Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 27, 2020 - 5:00 PM
June 28, 2020 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Prelude
Welcome
*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Leader: At the very beginning of this time of worship, let us humbly come before
our good God and confess our need for Him.
Leader: O Good and Gracious God,
People: We confess that our sins are more than simple obstacles in our lives.
Not only do they ruin our relationships, but they lead us down a track
of death and ultimate destruction. Without Your grace and power, we
would be lost forever and eternally condemned. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, empower us, and lead
us to walk with You and delight in Your way. Amen.
Leader: Friends in Christ, our Savior is Good and He gets us through all things. In
the goodness and mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for you, and for His sake, God forgives you all of your sins and grants you
eternal glory with Him. As a servant of the Word and by Christ’s
authority, I therefore declare to you the full forgiveness of all your sins, in
the Name of the Father and the  Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Opening Hymn

“Christ the Eternal Lord”
(sts. 1 & 2)

Hymn 829

Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known.
Christ the unchanging Word To ev’ry passing age,
Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture’s page;
Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read,
Within Your Word by faith to find The bread of life indeed.
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*Opening Versicles
Leader: It is the Lord who made the earth by His power, who established the
world by His wisdom, and by His understanding stretched out the
heavens. (Jeremiah 10:12)
People: Ah, Lord God! It is You who have made the heavens and the earth by
Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for
You. (Jeremiah 32:17)
Leader: Christ’s divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
People: through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
goodness. (2 Peter 1:3)
Leader: Jesus’ power helps us do hard things.
People: I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.

(Philippians 4:13)

Leader: Jesus’ power gives us hope.
People: So be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in the Lord.
(Psalm 31:24)

Leader: Jesus’ power helps us be bold.
People: He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless.

(Isaiah 40:29)

Leader: Jesus’ power lets us live forever.
People: The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you.

(Romans 8:11)

Leader: Jesus’ power helps us be good friends
People: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. (John 15:12)
All:
Glory be the Father and to the Son (+) and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen.

*The Hymn Verse

“Christ the Eternal Lord”
(Stanza 4)

Hymn 829

Christ the unfading Light Of everlasting day,
Our Morning Star in splendor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give To servants as to friends,
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief journey ends.

Bible Verse of the Day

Isaiah 40:29, NLT
“He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless.”
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The First Reading

Acts 3:12-16, 4:13, 24, 27-31
When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise
you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made
this man walk? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers,
has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14You
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to
you. 15You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are
witnesses of this. 16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and
know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him
that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.
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When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus. 24When they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven
and the earth and the sea, and everything in them…27Indeed Herod and Pontius
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did what
your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29Now, Lord,
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31After they prayed, the
place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel

Luke 24:45-49
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
45

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told
them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on
the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.
49
I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
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[10:45]Children’s Message
*Sermon Hymn

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”
(sts. 1 & 3)

Hymn 830

Spread the reign of God the Lord, Spoken, written, mighty Word;
Ev’rywhere His creatures call To His heav’nly banquet hall.
Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, Who, to save our human race
And to pay rebellion’s price, Gave Himself as sacrifice.

The Sermon

“Jesus’ Power Helps Us Be Bold”

Offering Announcement
*Prayers of the Church
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

Holy Communion
*Words of Preparation
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
(Please be seated.)

Distribution of Holy Communion
Music during the Distribution
“Fight the Good Fight”

Hymn 664

Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Your joy and crown eternally.
Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life and Christ your love.
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see
That Christ is all eternally.
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
(sts. 1 & 3)
Great is Thy faithfulness, O Go my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
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Hymn 809

Refrain
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
(Worshipers are self-dismissed to exit after communing.)
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