to come for a day of craft fun from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Even if you are not a “crafter,” there will be
simple things you can help do.
Our Women’s Ministry Martha Circle will resume its regular meetings after the summer break on Thursday,
September 9, at 1:00 PM in the Mary-Martha Room. Please join us for a time of Bible study; gaining information
regarding aspects of our ministry; sharing light refreshments; enjoying the wonderful opportunity of fellowship
with other sisters in Christ; strengthening friendships; and perhaps also making new friends while sharing
concerns and prayer requests.

American Heritage Girls
For summertime fun, the American Heritage Girls troop got together to send
almost 100 Florida postcards to other AHG girls throughout the USA. We even
sent one to a girl in Germany. The girls enjoyed picking a postcard, writing a
nice message, and then finding the address on the giant map. We sent cards to
27 different states. Now each of our girls is waiting semi-patiently next to the
mailbox for those girls to send them a card from their state. What a fun way to
learn about the USA and some of the many American Heritage Girls in other
states!
Would you like to see young ladies you know grow into a woman of integrity
who loves God, cherishes her family, honors her country, and serves in her
community? Would you like her to make great friends, build confidence,
explore new interests, grow closer to God, enjoy His beautiful outdoors, appreciate our unique country, and
practice leading like Jesus, all in a safe, fun environment full of Godly young ladies? If you answered “Yes!” to
these questions, your daughter should join American Heritage Girls
(AHG). Founded in 1995 by a group of women who wanted to strengthen
their daughters to be candles for Christ in this dark world, this leadership
and character development program strives to “build women of
integrity.” It achieves this mission statement by honoring God and
growing servant hearts, while still offering chances to try new things and
explore the outdoors. Wholesome and well-rounded, AHG creates a
mission-oriented community of girls, from ages 5-18, by providing
leadership opportunities and role models. Truly, this wonderful ministry
will encourage your daughter in her walk with Christ and inspire her on
her path to adulthood. (By Emma Rickenberg)
If you answered “Yes!” to these questions, text Jaime at 863-224-7618.
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Treasurer’s Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement
Compared to Budget for the Eleven Months Ending May 31, 2021
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

106,509.72
75,261.82
31,247.90

1,088,541.61
*1,108,253.94
(19,712.33)

958,876.63
980,661.82
(21,785.19)

129,664.98
127,592.12
2,072.86

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

265,654.98
159,412.29
106,242.69

1,903,185.58
1,839,894.14
63,291.44

1,765,328.37
1,830,875.90
(65,547.53)

137,857.21
9,018.24
128,838.97

*Note - this includes an expense of $215,659.45 to pay off the church’s existing debt with some additional income funds
received during the previous year.

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
Church Investments - Restricted
Church Endowment Fund
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund
Special Designated Gifts

1,522,734.91
1,447,505.91
1,666,940.01
160,104.00
30,000.00

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a charitable
organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. Therefore, making
a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold by
reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and married
($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as calculated
annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be received by the
account owner).

Weekly “In-Person”
Attendance Report
6/6 - 311
6/13 - 290
6/20 - 259

6/27 - 303
7/4 - 283
7/11 - 327
7/18 - 410

We are also very thankful for our
many digital worshipers!

Parish Statistics
Deaths
Robert Booth - 6/27/21
Sandra Boyce Hughes - 7/6/21
Baptism
Harlow Rose Carrerou - 7/25/21
Finlee Lucille LeFan - 7/25/21

Phone: 863-293-9744

SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

New staff joins us for the 2021-2022 school year
Jessica Palomaki – 3rd Grade. Jessica is thrilled to be
the newest member of the Grace Lutheran Staff. This
school year will be filled with fun, LOTS of learning, and
new adventures! She is a Winter Haven native;
graduated from Winter Haven High School; and earned
her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from the
University of South Florida. Go Bulls! She just completed
her twelfth year of teaching, four of which she taught
third grade. She is also certified in gifted and reading.
Jessica loves challenging her students and bringing the
joy of reading into the classroom. She is SO excited to
be teaching third grade and cannot wait to meet her
new students! Until then, enjoy a wonderful, safe, funfilled summer.

Summer Rusher – 5th Grade. Summer was born in
Ludgershall, England, and grew up in Englewood,
Florida, ever since she was 13 months old. She
graduated from Southeastern University at the top of
her class and earned a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s
degree in Exceptional Student Education while also
graduating from the Honors College. Summer played on
the Women’s soccer team all four years and had the
privilege of serving as one of the captains in her final
season. During her time at Southeastern, she was
blessed with the opportunity of serving on two mission
trips where she was able to use the platform of sports
to share the Good News of Jesus. In her free time, she
enjoys serving at her church, spending time with family
and friends, relaxing on the beach, exploring the
outdoors, and traveling. She is so excited to be joining
the Grace Lutheran School community and is looking
forward to the upcoming school year!

Stephanie Klemetson – Associate Director Worship
Arts. Stephanie Klemetson is the Associate Director of
Worship Arts and Music Teacher at Grace Lutheran
Church and School. A 2008 graduate of St. Olaf College
in Northfield, MN, Stephanie holds a degree in K-12
vocal music education and is currently pursuing her
Master’s degree in arts administration through the
University of Kentucky. Prior to her current role at

Grace, Stephanie was the Music Tour, Camp, and Promotion
Manager at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa, and assisted
her husband Nick with the music ministries at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and School where she was an active leader
of worship on the praise team, member of the chancel choir
and handbell choir, and co-director of the 3-6 grade choir.
Mrs. Klemetson looks forward to returning to the classroom
this fall to share her love of music and not only help her
students to find their voice as a means to express
themselves creatively but also to encourage them to share
their musical gifts with others to connect people with Jesus
and glorify God.

Nicholas Klemetson – Director of Worship Arts. Nick (BM
Piano Performance, St. Olaf College; MSM Choral
Conducting, Emory University) comes to Grace Lutheran
with 15 years of experience leading and serving music
ministry, the last ten of which were at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church and School in Waverly, IA. Before that, he has served
as a church musician in the Twin Cities, MN, and Atlanta,
GA. An avid champion of the choral arts, he was Artistic
Director of Bel Canto Cedar Valley, an auditioned
community chorus centered in Cedar Falls, IA, from 20172021. An active pianist, he regularly collaborates with
schools, colleges, and other organizations for freelance
piano work. Nick is a published composer, contracted with
Augsburg Fortress and Morningstar Music Publishers. In his
spare time, he enjoys spending time with his wife Stephanie
and Siberian Husky, Buddy; as well as cooking, powerlifting,
video games, and video/audio editing.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
August….
2-5: Meet the Teacher
2-5: Uniform Sales 9:00AM-6:00PM
5: Require Parent Meeting
9: 1st Day of School
14: 2nd Grade Bible Day 10:00AM—11:30AM
25: Early Release Day
31: Fall Pictures

September….
6: No School—Labor Day
Lion’s Den Closed
7-10: MAP Testing Grades 4-8
10-11: 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat
12-17: Follett Book Fair
13-17: MAP Testing Grades K-3
22: Early Release Day
23-24: No School—FL/GA Teacher’s Conference
Lion’s Den Open

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families
with a strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday
1

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Grace
Lutheran School
Fair - Trinity Hall
10:45 AM Worship
Teacher Installation
@ 10:45
12 PM Families in the
Park

FIRST DAY OF
SCHOOL

9

7:30 AM Staff Devos
10 AM Opening
Chapel

5

School Open House

Saturday
6

5 PM Worship Svc

7:30 AM Staff Devos

23
7:30 AM Staff Devos
5:30 PM Business Mgt.
6:30 PM Board of Dir.

30

24

18

8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

14
10 AM 2nd Grade
Family Bible Day

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion

19

20

21

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

5 PM Worship Svc

6 PM Stephen Ministry
6 PM Confirmation - YR

25

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
12 PM Early Release
1 PM Faculty Meeting
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band
6 PM Youth Group

31

13

5PM Acolyte Training
6 PM Confirmation
Orientation - TH

17

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band
6:30 PM Going Team

12
9:00 AM LWR Quilters

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

6 PM School Board

7:30 AM Staff Devos

11

10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

16

7

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
10 AM Sunshine Club

10

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

29
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion

4

Friday

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

22

BLOOD MOBILE
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

3

Thursday

10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

15
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion

Wednesday

2

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion

Christian Education 8
Sunday

Tuesday

26

27

28

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion
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