The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2020 - 5:00 PM
March 22, 2020 - 10:45 AM

(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.)

Welcome
*Processional Hymn

“My Song Is Love Unknown” (st. 1, 3 & 5) Hymn 430

My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I That for my sake
My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath,
And for His death They thirst and cry.
They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes
That He His foes From thence might free.

*The Opening Sentences, Confession and Forgiveness (Psalm 121:1-2,
124:8, 32:5)
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: I lift up my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from?
People: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord
People: and He forgave the guilt of my sin.
(Please kneel or be seated.)
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, hear my confession.
People: Just as the disciples misjudged the good deed of the woman who
anointed Your Son, I have misjudged my neighbors’ actions, questioned
their motives and shot arrows at their kindness. With sleepy eyes of
betrayal and denial, I have preferred physical comfort over spiritual
struggles, been afraid to speak the truth, and been deceived by worldly
views. I am heartily sorry for my sins, and I sincerely repent of them. For
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, I ask for
forgiveness.
Pastor: Friends in Christ, I have Good News for you. In the grace of Jesus Christ,
your Heavenly Father never takes His eyes of love off of you. He has given
His Son to die for you and for His sake, He forgives you all of your sins. As
a servant of His Word I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!

*Hymn of Response

“The Lord, My God, Be Praised”

Hymn 794

The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heaven,
The Father’s own dear Son, Whose life for me was given,
Who for my sin atoned With His most precious blood
And gives to me by faith The highest heav’nly good.

*The Salutation and Collect
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, as the Healer of Nations, You released many
from their bondage to sin, death, and the devil. But when it came time to
release You, the crowd chose a murderer instead. Through our Baptism
into Your crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection, let us be released
from our sins and arise to profess You as our everlasting King;
People: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

The First Reading

1 John 3:11-15
This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.
12
Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s
were righteous. 13Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 14We
know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.
Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15Anyone who hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.
11

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Passion Reading
L:

Mark 14:1, 53-65
Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days
away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for
some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him…
1

P:

[After Jesus’ arrest in the garden] 53They took Jesus to the high priest, and
all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came together.

L:

54

P:

55

L:
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P:

60

L:
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P:

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed
One?”

L:

62

P:

63

L:

65

Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high
priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any.
56
Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.
Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58“We
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will
build another, not made by man.’” 59Yet even then their testimony did not
agree.
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not
going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing
against you?”
But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.

“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?”
he asked. 64“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all
condemned him as worthy of death.
Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with
their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*The Holy Gospel

Matthew 23:29-36
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter, verses 29-36.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
29

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build
tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30And you say,

‘If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31So you testify against yourselves
that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32Fill up,
then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 33“You snakes! You brood of
vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34Therefore I am sending
you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify;
others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35And so
upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36I tell you the truth, all this will
come upon this generation.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
*Sermon Hymn

“Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” (st. 1-3)

Hymn 451

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See Him dying on the tree!
’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He!
’Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord;
Proofs I see sufficient of it: ’Tis the true and faithful Word.
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning, Foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him, None would intervene to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him Was the stroke that justice gave.
Ye who think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful load;
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.

The Sermon “Murderous Eyes”

Mark 14

Offering Announcement
*Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of the Church
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

*The Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
People: Amen.

*Recessional Hymn

“Lift High the Cross” (st. 1, 4 & 6)

Hymn 837

Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

*Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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