
“Follow Me!” called Jesus to His first disciples. The small group that Christ gathered in 1st Century Palestine would 
change the world forever. Jesus called and discipled people who would, in turn, disciple others -- all the way to you and 
me! Millions  of saints, thousands of martyrs, you and I and countless faithful believers in Christ Jesus form a long 
procession that stretches back through twenty-one centuries, back to the twelve apostles and to our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. This theme is exemplified in a book our faculty is reading together this year by Lutheran school teacher and 
professor, Jane Fryar, “Making Disciples:  The Goal of the Christian Teacher.”   
  
The grace and truth of almighty God taught and displayed by Jesus of Nazareth transformed individual hearts and 
lives. At Jesus’ call, James and John dropped their fishing nets, Matthew closed up his tax collector’s booth, and Peter’s 
mother-in-law rose up from her bed of sickness and started serving others and following Jesus. Nicodemus heard Jesus’ 
challenging words, “you must be born again” (John 3:5) and wrestled with their meaning. The Spirit prompted him to 
put his prominent position on the line for Jesus and take up a life of discipleship that wells up like a spring into 
everlasting life.  (John 4:14).p 
  
And so it went -- Martha, Zacchaeus, Thaddaeus, Peter, Mary, John, Simon the Zealot -- Jesus touched something deep 
within each of them. Some responded immediately. Some wrestled with His call. Each of them knew that they were 
following something much bigger than themselves. They were heeding the call of Christ to join in the very mission of 
God in reconciling the whole world to Himself.   
  
Called by Christ to discipleship, the disciples went on to disciple others. And as Jesus prayed for the disciples in the 
hours before His crucifixion, He continued to plant within their hearts the seeds of God’s call: “I pray for those who will 
believe in Me through their message.”  (John 17:20) 
  
You and I today are God’s answer to Jesus’ prayer from long ago! At the same time, Jesus prayed for others ahead of us 
who will believe in Him through our message! His Call is for us to become more like Him in our own discipleship AND to 
disciple others in the same grace and truth that has come to us. This is our task and theme as the people of Grace 
Lutheran Church and School in the academic year of our Lord, 2022-2023. We will be embarking in a campaign to raise 
up our spirits in the discipleship of Christ as well as a capital campaign to raise up a new middle school addition with 
improved access for all our ministries on Ave C and renovated youth and music instruction spaces. Let’s be and make 
disciples for life!   
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One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals 
and couples, providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first 
Thursday of the month for food and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 

August 4   10 AM - MOVIE DAY Our feature presentation will be 
“Mr. Rogers.” Plan to bring a brown bag lunch and we’ll provide 
root beer floats! Plan to gather in the Mary-Martha Room. 

Pray! 
Campus-Wide Prayer Vigils 

 

Prayer Vigil # 1 Monday, August 8, 6-7 PM for all Grace School Ministries 
 Meet in Gymnasium at 6pm and then be dispersed to appointed sights to 
pray for the children at all educational spaces. 
 
Prayer Vigil # 2 Thursday, August 25, 6-7 PM for all Grace Church Ministries 
 Meet in Sanctuary at 7pm and then be dispersed to appointed sites to pray 
for the people who sit in the pews, all musical, church office and meeting spaces.   
 
Prayer Vigil # 3 Groundbreaking for new parking lot and covered entrances 
for church and school off of Ave C. Date and time to be determined.   
 
God wants you and me to pray! The Lord promises not only to hear us, but to 
answer us. Of course, He knows what we are going to ask Him even before we ask, 
but He desires to hear from us as His dear children just as parents love to hear 
from their own children.  Even more, He promises to grant our requests as we pray 
in His Holy Name. (see John 15:16, Matthew 18:19)   
 
James reminds us that we often, “have not because we ask not.” (James 4:2) We 
are asking you to help us ask God to bless what He is wanting to do with us and 
through us from this church and school campus He has given us. We desire to 
involve as many as people from our congregation and school ministries and equip 
them to cover the whole campus with prayer to the God of all Grace.   
 
For those unable to come to the church campus, we will be emailing out prayers 
and requests to be lifted up to our Lord from your own home. Students and their 
families will also be sent prayers to pray in their home before the first day of 
school. Please make your plans now to participate and pray for these ministries. 
It’s needed!   
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Youth 
Welcome back to all of our Amazing Grace 
Youth! We hope you had a great chance to 
enjoy an amazing summer, and we’re excited 
to get back together. All youth starting 6th 
grade through seniors in high school are 
welcome to join us on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month- starting August 
10 from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. We trust that 
God has incredible things for this year 
together, and we can’t wait to see what they 
are. See you then!  
 
 

Family Bible Day 
Our Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to 
baptize all nations and to teach them 
everything that Jesus taught and commanded. 
This is a core mandate for the church - but it’s 
also an essential task of the family! Grace 

Lutheran Church wants to walk alongside and support each family as they teach their children 
about our amazing God. One way we do that is by providing Bibles for our 2nd grade students. 
This takes place during a special second-grade Family Bible Day. This year, Family Bible Day will 
take place on August 20, 2022, from 10 - 11:30 AM in Trinity Hall. If you have a 2nd grader and 
you would like more information on Family Bible Day, or to register your family, please contact 
the church office at cbillman@glwh.org or (863) 293-8447.  



National Youth Gathering 
In August we will celebrate our amazing experience at the National Youth Gathering in Houston, 
Texas! From July 9-13, seventeen youth and four adults from Grace joined 19,000 youth and adult 
volunteers in Houston to learn about our awesome Lord who is “in all things.” At the Gathering, 
we were able to praise God with thousands of our peers, were inspired by testimonies from 
outstanding Christians, and connected with like-minded people from across the country. It truly 
was a life-changing and spirit-filled week! Our group from Grace Lutheran Church is so grateful to 
all of you for all of the love and support we received throughout the last eight months in 
preparation for the Gathering. None of this incredible experience would have been possible 
without your prayerful and financial support. Thank you for committing to the well-being of the 
youth at Grace Lutheran Church! 
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VBS 

Confirmation 
The return of the school year also signals the beginning of another season of Middle School 
Confirmation. This is a time for all 7th and 8th graders at Grace Lutheran Church and School to 
grow in their faith by learning about what we believe as Lutheran Christians. Confirmation 
generally culminates in the Rite of Confirmation, which is an opportunity for the students to 
publicly confess their faith on Palm Sunday after receiving instruction. 
 
This year’s instruction will focus on the core teachings and stories of the Bible. Each week, 7th 
and 8th grade students enrolled at Grace Lutheran School will learn about the Bible from a 
pastor, vicar, or DCE in their classroom. GLS students in these classes will receive this instruction, 
whether they choose to participate in the Rite of Confirmation or not. 7th and 8th grade students 
who are not enrolled at Grace Lutheran School will learn the same lessons on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Wednesday evenings at Grace Lutheran Church.   
  
If you are a 7th or 8th grader and you desire to be confirmed at Grace, or you are the parent of a 
7th or 8th grader and you desire that your child be confirmed, please look out for additional 
information soon concerning a Confirmation Orientation meeting. If you do not receive an 
invitation letter in the mail before August 1, then please reach out to the church office at 
bmoore@glwh.org or (863) 293-8447.  



Everyone Come Sunday - August 28! 

Worship with Us  
Sunday, August 28! 

 
Bring your family, 

friends & neighbors! 
 

Invite a friend from church 
you haven’t seen in awhile! 

 
It’s going to be a  

special day! 

Chili Cook-Off! 

Sunday, August 28  
Trinity Hall - 12 PM 

 
Enjoy delicious homemade chili and help choose the 
winner! We’ll have cornbread, drinks, all the fixins’, 
and plenty of ice cream to cool you down! 
 
We need plenty of cooks and lots of volunteers to help 
make this a great event. Please call the church office, 
293-8447, if you would like to help with this event. 
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The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us 
GO and bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us 
a call at 293-8447 or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved! 

 

HELP!  
Help is needed for 

serving lunch at The 
Mission on Thursday, 
September 22, 2022, 

from 11:30 AM - 1 PM 
If you are available to 

help, contact me at the 
church office at 

jwittcop@glwh.org 
 

HELP—HELP! 

 We are looking for a 

leader for the Soup 
Kitchen for  

1 Saturday evening 
every 3 months.  

Please contact  
Jeff Wittcop at 

jwittcop@glwh.org  
if you are interested  

in this position.  
Thank you! 

 

BOND 
 

LEARN 
 

ENGAGE 
 

SERVE 
 

SHARE 

 

Grace members 
are mindful of  
B.L.E.S.S. and 
equipped and 

encouraged to put 
it into practice as 
they are “Going” 
to the neighbor. 

PRAYERS 
 

Please include in 
your prayers this 

month: 
 

American Heritage 
Girls Troop #2511 

 

Trail Life Boys 
Troop  #1558 

 

The Mission 
 

Operation Barnabas 
 

Our School:  
Teachers, 

Administration, 
Students, Support 
Staff, Before and 

After School 
Students and Staff 

 

Our School as it  
opens the 2022-2023  

School Year 
 

Our Missionary:  
Rev. Dr. Ronald and 
Mary Rall in Papua 

New Guinea 
 

The Winter Haven 
Blood Center for 

more blood donors 
and donors for 

platelets. Help us 
save lives! 

 

MISSION 
PARTNERS 

 

August 2022 
 

The Mission 
 

Operation Barnabas 

(LCMS  Support for  
our Military Men and 

Women and our 
Chaplains) 

TRAIL LIFE USA for BOYS 
and 

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
  
Did you know that Grace Lutheran Church sponsors Trail Life USA for Boys and 
American Heritage Girls for girls? Last year was our first year of sponsorship.  
We have about 20 boys involved in our program. The American Heritage Girls 
have about 40 girls involved. 
  
Over the next several months, the tenants and concepts of our scout troops will 
be shared in the VOG. There are Six Essential Concepts of a Christian Worldview 
which make up Trail Life. They are TRUTH, CREATION, HUMAN DIGNITY, 
FAMILY, STEWARDSHIP, AND PROVIDENCE. This month we will concentrate on 
Truth. 
  
There are 3 parts to Truth: 

 A.   “There are absolute and unchanging truths about God and Life. 
 B.   Morality and moral law are absolute and unchanging because they 

proceed from and reflect God’s unchanging nature and character; 
C.   A Trailman should show respect, understanding, and charity to others 

different from him, while maintaining firm Christian convictions.” 
  
As you can see in this first concept, Trail Life is a Christian program that is based 
on what Scripture teaches us and is practiced by our boys. Watch for the next 
Voice of Grace where we will share Creation and Human Dignity. 
  
Other information about Trail Life for Boys and American Heritage for Girls that 
both are Christian organization that promote Christian Values and follow the 
teachings of God’s Word. Christian men and women serve as leaders for the 
boys  and women serve as leaders for the Girls. Background checks are 
required. Testing is done of all scout leaders to identify potential candidates 
making sure they are clear of any misconduct with the law. 
  
The new scouting year will begin on September 6, at 6 PM in Trinity Hall. Adult 
volunteers are always needed and welcome. If you are interested in serving, 
please contact Jeff Wittcop in the Church Office (863) 293-8447 or by 
email: jwittcop@glwh.org. 

A Thank You Note from Lutheran World Relief 
 
Dear Grace Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you for your generous emergency gift of $23,300.04 to help the people 
of Ukraine, who are enduring unimaginable hardship and suffering. Please 
continue to lift them up in your prayers. 
 
Your gifts are being put to use immediately to deliver emergency food, 
shelter, Personal Care Kits, Baby Care Kits, medicines, and other critically 
needed items for children and their families who are trying to survive the 
horrifying fighting...or are being forced to flee their homeland with a few 
meager belongings. 
 
Your willingness to share your blessings during a global crisis like this is a 
godsend to your neighbors in Ukraine who are hurting. They can feel your  
love and are deeply grateful to know you are keeping them in your thoughts 
and prayers. 



American Heritage Girls and Trail Life 

Recently 5 American Heritage Girls and 2 leaders 
enjoyed a week with 75 other AHG sisters for an 
amazing Camp Deep Waters adventure. They enjoyed 
learning about their identity in Christ, accomplishing 4 
of a variety of badges, meeting wonderful new 
friends, memorizing bible verses, and discovering the 
joyest gaga ball game. The girls enjoyed the 6 night 
sleep-over camp so much they can't wait for 
American Heritage Girls meetings to start back up. 
 
Also 1 Trailman was able to attend an even larger Trail 
Life USA Summer Adventure in Tennessee with 386 
other Trailmen. He camped in a tent for 6 nights and 
had grand adventures of paintball, zip lines, ropes 
courses, cardboard regatta, and even went white 
water rafting down the Ocoee River. What an amazing 
opportunity this Adventurer Trailman had with fellow 
trailmen from a troop in Maitland as well as across 
the whole country. 
 
American Heritage Girls and Trail Life USA are looking 
for parishioners to help sponsor children who would 
like to join the troops but the due/uniform cost is too 
much for their family. If you feel generous in this 
nature, please contact Jeff Wittcop or Jaime 
Rickenberg. 
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Charitable IRA Distributions  
 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a 
charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include: 

 
• The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on 

AGI, such as: 
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. 

Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable. 
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold 

by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions. 
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and 

married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income. 
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs. 

• The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 
• The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as 

calculated annually based on age and account balances. 
 
The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be 
received by the account owner).  

 

 

Weekly “In-Person” Attendance 
Report 

 
05/29 - 445 06/26 - 269 
06/05 - 315 07/03 - 284 
06/12 - 329 07/10 - 273 
06/19 - 259  07/17 - 312 
 

We are also very thankful for  
our many digital worshipers! 

Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran Income Statement  
Compared to Budget for the Eleven Months Ending May 31, 2022 

 
Current Month  

Actual 
Year to Date 

 Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget Variance 

Church:     

Income 96,680.40    1,115,103.46 1,042,611.90        72,491.56 

Expenses 76,854.68      956,920.29  1,037,766.29   (80,846.08) 

Net            19,825.72     158,183.17 4,845.53      153,337.64 

     

School:     

Income 111,452.86  2,408,368.90 2,240,660.73   167,708.17 

Expenses         173,123.10      2,071,424.75 2,113,025.01     (41,600.26)  

Net (61,670.24)  336,944.15 127,635.72 209,308.43 

     

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:    

Church Investments - Restricted 1,461,343.40    

Church Endowment Fund 1,334,557.48    

School Endowment Fund 1,518,642.69    

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund 133,525.34    

 

Parish Statistics 
 

Weddings 
Cynthia Butt & Gene Ennis - 6/25/22 

 
Deaths 

Evelyn Snyder - 5/25/22 
Art Wilhelm - 5/31/22 
Sue Anders - 6/4/22 

Bill Bartlemay - 7/4/22 



SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are 
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
August 
1-4: Meet the Teacher Visits 
4: Open House/Orientation 
9: First Day of School 
30: Fall Picture Day 
31: Early Release Day 
 
September 
5: Labor Day 
    No School/No Lion’s Den 
6-9: MAP Testing (Grades 4-8) 
9-16: Fall Scholastic Book Fair 
12-16: MAP Testing (Grades K-3) 
21-23: No School FL/GA Educator's Conference 
           Lion’s Den Open 

What time is it? One of the most important things to 
learn is the time of the day. We look at the clock, 
and we learn when it’s time for school to start, a 
meeting to begin, to be at work, etc. During the 
summer, our schedules may be different and times 
become more flexible. 
  
Moses and God’s people had traveled together 
through the desert for almost 40 years. They were 
about to go into the land that God promised them.  
It was time to review God’s plan for them. God 
wanted to remind them of the times He had been 
with them and how they were to use their time in 
the new place. 
  
There was time to explore, time to build houses, 
time to defend their new land, time to play and 
work. For six days, they could do all of this; and on 
the seventh day, God wanted them to give that time 
to Him. That day was dedicated to worship God. 
  
During the school year, we will learn many things 
about math, science, social studies, reading, etc. We 
will also focus in on God’s Word and what it means 
to us as His children. “1 John 3:1a “How great is the 
love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are!”  
  
Welcome back to another exciting year! A year filled 
with time to explore, time to play, time to learn, and 
time to praise God. What a great year it will be, filled 
with many opportunities to grow together! I am 
excited for another year of growing together as 
God’s family at Grace Lutheran, and we as a staff 
look forward to another great year of learning. 

Join us for the installation and dedication  
service for our teachers and staff on  

Sunday, August 7, at 10:45 AM. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

2 
 

10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 

3                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters       
 
10 AM Sunshine Club 
 
 

                5 
 

                6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

  7   
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Teacher 

Reception - TH 
10:45 AM Worship  

Installation of New 
Teachers 

 

     8 
 

10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM School Campus 
Prayer Vigil 
 

First Day of School 9  
 
9 AM Opening Chapel 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 

      10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 

11 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters      
 
 
 
 

    12 
 

 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

14 
 
8:30 AM  Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 
12 PM Families in the 

Park  

15 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     16 
 
8:30 AM PS Chapel 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 

                    17 
 
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 
6 PM Confirmation 

Orientation 

18 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters   
 
 

         19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

21 
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

                   22 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Business Mgt. 
6:30 PM Bd of Directors 

 
 

                23 
 
8:30 AM PS Chapel 
10 AM Bible Study   
 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
 

                    24 
 
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Group 

                    25 
 
9 AM LWR Quilters 
1 PM Adult Game Day 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Church Prayer 
Vigil 

                 26 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

Everyone Come 28 
Sunday 

 
8:30 AM Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
12 PM Chili Cook-Off 
 

29 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

 
 
 
 

30 
 
8:30 AM PS Chapel 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6 PM Exec Elders Mtg 

31 
 

8:30 AM K-8 Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Confirmation 
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