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I was thinking of doing a sermon series on
the Summer VBS theme again this year;
then, I heard the title: Rocky
Railway. “What does that have to do with
us in Central Florida?” I thought. A
locomotive in the mountains is out of
context here. Our last conversation of trains
in Florida was about traffic efficiency
involving a two-decade, high-budget, highspeed rail between Tampa and Orlando.
That idea was thoroughly derailed and
defunded by voters. But then, instead of
speed, I started thinking about
power. Dream with me. What would it be
like to be hooked up to an engine that
absolutely could not be stopped because its
motor is fueled by an internal and eternal
source of power? We like having loads of
power. We take our massive 4-wheel-drive
trucks down manicured, 35 mph city streets
to work; we use 5-ton air conditioning units
to cool 2-bedroom garden houses; and we
have super computer phones on our wrists
in addition to the one already in our
pockets.
We seem to be surrounded by an
overabundance of power; and yet, we often
feel powerless to get up out of bed to do a
needed chore; powerless to admit that the
other party might be right about

something; powerless to stop a microscopic
enemy from shutting down a whole
country; powerless to walk into the doctor’s
office to hear the test results; powerless to
repair a failing relationship; powerless to
say that sinful desires are actually
wrong. Even with mighty horsepower rides,
gigabytes of RAM, concentrated energy
drinks, and BOOST formulas, we’re still
weak. We need Jesus’ power now as much
as any generation before us. Perhaps we
need it even more since we are that much
closer to Christ’s Return.
Yes, Rocky Railway and an emphasis on the
power of Jesus in our lives is a perfect
theme for us in Central Florida this
summer. We NEED Jesus’ power 1) to do
the hard things we really don’t want to do;
2) to raise hope that the days ahead will
actually be better - and the best is truly yet
to come; 3) to be bold in our faith during a
time when society doubts everything; 4) to
proclaim that Jesus’ death and resurrection
gives us the power to rise up with promise
every day until we enter eternal glory; and
5) to unite and work together despite our
vast differences. Indeed, these are topics
for which we need Jesus’ power, and these
are the 5 themes for our series beginning
June 14. So, each weekend, every day, in
fact, attach yourself to a locomotive that
can’t be stopped. Its POWER can pull you
through anything – and everything - and His
name is JESUS. I’ll see you Sunday!
I can do all things through Christ who give me
strength. Philippians 4:13

Pastor Charles Reich
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June 2, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Grace,
King David began Psalm 122 with the words, “I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the
Lord!’” Undoubtedly, not all David’s people were able to join him at God’s house and, certainly, they would not
be wearing masks at six-foot spacing and have hand sanitizer dripping from their hands, but those who joined him
were greatly rejoicing. Just as King David rejoiced, so will we also rejoice today!
We realize that not everyone will be able to join us on the weekend of June 13-14 when we open the doors of the
church. We understand that some are not yet comfortable returning to public worship, but we are confident that
we have a great plan for a specific, sacred, and safe worship experience for those who do attend. Our first two
weekends of worship will be without Holy Communion, as we continue our current plan of scheduled communion
on Tuesday afternoons and Wednesday mornings until June 18.
Specifically, for the weekend of June 14, in-person worshippers may attend our livestreamed service at 10:45 in
our sanctuary with a simulcast gathering of worshippers at the same time in Trinity Hall and the gymnasium.
These three areas can each accommodate more than 100 worshippers at 25% capacity with six-foot spacing
between family units. (Remember, Legoland and most restaurants are now at 50% capacity. We are being extra
safe.) We are asking, those who are willing, to join the simulcast in Trinity Hall and the gym on the very first
Sunday since the sanctuary is likely to be the most desired location. Please contact the church office
(frontdesk@glwh.org or 863-293-8447) between Monday, June 8, and Friday, June 12, to let us know the number
of worshippers in your group and your location preference. We will send emails if these areas become full. We
anticipate that there will be enough space, even for those who do not call ahead. Please read the “Before You
Come” and “Once at the Church” sections of this letter. The 5 pm service will be held on Saturday, June 13, and
our 8th Grade graduation service will be at 1 pm on Sunday, June 14. Both services will be held in the sanctuary.
June 20-21, we will have three services, each in the sanctuary. As before, please contact the church office to let
us know of your intention to attend. Saturday: 5:00 pm-Traditional; Sunday: 8:30 am-Contemporary; 10:45 amLivestream Traditional
Summarized Plan
June 7. Livestream only at 10:45 am: The Rite of Confirmation celebrated.
New sermon series: Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through
June 13-14. In-person. No communion. Saturday, 5 pm; Sunday, only one service at 10:45 am--Simulcast in the
sanctuary, Trinity Hall, and the gym. 1:00 pm 8th Grade graduation
June 20-21. No communion. 3 services: 5:00 pm, 8:30 am, 10:45 am
(Elders will meet after this to evaluate and amend this plan as needed.)
June 27-28. Communion. 3 services: 5:00 pm, 8:30 am, 10:45 am
July 4-5. No communion. 3 services. Vicar Moore farewell.
July 11-12. Saturday, 5:00 pm. Sunday, only one service at 10:45 am simulcast in the sanctuary, Trinity Hall, and
the gym with communion. Induction of Vicar Duffy. Sermon series ends.
July 18-19. 3 services: 5:00 pm, 8:30 am, 10:45 am. Vicar Duffy’s first sermon.

Coming to Church
Before You Come: 1. Check your temperature and examine yourself to make sure
you are free of any signs of viral infection. 2. Please bring your own mask and hand
sanitizer. The church will have these on hand if you forget.

Once at church: 1. Maintain six feet spacing. 2. Enter the sanctuary from Avenue C
through the narthex and exit by the side doors. Enter Trinity hall and the gym through
either Avenue C or Bates Avenue doors.
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“Love Our Nation”
Weekend
July 4 & July 5, 2020
Vicar Brendon Moore’s Farewell
Rocky Railway - “Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through!”
preaching series based on this year’s VBS theme
JUNE 14
Theme: ROCKY RAILWAY week # 1 Jesus’ power helps us do hard things God helps us do hard things for
Him that we would rather not do.
Story: Ananias helps Saul Acts 9:1-19
Bible Passage: I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength. Philippians 4:13
Animal: Ramsey the Ram, God has given rams the ability to climb steep slopes
JUNE 21
theme: ROCKY RAILWAY week # 2 Jesus’ power give us HOPE
Story: Paul encourages others in a storm and shipwreck Acts 27
Bible Passage: So be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in the Lord. Psalm 31:24
Animal: Ava the Aviator (bird) Hope helped me not give up as I learned to fly
Special notes: Father’s Day
JUNE 28
theme: ROCKY RAILWAY week # 3 Jesus’ Power helps us BE BOLD
being bold in our faith and witness to make Jesus’ known.
Story: Peter and John teach about Jesus Acts 3:1-4:31
Bible Passage: He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. Isaiah 40:29
Animal: Sierra the Mountain Lion, Cougar, Puma, Panther, Catamount known all over Americas

JULY 5
theme: ROCKY RAILWAY week # 4 Jesus’ Power Lets Us Live Forever
Story: Jesus death and resurrection Matthew 26:17-28:10
Bible Passage: The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you. Romans 8:11
Animal: Finn the Rainbow Trout, return home to birthplace, so do we forever with Jesus!
Special notes: Love Our Nation Sunday, Vicar Moore farewell
JULY 12
theme: ROCKY RAILWAY week # 5 Jesus’ power helps us be good friends
working together, collaboration, fellowship
Story: The church is united Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35
Bible Passage: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. John 15:12
Animal: Lawrence Elk. Elk appreciate herds.

God’s Creatures Proclaim God’s Goodness
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June 8, 2020
Letter from Dr. Threlkeld to the congregation…
Dear fellow members,
Greetings to you in Christ.
Due to Covid 19 and social distancing recommendations, we have decided to postpone our Spring semi-annual
Voter’s Assembly, usually held in May or June, until later in the year. Approving the yearly church and school
budget is the main focus of our spring meeting, but under these unusual circumstances, (we are just now
beginning in-person worship), the Board of Directors has determined to proceed forward with the proposed
budget for the 2020-2021 academic year and hold a Voter’s Meeting later in the summer.
The Board of Directors has been meeting regularly by video conference through the last three months. They are
keeping a watchful eye and making adjustments as necessary to the church and school’s finances and business
interests.
The most recent financial update is presented in the June edition of our Voice of Grace news letter and is available
on our website. We thank you for your confidence and we will call a Voter’s Meeting as soon as we deem it safe
to do so.
We continue to seek God’s wisdom and mercy during this difficult and troubling
time in our nation’s history. Please keep our leaders in your prayers
Stay safe and God bless.
Dr. Clifford Threlkeld
President of the Congregation

The Lord’s Supper
Currently this happens at scheduled times, usually 4-5 people in a non-contact, very safe way. One
elder said, “The way communion is handled at Grace is the most carefully done thing I have
witnessed in the community. Compared to the grocery store and even pick-up orders, I feel
completely safe because so much more caution is shown.” This is the 10-minute order of Holy
Communion used by our Board of Elders ministry with shut-ins that includes prayer, Scripture,
confession, and the Sacrament. Please contact the church office to schedule a time for this on
Tuesdays from 3:00-5:30 pm (with the Tuesday prayer service following at 5:30), Wednesdays at
7:30-10:00 am, or as needed for individual communion.

Parish Statistics
Deaths
Verlyne Bame - 4/24/2020
Bette McMullen - 5/5/2020
Jan Behrens - 5/13/2020
Davida Sheerin - 5/30/2020
Ruth Gallagher - 6/7/2020
Wedding
Brett Shirah & Tabatha Clock - 4/17/2020
Betsy Shirah & Cedric Perroud - 6/20/2020

Weekly Groups
We are continuing to allow groups of people to gather
for Bible study and prayer on our campus, always
following social distancing. Each group is responsible
for sanitizing their space afterward. Please contact the
church office to make arrangements for your group.
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God’s peace and joy be with you in our resurrected Lord Jesus!
One of the best experiences that Grace is teaching me (and the list of lessons
learned from you is LONG!) is that one year is more than enough time to grow to love
a church and its people. It’s more than enough time to realize I will miss you all
tremendously. It’s more than enough time to grieve for what I will lose by moving
away. And one year is much too short a time to be among such excellent people (to
paraphrase Bilbo Baggins).
During the six months of preparation before our vicarage began, Jordan and I
met with the director of placement to discuss our hopes, plans, and anticipations for
the upcoming year. Many of our expectations were basic and universal: improving
sermon writing and delivery; learning how to teach adult Bible study; leading new
member classes; meeting new people and learning how to work with them. We knew
ministry would involve living alongside people and sharing their griefs and tribulations,
celebrating their joys and triumphs, and above all connecting people to Jesus - and in
turn being connected to Jesus through them. In the course of our memorable vicarage
here at Grace, we experienced all of the foregoing, and also some unexpected events
that took us by surprise. In fact, it’s safe to say that my vicarage was full of surprises:
Many of them were welcome surprises, and many others took some time to get used
to.
Along with the expected vicarage experiences, I learned how to walk
alongside people who are working to improve their lives and the lives of their families
in the Jobs for Life program. I also got to learn how to work as a contributing member
of a pastoral team when our beloved Associate Pastor accepted a call elsewhere. I
learned how to be “the guy” people turned to when they needed a pastor at a crucial
time in their lives. I learned how to care for persons in their final days of life on earth,
and then how to comfort their grieving family. And I got to learn, with everyone else,
how to connect people to Jesus when it’s not safe to gather in the church buildings
because of a pandemic.
I want to thank everyone at Grace Lutheran Church for allowing me the
opportunity to learn through each one of these experiences. I count myself lucky and
immeasurably blessed to have had the opportunity to do ministry with all of
you. Because Grace has committed to the vicarage program, I have received a
tremendous year of formation for ministry. I gained invaluable tools for my time as a
pastor, and my family gained a priceless understanding of life in ministry leadership.
Thank you for the boundless kindness, generosity, and welcome you have extended
my family and me. Grace will always have a special place in our hearts. We can’t wait
to see you again.
We remain your servants and His,
Vicar Brendon, Jordan, Lyla Rose, and Lily Grace Moore
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Hello, People of Grace!
Sarah and I are so excited and very blessed to be joining you this year in service together for Christ. A little
about ourselves: I grew up in Kenesaw, NE with my five brothers and two sisters. My mom intermittently has
taught preschool at our church and has also had a cookie baking business (my mom is a great cook and
makes the best cookies). Mostly she took care of the eight of us, which was no small task and certainly the
most difficult and strenuous of her roles. My dad is a pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Kenesaw and has been a
great role model for me as I prepare for my own ministry. Sarah has two sisters; her mother is also a teacher;
and her father is also a pastor (in Mount Olive Lutheran in Rockford, IL). Sarah and I met in college at
Concordia University in Seward, NE. I majored in English and was in the pre-Seminary program. Sarah was a
triple major in Elementary Education, Music Education, and Music. We were married after graduation in
2018.
We enjoy exercising, taking walks, hiking, and riding bikes; also listening to and playing music, reading, and
enjoying a movie or TV show together. I have played a lot of sports in my life, football and baseball into
high school; and I have wrestled, along with my brothers, pretty much all my life and through college and
beyond whenever I can. Sarah is an excellent violinist and violist. I consider myself a musician of sorts, but
Sarah is on another level.
We are really looking forward to getting to know all of you better when we arrive! May the Lord continue to
bless you and be with you, as he has promised to be.
Yours in Christ,

Michael Duffy

Dear Sunshine Club Members,
Please continue to watch this spot for more information on our upcoming
activities. Due to the COVID virus, we are unable to schedule an event at this
time. As soon as we move to a safer phase for our most vulnerable population -my dear sweet Sunshine Club members -- we will gather to celebrate our reunion.
I know this has been a time of challenge and, for most of you, a prolonged
isolation from friends, family, and your church home. Please know that we will
once again gather for food, fun, and that ever refreshing Sunshine Club
fellowship. I love you and miss you all very much.
Stay strong in your faith...stay well...and be sure to check on one another. Our
God is good. He is faithful to His promises to never leave us…and in His Holy Word
we put our trust. May God bless you and keep all of you until we are together
again.
Wishing you many blessings!
Tammi Straughn (863-660-2617)
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals and couples, providing social
interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and fellowship.
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Dear Parents,

Send your kids on a mountaintop adventure at Grace Lutheran’s virtual VBS!
(Virtual VBS activities are designed for children ages 3 years through 5th grade.)
At Rocky Railway VBS, kids discover Jesus’ power can pull them through life’s ups
and downs. Rocky Railway is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids
see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos, team-building games, cool
Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith
flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in
everyday life—something we call God Sightings.
You are also invited to join us virtually at Rocky Wrap-Up each day, a daily exploration of why we can trust Jesus!
So mark your calendar: Virtual Rocky Railroad VBS will take place June 15-19.
The fun starts at 10:00 AM with a live/interactive opening.
Bible Adventure time will also be live each morning. Preschool and elementary students will have their own agespecific Bible story adventure that begins at 10:30 AM.
The rest of our fun, hands-on VBS activities will be available to you when it’s convenient for your family!
Participants will be provided with Stay on Track kits that contain supplies that will help you participate in hands-on
ways during the Imagination Station, Snack, Game, KidVid and closing times!
You can register by heading to: www.vbspro.events/p/Gracewhvbs or by calling the church office at 863-2938447. After you register, you will receive a welcome email with instructions on how to participate in Virtual VBS
along with the Zoom links and passwords you will need for our live and pre-recorded stations.
You will also receive information about picking up your Stay on Track kits, so make sure you register today!

Sincerely,
Miss Leah, your Rocky Railway Director

Middle and high school youth will have three different options to meet for small group Bible Study this
summer. In order to keep zoom meetings safe, the link will be sent along with the password to only youth or
parents who are on the youth contact list or who request to join the Bible study. If you would like to be added to
the youth group contact list, please email Leah (lwelter@glwh.org) or text 319-423-5358 with your phone number
and email address.
In person Small Group times will be kept to 10 people or less so we can practice social distancing in the Youth
Room. Please sign up to join the Wednesday night or Sunday night Small Group by emailing or texting Miss
Leah. Please include the name of youth attending, which Small Group session they will be attending, and a contact
phone number and email. If in person Small Group sessions fill up, Leah will add another session.

Wednesday Youth Small Groups: Joseph and the Big Picture. (How does focusing on the big picture help us
be more forgiving, compassionate, resilient?)
Summer Zoom Youth Group: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 PM
June 10 and 24, July 8 and 22, August
5 and 19
Summer In Person Youth Group: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 PM in the Youth Room
June 17, July 15 and 29 (no youth group July 1), August 12 and 26

Sunday Mother/Daughter Bible Study: A four week study on using Rachel and Leah’s story from

Scripture to help girls combat comparison. There will be time for break-out sessions for youth and adults and time
for mothers and daughters to gather together for conversation. (Youth whose mothers are not able to attend on
Sunday evenings are still welcome to join!)

6:00-7:30 PM June 28, July 12,19 and 26. (Note no study on July 5)
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Treasurer's Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement Compared to Budget
For the Four Months Ending April 30, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

106,805.93
71,699.02
35,106.91

993,037.42
864,486.12
128,551.30

929,871.70
913,967.66
15,904.04

63,165.72
(49,481.54)
112,647.26

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

74,099.65
124,044.20
(49,944.55)

1,548,678.70
1,593,443.07
(44,764.37)

1,487,092.00
1,648,872.93
(161,780.93)

61,586.70
(55,429.86)
117,016.56

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified
distributions directly to a charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified
Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax
calculations are based on AGI, such as:
AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a
maximum of 85%. Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social
Security benefits will be taxable.
Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By
lowering this threshold by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those
that itemize deductions.
The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single
($200k) and married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on
investment income.
Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance
costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for
the year, as calculated annually based on age and account balances.
The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the
funds cannot be received by the account owner).

Overall Update
Regarding church finances, we are thankful for your ongoing generous support through on-line
giving, automatic withdrawals, and mailed-in envelopes. Because of your generosity, we have been
able to help people affected negatively by the current economy. We have also received a major gift
that has allowed a church endowment fund to be established so that the interest earned from the
gift may help fund future ministry endeavors.
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2019-2020 ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY AWARDS
Valedictorians and Salutatorians
Valedictorians : Vivian Nipper and Andrew Woods

Salutatorians : Bliss Updike and Jordyn Frazier

Improvement Award
Tyler Bailey & Maddox Fletcher
Positive Attitude
6th Grade: Bailey Moxam & Joseph Handley
7th Grade: Katie Viggiano & Javion James
8th Grade: Espen Peeples & Madison Teti
Good Samaritan Award
6th Grade: Brayden Carbone & Hannah Arnold
7th Grade: Sadie McIntee & Jesse Willis
8th Grade: Connor Winchester & Marissa Brooks
5th Grade FREEDOM IS Essay
Noah Hammack
Anderson Geography Award
Katie Viggiano
Geography Bee Awards
1 Vincent Miller
2 Blake Emanuel
3 Andrew Woods & Adrian Gomez
AR Awards & AR Hall of Fame
100 PT Club : Dylan Schroth, Mariana Cross-Dos Santos,
Kearah McMillen, Payton McMillen, Regan Sisson, Chloe
Warschauer, Alex White, Jaxon Gerken, Ivan Chau,
Brendan McMaster, Layla Stelinski, Lauren King, Vivian
Nipper
250 PT Club : Jackson Whitaker, Cullan Alderman, Piper
Oostra, Kayleigh Hyman, Noah Hammack, & Mai-lee Alward
President’s Education Achievement Awards
Devan Booker, Maddox Fletcher, Jordyn Frazier, King
Garrett, Lani Kemp, Lara LeVasseur, Espen Peeples,
Jonathan Rivera, Madison Teti, Bliss Updike, Connor
Winchester
President’s Education Excellence Awards
Vivian Nipper, Jana Peterson, Andrew Woods

Fruit of the Spirit Award
Jana Peterson & King Garrett
VFW Award
Vivian Nipper & Jonathan Rivera
American Legion Awards – Post 8
Cat. 1 : Lani Kemp & Devan Booker
Cat. 2 : Jordyn Frazier & Andrew Woods
DAR Citizenship Award
Bliss Updike
DAR History Award
Bliss Updike
Keiber Science Award
Bliss Updike
Arbeiter Math Award
Andrew Woods
Behrens Language Arts Award
Vivian Nipper
Noyes Art Award
Hanna Reed & Espen Peeples
Bierwagen School Service Awards
Madelyn Palomaki
NJHS Service Awards
Jana Peterson & Andrew Woods
Academic Team Recognition
6th Grade: Romeo Saunders, Asia Faustair, Tina Chau,
Lauren King,
7th Grade: Miles Wolford, Kris Patel, Carldayle Brantley,
Katie Viggiano,
8th Grade: Vivian Nipper, Jana Peterson, and Andrew Woods

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

Thursday

Friday

3

10:30 AM Admin Staff

Saturday

4
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

1 PM WM Board Mtg.

5

6

12

13

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

5:30 PM Prayer Svc

7 PM Elders Meeting

7

8

10:45 AM Worship
Rite of Confirmation

9
10:30 AM Admin Staff

10
9:30 AM Naomi Circle

11
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

1 PM Martha Circle
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

14

15

10:45 AM Worship

6 PM Youth - ZOOM

16

5 PM Worship Svc

17

10:30 AM Admin Staff

18
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

19

20

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

1 PM GLS Graduation
6 PM School Board Mtg

21

22

8:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Worship

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:30 PM Going Team
6:15 PM Praise Band

5 PM Worship Svc

6 PM Stephen Ministry
6 PM Youth - YR

23

24

10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

25
9:30 AM LWR Quilters

26

27

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

1 PM Adult Game Day
5:30 PM Business
Management
6:30 PM BOD Meeting

28

29

8:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM Worship

5:30 PM Bus. Mgt.
6:30 PM BOD Meeting

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

30

10 AM Bible Study
10:30 AM Admin Staff

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Exec. Elders
6:15 PM Praise Band

6 PM Youth - ZOOM

4:30 PM GLC
Investment Committee

5 PM Worship Svc
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