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What a __________ the last 12 months have been! I thought of numerous words to fill in that blank, and I could not
settle on one. So, I’ll let you fill it in. What word would you put in the blank to describe the last 12 months? I’m not sure
either. But here is what I am sure of. Here is what I grasp to hold onto with all of my strength: the love of our God.
No one on this planet knows what is really going to happen in the remaining months of this year. We’re not sure when
the majority of the population will receive the vaccine; how long the vaccine will be effective; or what new strains or
variants of the virus will arise. Yet, we can be certain that God’s love for us in Christ Jesus is already filling all of the
seconds in each of the days ahead - no matter how normal, abnormal, or new normal the months may turn out to be.
In the days of the Early Church, many people in Greek society just wanted knowledge and certainty. In those days, the
heart of the Apostle Paul was filled with a prayer especially for people who sought to know God and understand His
love. The Spirit gave Paul perfect words to write: “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and
to know this love that surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
Think of God’s love for you as being multi-dimensional, extending out in all directions, so that nothing, absolutely
nothing, is outside of its reach, unprecedented or not. I heard a description of God’s love as described in Ephesians 3 in
a Christmas sermon from Rick Warren several years ago, and I used it in the message for this past New Year’s Eve
service. I thought of it in light of the next 12 months.
How wide is God’s love? God’s love is wide enough to be everywhere. The arms of your Heavenly Father are wide
enough to hold you wherever you are. There’s no place you can be where God’s love for you isn’t. God’s love is wide
enough for Jesus to stretch His arms out on a cross and die for the sins of all humanity. His love is wide enough to reach
out to every soul who has ever walked on this planet. It’s wide enough to take your guilt away and remove it as far as
the East is from the West. That’s wide!
What about depth? God’s love is deep enough to handle anything. It’s deep enough to get you out of any pit you’ve
ever been in. In the last months, many have said, “I’m in the pits.” Well, no matter how deep your pit is, how
bottomless your problems are, or how extensive your pain is, God’s love for you is deeper.
Height? God’s love is high enough to overcome any barrier. Maybe you’ve been hurt or disappointed, and you’ve put
up barriers with people. Many have been wounded in relationships, jobs, careers, and bodily ailments; and they put up
walls between themselves and loved ones, even God. Guess what? God’s love overcomes all barriers because God’s
love is higher than any barrier.
One more, how long is God’s love? God’s love is long enough to last forever. Love between humans doesn’t always
work; it often wears out. Human love doesn’t always last, but God’s love does. It’s from everlasting to everlasting.
(Psalm 103:17) Think about that length for a moment, that’s long.
Yes, in the spring of this year, the prayer of the Apostle Paul is a prayer for each of us, that you may have power with all
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and deep, and high and long is the love of Christ Jesus for you. Live in that
love; grow in that love; and share that love that surrounds you!
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“Places of the Passion” Itinerary Lent 2021
Grace Lutheran Church
Winter Haven, Florida
Mar. 3 Wed. 7:00 - Midweek 2 - The Mount of Olives
Jesus teaches the disciples overlooking Jerusalem. (Matthew 24:1-14)

Mar. 7 Sat - Sun 5:00 PM; 8:30 AM and 10:45 AM - 3rd Sunday in Lent Garden of Gethsemane
Under the cover of darkness, Jesus is betrayed and arrested. (Matthew 26:47-56)

Mar. 10 Wed. 7:00 PM- Midweek 3 - The Palace of the High Priest
Jesus is brought before Annas and Caiaphas (John 18:12-27)

Mar. 14 Sat - Sun 5:00 PM; 8:30 AM and 10:45 AM - 4th Sunday in Lent The Courtyard
A late-night trial of Jesus is held, and Peter denies Him. (Matthew 26:57-69)

Mar. 17 Wed. 7:00 PM - Midweek 4 - The Fortress of Antonia
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Pilate questions Jesus and, though innocent, delivers Him to be crucified.
(Matthew 27:11-23)

Mar. 24 Wed. 7:00 PM - Midweek 5 - Skull Hill / Mt Calvary
The Place of Crucifixion (John 19:17-30)

Mar. 28 Sat - Sun 5:00 PM; 8:30 AM; Confirmation 10:45 AM - Palm Sunday Bethphage
A donkey is found in Bethphage, and the ride into Jerusalem begins.
(Matthew 21:1-11)

Apr. 1 Thur. 7:00 PM - Maundy Thursday - The Upper Room
Passover is prepared, and Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:17-29)

Apr. 2 Fri. 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM - Good Friday - Golgotha
Jesus is crucified and breathes His last. (Matthew 27:45-56)

Apr. 3 Sat. 7:00 PM - Easter Vigil – The Garden Tomb
Outside the guarded tomb as New Life emerges inside. (Matthew 27:57-66)

Apr. 4 Sun. 6:30 AM, 8:30 AM and 10:45 AM - Easter Sunday - The
Victorious Tomb
See the place where they laid Him who is now arisen. (Matthew 28:1-10)
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The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 293-8447
or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, January 19, at 6:30 PM in the Mary Martha Room. Join
us as we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and
international missions. For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation at 863-2938447, or email jwittcop@glwh.org.
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The next Jobs for Life class will begin on Tuesday, March 2, with a J4L Open
House. Potential students will get an overview of the class, a schedule, and receive a Job
Description for their class.
Jobs for Life at Grace Lutheran is looking for individuals to fill the following positions to
make our J4L class successful. They are:
Students for the Class: 8-10 students would be ideal. If you know of someone
unemployed or underemployed, who is frustrated with their current situation, talk to
them about J4L. Give them an information sheet on J4L and get their name and phone
number to give to Judy Hinsch, our site director. She will make contact with the
individual.
Instructors: We need teachers to share one or more lessons with the students. Your
teaching assignment is one lesson per class. Instructors are encouraged to use personal
work stories as they fit the lesson. Personal testimonies are always helpful. You will be
sharing your faith as it relates to your work history.
Champions: Individuals who are a cheerleader for a student by offering encouragement;
keeping the student accountable for class assignments; exchanging thoughts with them
as to what the lesson is about; and by being a good listener. One champion is assigned
to every student
Prayer Warriors: Individuals who will keep the student in their prayers and also send
notes of encouragement letting the student know that they are kept in daily prayers.
(Some J4L classes will ask you to be in class, regularly or occasionally. We need one
prayer warrior for every student.)

CALENDAR FOR The most important thing to know about Jobs for Life is that this is a transformational
ministry. The goal is to see how God works in our lives; how He goes with us on our
MARCH
journey through life (which includes work); and how we find peace and joy in our work.
March 2: Jobs for Life
begins
March 16: Going
Team Meeting 6 PM
March 18: Serving
Lunch at The Mission

Finally, J4L is an important outreach to the community. What a blessing the class is not
only to the students but to all who work with them! This is just another way Grace is
making a difference in our community.
For more information:
Contact:

Judy Hinsch at 561-859-1883
Lou Marinelli at 863-632-1257
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Destination Dig

Families and young people (3 yrs through 5th grade) of Grace are
invited to join Miss Casey and Miss Leah for Destination Dig
during Lent at Grace Lutheran! On Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings, we will “unearth” the truth about Jesus
and His amazing love for us through fun STEM activities,
archeology experiences, and other fun interactive learning.
Journey back in time to see where Jesus walked and discover how
archeologists learn about what Jesus’ life was like!
Destination Dig Wednesday Evenings: Families are invited to join
us in the Youth Room before Lenten worship to learn more about
the “Places of the Passion.” (You will be provided with a set of
archeological dig tools the first week you attend Destination
Dig. Bring them with you each Wednesday and on Sunday
mornings so you are prepared to dig into the learning
experiences!)
•
•
•
•

6:00-6:45 PM Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17 and 24.
Some lessons may include an archeological snack, but Lenten meals will not be served this year. Please
eat before you arrive!
Parents, Wednesday evening activities are designed for families; please attend and participate with your
child!
Child care will be available, if needed, in the nursery beginning at 5:45 PM.

Destination Dig Sunday Mornings: Bring your archeology dig tools with you to Sunday School and Children’s
Church to dig deeper into where Jesus walked and what Jesus taught as He prepared to die and rise for us!

•

Parents may drop their children off at the Youth Room as usual during Sunday school.

Confirmation (7th & 8th Grade Youth Ministry)
Confirmation students will be busy during Lent as they head into the end of their confirmation
learning for the year. Please pay close attention to the Wednesday evening schedule for
February and March!
March 3: 5:30-6:45 PM Confirmation instruction for students not enrolled at Grace School
March 10: 5:30-6:45 PM Faith Testimony Practice (ALL 8th grade students)
March 17: 5:30-6:45 PM Confirmation instruction for students not enrolled at Grace School.
Saturday, March 27: 10:00 AM-1:00 PM Confirmation Luncheon (ALL 8th grade confirmation
students. All 7th grade students are asked to help serve.)
Sunday, March 28: 10:45 AM Rite of Confirmation (ALL 8th grade students)
Thursday, April 1: 7:00 PM First Communion

Youth Ministry
Middle and High School Youth will have the opportunity to serve the families of Grace AND
earn service hours on Wednesday evenings during March by volunteering during Destination
Dig. Students can help children and families interact with different learning stations. Please
arrive in the Youth Room by 5:30 PM and check in with Miss Casey for instructions and
training before each week of Destination Dig.

Regular Youth Group (2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00 PM) will resume after Easter!
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A sincere thank you to all who supported our Chocolate Bake Sale, making it another
successful project in allowing us to continue supporting our various mission efforts such as
the two seminarians, as well as local, national, and worldwide missions.
Also, a heart-felt thanks to all who contributed to the collection of items for the “comfort kits”
to be given to the One More Child Organization of Lakeland that works with the issue of sex
trafficking of kids. All of these items will help individuals at a very difficult time in their lives.
We also greatly appreciate the American Heritage Girls Group helping with both of the above
projects. We are looking forward to having more opportunities to work with this group of
young girls in the future.
Our Women’s Ministry now has just one circle, the Martha Circle, which will continue to meet
on the second Thursday of the month at 1:00 PM in the Mary-Martha Room. We feel joining
the two circles will allow us to be an even more effective group in our mission endeavors and
give us the opportunity for more fellowship with each other. For any woman who is
not involved in Women’s Ministry, we encourage you to consider becoming a part of this vital
group.
Mark your calendars for our next gathering event! We are planning to have a women’s retreat
on Saturday, May 8, here on our church campus. Child care will be provided and lunch
(following COVID-safe guidelines). We have already secured a prominent Lutheran author and
speaker for this event. All women of the church, regardless of age, are encouraged to attend
and consider bringing a friend along with you. We are still working on some of the details, so
please continue to watch our “news” and put this on your calendar.

“An Age of Brotherhood” Available on Amazon!
Due to popular demand, Dan Trinklein, author of “An Age of Brotherhood” has re-edited the
book and made it available on Amazon for Kindle ebooks, and it is also available in paperback.
Here is a brief synopsis of this fascinating book: A story of brothers who find adventure at
every turn. Their tale is at times both frightening and endearing as it draws you into their
adventures, their home and their small community, Frankenmuth, Michigan. Offering a
nostalgic look at life as it was lived in the 1950’s and 1960’s, the story follows five brothers
through evolving relationships as the world takes on new perspectives.

Church Sanctuary
10:30-11:30 AM
Looking ahead to March 4th, Dr. David Evans, MD
will be our special guest speaker. Dr. Evans is a
Winter Haven physician. He specializes in
Thoracic Cardiovascular Surgery and is part of
BayCare Medical Group.
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals and couples, providing
social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and fellowship.

Save the Date: Coast to Coast Virtual Concert on Friday, March 12, 8:30 PM
In a time when opportunities to provide students with formative performance experiences are scarce,
Concordia University Chicago’s Wind Symphony has partnered with the Symphonic Band of Sheboygan
Lutheran High School in Wisconsin to present a coast-to-coast virtual concert event. The two schools have
joined together as a way to offer congregations a meaningful sacred music repertoire amid the pandemic.
On Friday, March 12 at 8:30 PM, EST, congregations and other partners in ministry throughout the nation are
invited to tune in for a live-streamed concert, titled, “From Coast to Coast: Praising Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.” Visit www.lutheranhigh.com/coast-to-coast on March 12 to view the live stream.
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Treasurer's Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement
Compared to Budget for the Six Months Ending December 31, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

146,380.24
101,186.41
45,193.83

579,470.69
514,602.28
64,868.41

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

112,990.45
193,215.72
(80,225.27)

1,022,708.13
1,044,561.15
(21,853.02)

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
Church Endowment Fund
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund
Special Designated Gifts

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

490,119.98
529,086.58
(38,966.60)

89,350.71
(14,484.30)
103,835.01

950,228.77
1,013,593.75
(63,364.98)

72,479.36
30,967.40
41,511.96

1,383,739.15
1,582,530.61
152,676.54
30,000.00

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a
charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on
AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%.
Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold
by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and
married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as
calculated annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be
received by the account owner).

Weekly “In-Person”
Attendance Report
1/24 - 295
1/31 - 342
2/7 - 290

2/14 - 336
2/21 - 332
2/28 -

We are also very thankful for our
many digital worshipers!

Parish Statistics
Death
Lillian Halabrin - 1/28/21
Henry Joerz, Jr. - 2/2/21
June Arft - 2/23/21

Phone: 863-293-9744

SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

Athletics
JV Boys and Girls celebrate at the Central Florida
Athletic Association (CFLAA) tournament in February!

Serving…
Who are some people that provide a service for you or
serve you? They might include police, firefighters,
doctors, etc. Jesus also served us. He did not serve us
because we deserve it. We often think and act like we
don’t need what He wants to give us. Sometimes we
even refuse the gifts He has for us. We depend on
ourselves, instead of Him. Jesus does not turn His back
on us. He came to this earth, lived as one of us, and died
for our sins. He did this so that we could have the gifts of
eternal life and forgiveness of sins to those who believe.
Jesus tells us to be servants. Just as we have those that
serve us, we should serve others. The world will often
tell us otherwise. Instead of helping others before
ourselves, we should be first. We think we have to be
the best at sports, grades, making money, etc. I
remember being in school and wanting to be first in line,
first picked for the team, first person done with my
assignment, etc. Mark 10:43-45 states, “Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.” Since Jesus is the only perfect
servant, He alone is first and greatest. Jesus also reminds
us that He, the Son of Man, not only came to serve, “but
to give His life as a ransom for many.” Jesus gave His life
because he loved you, me, and the world. What a great
example of someone showing loving service to others. As
we continue in our walk of Faith, make sure you use the
opportunities to serve others as Christ served you. It is
not always easy, but with God’s help it can be
accomplished. n serving, go and show others what it
means to be a child of Christ.
Music
“Students in music class are continuing to work hard
learning music theory and music history, and they enjoy
singing new hymns and praise songs. The Kidz Choir is
preparing their anthem, “Come to us, Lord Jesus,” which
they will perform at the 8:30 AM service on March 7.”
Booster-a-thon “Just Dance”
Our “Just Dance” Dance-a-thon Fund raiser took place in
January and raised close to $20,000 to help pay for
school improvements.

JV Girl’s Basketball celebrates
winning the championship at the
CFLAA tournament.

JV Boy’s Basketball
celebrates their second
place at the CFLAA
tournament.

Artists of the month for February:

K-2: Sydney
3-5: Adrianne
6-8: Jacob

SCHOOL CALENDAR

March….
11: $2 N.U.T. Day
12: End of 3rd Quarter
15: Beginning of 4th Quarter
19: N.U.T. Day
Early Release Day
Lion’s Den Closed
22-26: Spring Break
Lion’s Den Open
29: Classes Resume

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

7:30 AM Staff Devotions
10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

7

Daylight Saving
Time Starts

14

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
12 PM Families in the
Park
Worship with Holy
Communion

21
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

Palm Sunday

28

8:30 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
with Rite of
Confirmation

10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

7 PM Elder Meeting

8:30 AM Worship
Kidz Choir sings @
8:30 service
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

2

8

7:30 AM Staff Devotions
9 AM Circuit Pastors
10:30 AM Women’s
10:30 AM Church Staff
Bible Study
5:30 PM School
Building Meeting

15

7:30 AM Staff Devotions
10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

22

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Stephen Ministry
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM AHG
6:15 PM Praise Band
6:30 PM Going Team

23

No School/Spring Brk

10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

10:30 AM Church Staff

5:30 PM Business
Management
6:30 PM Board of
Directors

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

29

7:30 AM Staff Devotions

5:30 PM Confirmation
6 PM Destination Dig
7 PM Lenten Worship

6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Jobs for Life
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

10

11
9:00 AM LWR Quilters

7 AM Uniform Sales

1 PM Martha Circle
3 PM Kidz Choir

5:30 PM Confirmation
6 PM Destination Dig
7 PM Lenten Worship

24

No School/Spring Brk

10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Executive Elders
6:15 PM Praise Band

31

12

6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Jobs for Life
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

18

19
10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

9:30 AM AHG Event

20

5 PM Worship Svc

26

No School/Spring Brk

No School/Spring Brk

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Jobs for Life
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

13

9 AM 8th Grade Golf
Tournament - Tampa

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion

6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Jobs for Life
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

25

6

5 PM Worship Svc

10 AM Bible Study w/
Rev. Meyer - MM

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

6 PM Destination Dig
7 PM Lenten Worship

30

5

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
10 AM Bible Study w/
10:30 AM Sunshine Club Rev. Meyer - MM
3 PM Kidz Choir

16 St. Patrick’s Day 17

No School/Spring Brk

10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

4

3 PM Kidz Choir

6 PM School Board Mtg

Saturday

1 PM WM Board Mtg.

5:30 PM Confirmation
6 PM Destination Dig
7 PM Lenten Worship

10:30 AM Church Staff

Friday

3

9

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

Thursday

27
10 AM Confirmation
Rehearsal & Luncheon

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion
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