“Love our Nation”
Weekend

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 4, 2020 - 5:00 PM
July 5, 2020 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Prelude
Welcome
*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Leader: At the very beginning of this time of worship, let us humbly come before
our good God and confess our need for Him.
Leader: O Good and Gracious God,
People: We confess that our sins are more than simple obstacles in our lives.
Not only do they ruin our relationships, but they lead us down a track of
death and ultimate destruction. Without Your grace and power, we
would be lost forever and eternally condemned. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, empower us, and lead
us to walk with You and delight in Your way. Amen.
Leader: Friends in Christ, our Savior is Good and He gets us through all things. In
the goodness and mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for you, and for His sake, God forgives you all of your sins and grants you
eternal glory with Him. As a servant of the Word and by Christ’s authority,
I therefore declare to you the full forgiveness of all your sins, in the Name
of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Opening Hymn

“Before You, Lord, We Bow” (by F.S. Key)
(sts. 1 & 2)

Before You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns above
And rules the world below, Boundless in pow’r and love.
Our thanks we bring In joy and praise,
Our hearts we raise To You, our King!
The nation You have blest May well Your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest, Protected by Your care.
For this bright day, For this fair land —
Gifts of Your hand — Our thanks we pay.
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Hymn 966

*Opening Versicles
Leader: It is the Lord who made the earth by His power, who established the
world by His wisdom, and by His understanding stretched out the
heavens. (Jeremiah 10:12)
People: Ah, Lord God! It is You who have made the heavens and the earth by
Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for
You. (Jeremiah 32:17)
Leader: Christ’s divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
People: through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
goodness. (2 Peter 1:3)
Leader: Jesus’ power helps us do hard things.
People: I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.

(Philippians 4:13)

Leader: Jesus’ power gives us hope.
People: So be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in the Lord.
(Psalm 31:24)

Leader: Jesus’ power helps us be bold.
People: He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless.

(Isaiah 40:29)

Leader: Jesus’ power lets us live forever.
People: The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you.

(Romans 8:11)

Leader: Jesus’ power helps us be good friends
People: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. (John 15:12)
All:
Glory be the Father and to the  Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen.

*The Hymn Verse

“Before You, Lord, We Bow” (by F.S. Key)
(stanza 4)

Hymn 966

Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; Your great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship Him alone.
Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore,
And bow before The Crucified.

Bible Verse of the Day

Romans 8:11, NLT
“The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you.”
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The First Reading

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in
vain. 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance : that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to
Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,
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and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9For I am the
least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them - yet
not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11Whether, then, it was I or they,
this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel

John 14:18-21

Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
18

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will
not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On
that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in
you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show
myself to him.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
*Sermon Hymn

“Battle Hymn of Republic” (sts. 1, 3 & 5)

J.W. Howe

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
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He hath loosed the fateful lightning of the His terrible, swift sword;
His truth is marching on.
Refrain
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat,
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him! Be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on. Refrain
We can almost hear the trumpet sound, the Lord’s return is near;
There are still so many people lost, His message they must hear;
Father, give us one more moment, one more day, just one more year –
With God we’re marching on. Refrain

The Sermon
Offering Announcement
*Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*The Song

“God Bless America”

I. Berlin

God bless America, Land that I love,
Stand beside her, And guide her
Through the night with a light from above;
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam,
God bless America, my home, sweet home.
God bless America, my home, sweet home.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
People: Amen.

*Closing Hymn “God Bless Our Native Land” (by C.T. Brooks)
God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night.
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Hymn 965

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save By Thy great might.
So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies;
On Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!

*Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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