Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2020 - 5:00 PM
July 19, 2020 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Prelude
Welcome
*Processional Hymn Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones

Hymn 670

(sts. 1 & 4)
Ye watchers and ye holy ones,
Bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,
Raise the glad strain: “Alleluia!”
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs,
Virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”
O friends, in gladness let us sing,
Supernal anthems echoing:
“Alleluia, alleluia!”
To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”

*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father,
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

*The Hymn of Praise

“Gloria in Excelsis
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The Salutation and Collect of the Day
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to
holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

The First Reading

Isaiah 44:6-8
“This is what the LORD says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7Who then is like
me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has
happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come - yes,
let him foretell what will come. 8Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not
proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God
besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Song

“Laudate Dominum”
(Vocal Solo with Violin and Organ)

W. A. Mozart

Psalm 117 with the Gloria Patri
Praise the Lord, all ye nations.
Praise him, all ye peoples.
For his loving kindness
has been bestowed upon us,
and the truth of the Lord endures for eternity.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Second Reading

Romans 8:9-17
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
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belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your
spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 12Therefore, brothers,
we have an obligation - but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.
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For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led
by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes
you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we
cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's
children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
24

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27“The owner’s
servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?
Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The
servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29“‘No,’ he
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat
with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then
gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” …36Then he left the crowd and went
into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds in the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is
the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are
angels. 40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the
end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out
of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears, let him hear.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

[10:45]Children’s Message

*Sermon Hymn “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (sts. 1, 3 & 5)

Hymn 594

God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity!
Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me!
There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!

The Sermon

“God’s Adoption Frees Us”

*Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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Romans 8:9-17

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering Announcement
*Prayers of the Church
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
People: Amen.

*Recessional Hymn “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” (st. 1-3)
Almighty Father, bless the Word
Which through Your grace we now have heard.
Oh, may the precious seed take root,
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit!
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Hymn 923

We praise You for the means of grace
As homeward now our steps we trace.
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here
May all at last in heav’n appear.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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