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IN ALL “our” THINGS
Well, those things are really not ours are they?
You’ve observed the toddler trying to figure this
out. The toddler thinks everything is theirs and says
“mine” to whatever is in their sight. Sometimes
they are smiled at and other times they are
corrected. They begin their journey of stewardship;
learning the nuances of ownership, management
and responsibility. By the time those toddlers are
teens, we hope they have mastered “managing”
whatever mom and dad continue to put into their
hands. Sometimes there are struggles over
specifics, just as adults continue to wrestle with
God about “their” things. Teens often think “their”
cell phone is theirs and “theirs alone.” Indeed, they
are responsible for that phone and mom and dad
continually remind them of that truth. But they
often forget that it is mom and dad who are
funding “their” phone and who can rightfully
observe it at any time - and even confiscate it due
to bad management!
The same is true with God and us. Remember Job’s
statement of this truth? “Naked I came from my
mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord
gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the
Name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21)
Our challenge in this year’s November Stewardship
emphasis is to observe God in all “our” things; ALL
of them. Ask yourself: Why do I think God has
allowed me to have these things, even this
particular thing? Why has God put these things into
my hands? How is He wanting me to use
them? What is He up to with me having these
things?

been given to us through the filter of His heart.
When God’s people were about to venture into the
land of plenty, they were reminded: “You may say
to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my
hands have produced this wealth for me.’ But
remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives
you the ability to produce wealth.” (Deuteronomy
8:17-18)
At Grace Lutheran, we present a wholistic view of
stewardship. Stewardship is not just about our
finances and not even just about time, talents, and
treasures. It’s about our whole lives. We are to
manage everything God has given us, including the
breath He puts into our lungs. What a gift that
breath is – and the next one – to be managed in
good ways! Yes, we culminate our stewardship
efforts with an opportunity for us to bring a pledge
of financial commitments to the Lord for the
coming year. As we place our commitments on the
Lord’s altar, we do so pledging our whole selves to
the Lord’s work. For God is in all things of “our”
lives. Consecration Weekend is set for November
20 and 21 and will be celebrated, along with Holy
Communion, at all worship services that
weekend.
For a list of ways to serve, visit our website,
www.glwh.org, and click the “serve in worship” and
“serve our community” tabs.
In His Service,

Pastor Charles Reich
As Children of God who continue to mature in
matters of stewardship, we remember that all we
have has come to us from the hand of the Lord and
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CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS
Members and friends should have received, or will soon be receiving financial statements and
commitment cards with a stewardship letter from the church office at the beginning of
November. Please contact us if you would like one. Pledge cards and Electronic Giving
Commitment cards can be returned to the church office or brought to worship services on
November 20-21.
“Giving Electronically” represents nearly half of all of our donations received. It’s easy! Visit our
website at www.glwh.org. Click “GIVE” and then click “Electronic Giving and Donations” (in blue)
to be linked to our giving page at VANCO, our E-giving provider. For the giving APP on your cell
phone or tablet, search and download “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement” in your app store and
link it to “Grace Lutheran Church Winter Haven.”

Outreach and Evangelism
School Care Team Article
Jesus calls His followers to “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching
them all that I have commanded you.” Sometimes this command can lead brave Christians to
travel across the world to bring the Gospel to a remote area. Other times this commandment is
fulfilled each time a mother and father bring their newborn to be baptized. But we can also “go
and make disciples” by being “everyday missionaries” to the people God has placed around us in
our everyday lives. Grace Lutheran teaches the B.L.E.S.S. model to encourage Christians to Bond,
Learn, Engage, Serve, and Share with non-Christian friends, neighbors, and acquaintances.
Grace Lutheran Church has a “mission field” that’s “ripe for the harvest” right next door! Grace
Lutheran School has 350 students currently enrolled. Along with a quality academic education,
each student participates in regular religion classes and chapel services. And yet, more than 100
students report that they don’t have a church home. That means that those students and their
families are not hearing God’s Word proclaimed to them in church each week. But it also means
that they are lacking the caring community that comes with a church home.

We firmly believe that belonging to the Grace Lutheran family includes a community that cares
about each student and family. That’s why Grace Lutheran Church has created a School Care
Team to serve families who have no church home. The School Care Team’s only responsibility is to
reach out to and care for families who have no church affiliation. We want to B.L.E.S.S these
families. The hope in this contact is that a relationship is formed between school families and
church members to learn how to better care for them. These relationships may develop into an
opportunity for faith to be shared, but the goal is that the family of Grace is cared for -- whether
they be in the church or school.
Each member of the School Care Team receives only one family to contact. That ensures each
member is not overwhelmed with new relationships to form but can focus on one family. These
contacts are initiated with simple cards or emails asking how members can be caring for their
school family and an invitation to begin a dialogue together.
If you’re interested in caring for a school family, then we’d love to get you involved! Contact
Pastor Brendon at bmoore@glwh.org for more information.
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The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 293-8447,
or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, November 16, at 6:30 PM in the Mary-Martha Room. Join
us as we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and
international missions. For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation at 863-2938447, or email jwittcop@glwh.org.

A TIME TO BE THANKFUL
As we reflect on this time of
thanksgiving, we have a lot to be
thankful for this year. God has richly
blessed us to be a blessing to
others. Think about how you might
help a Christian organization who
cares and helps people in our
community with the needs that we
are not always able to help with by
ourselves. If you are looking for one
of these organizations, you can
contact the Church Office for
assistance.

Grace is partnering with the TLC
(Tender Loving Caregivers) Association
for Foster Children this Christmas!
Let’s give Christmas joy to our local foster
children! We are collecting gifts for infants
thru teens who may not otherwise receive
gifts for Christmas.
See suggested donations below!
PLEASE BRING IN GIFTS BY SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 5 and place them in the gift
boxes in the Church Narthex or Trinity Hall.
NO GIFT WRAPPING PLEASE!

Thank you!
Serving Lunch at The Mission
We will be serving lunch at The
Mission on Thursday, November 18,
from 11:30 AM– 1:00 PM. We need
6-8 volunteers to help. Contact Jeff
Wittcop in the Church Office for
more information at 863-8447. We
meet at the Mission Kitchen.

BOYS

B OND
L EARN
E NGAGE
S ERVE
S HARE
Grace members are
mindful of B.L.E.S.S.
and equipped and
encouraged to put
it into practice as
they are “Going” to
the neighbor.

sports equipment
Tonka™ toys
Legos™
See and Say™
Remote Control Car
watches
socks
wallets
handheld games
(please include batteries)
boys toiletry sets
teen backpacks

GIRLS
body & bath soap sets
See and Say™
Legos™
Dolls
Arts and Crafts
shampoo/hair gift sets
clips & other hair accessories
nail polish & make-up sets
perfume, powder, lotions
purses
jewelry
teen backpacks

MISSION
PARTNERS
November 2021

THE
MISSION
The Haley Center
Life Choice
Pregnancy Center
Winter Haven

Tapestry of Light - A Celtic Christmas Celebration
by Nick Klemetson
As I write this in late September, it is hard to believe that the Advent season is right around the
corner. I have become aware that one of Grace Lutheran’s most beloved traditions is the Christmas
cantata program which is presented every December.
I’m excited to continue this tradition with a piece by Joseph M. Martin titled ‘Tapestry of Light.’ Mr.
Martin said he was inspired to compose this large-scale work after a vacation to the British Isles. The
traditional Christmas music of England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales are full of singable, tuneful
melodies and infectious rhythms. This rich heritage of seasonal song is woven together with selected
scriptures and hymn texts to create a wonderful fabric of truth for the season.
Tapestry of Light features popular, well known Christmas carols from the British Isles. The piece
opens with a delightful medley of tunes, combining ‘I Saw Three Ships’ with ‘On Christmas Night All
Christians Sing’ and ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice.’ Not a movement goes by without at least one
well known tune; some others include ‘Greensleeves,’ ‘The Holly and the Ivy,’ and a particularly
stirring version of ‘Danny Boy,’ using a beautiful Martin-penned text describing the night Jesus came
into the world.
Being composed in a Celtic style, the work will feature a small instrumental ensemble of violin, cello,
flute, and a selection of percussion in addition to the piano. These instruments will enhance and
compliment the singers and complete the sonic experience of joy and anticipation for this Christmas
service.
I would like to invite anyone and everyone who would like to participate to do so! Rehearsals for
Tapestry of Light will begin on Thursday, November 4, at 7:15 PM. If you’ve participated in this
program in previous years, it would be wonderful to have you on board again as we come together
to make a joyful noise and share the message of hope and joy this Christmas season.
Soli Deo Gloria!

November 4 - Please join us for a special Thanksgiving style lunch. Menu – Turkey, dressing and rolls will be
provided. Bring a side dish to share. Masks should be worn for the buffet line. A thank offering will be
collected. Arrival 11-11:30; Announcements/devotions 11:30-Noon; lunch at noon; Program 12:30-1:30 PM.
PROGRAM-Michael Stroud, EMS Director for the City of Winter Haven, will share important information
about CPR updates and COVID, how to use an AED Defibrillator (like the ones on the walls throughout the
church property), and what to expect if you have to call 911 for a medical emergency.
Sunshine Club Board—please plan to meet following our Nov. 4th gathering. Tammi Straughn, SSC
coordinator, 863-660-2617.
PLANNING AHEAD– Our December gathering is Thursday, Dec. 2nd. Christmas Cookie decorating!
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine Club focuses on individuals and couples, providing
social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and fellowship.
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Youth Ministry
Sunday School
Children aged 3 to 5th grade are welcome to join us in the Youth Room each Sunday from 9:45 10:30 AM for games, music, time to share and build friendships, and interactive Bible stories that
teach us about God’s love for us! During the month of November, children will learn that God takes
care of us as they learn about how God took care of Moses!
Youth Group: Youth Group continues to meet in the Youth Room from 6 - 8:00 PM on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of every month. Youth in 6th - 12th grade are welcome to join us for community builders,
Bible Study, large group games, and food!
November 10: Moses: Into the wilderness
November 24: Youth group will end at 7:00 PM. (Youth are welcome to attend Thanksgiving worship
together at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary!)

National Youth Gathering
•
•
•
•

Date: July 8-13, 2022
Location: Houston, TX
Who may attend: Youth currently in 8th- 12th Grade
Cost: Estimated $600 out of pocket (Grace gifts $400 to each member and youth will have the opportunity to raise up to $600)
• Registration and deposit due: Sunday, October 15, 2021 (Miss Leah will submit any additional
registrations as soon as they are turned in with deposit. Please turn in paperwork as soon as possible in case the Gathering fills to capacity.)

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2021, 9:45 AM - SANCTUARY
2021 Board of Directors (BOD) Nominees recommended by the Congregational Nominating Committee to
the Voters’ Assembly as the BOD's recommended slate of candidates:
Officers up for election and/or re-election are President, Vice President and Financial Secretary. There is an
open position for a 3-year term on the Board of Directors for a Member at Large.
Section 6 of the constitution reads: “Candidates for office may be nominated by any qualified voter at the
Voters’ Assembly providing the nominee’s permission has been obtained prior to the meeting. In the case of
the Elders, prior consent of the Pastors and the candidate must be obtained.”
Elder positions are being filled from a list of nominees presented to the Elders, Stewardship Committee, and
Nominating Committee. These names will be presented at the assembly.
If you have any names to submit for nomination please contact Roger Walker, Chair of the Nominating
Committee.

Our Fall Craft Sale is planned for the weekend of November 6 & 7. This is a fundraiser to enable us to
continue supporting our various mission projects. Please note we have extended this to also include not only
“gently used Christmas items,” but also items for any holiday (i.e. Easter, Thanksgiving, Valentine). This gives
you even more opportunity of finding a treasure you didn’t even know you needed while also supporting
worthy mission causes. Donations for the upcoming craft sale can be brought to the Mary-Martha Room
starting Friday, October 29 - Friday, November 5. Thanking you in advance for contributing to this event.
We will again have our Thanksgiving Pie Sale with proceeds enabling us to support our various mission
projects. Pies offered this year will be pumpkin, pecan, and Dutch apple (all pies @ $15 each). Again, pies will
only be sold by pre-order and payment at time of ordering. An order form will be in the “blue pages”
November 6 - November 14. Ladies will also be available at services to take orders, but please come prepared
to make payment then either by cash or check. Pies can be picked up November 20 & 21. Same as last year,
in order to observe COVID guidelines, ladies will do the preparation and baking here at the church. The pies
again will be boxed with your name appearing on the box to ensure you receive the correct pie. Pies can
easily be frozen and ready for your Thanksgiving meal on whatever day you gather.
We continue to encourage all women of Grace to become involved in our Women’s Ministry. One excellent
way is to consider being a part of our Martha Circle which meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM
in the Mary-Martha Room. This is a time of Bible study, fellowship, and light refreshments. Get to know even
more women of Grace Lutheran and be active in our mission projects as we strive to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Another great opportunity to serve within our Women’s Ministry is the quilting group that meets on
Thursdays at 9:00 AM in the Women’s Center on Bates Ave. If you are not a quilter per se, there are still
things which need to be done within that group that anyone can do and which would be most helpful. Please
consider joining the quilters Thursday mornings.
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American Heritage Girls

The American Heritage Girls joined forces with members of our Women’s Ministry on Saturday, September
18, to create crafts for the Fall Craft Sale, being held on November 6 & 7. If you weren’t able to participate in
Craft Day, but you would like to donate some home-crafted items or some gently-used holiday items
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.), you may bring your items to the Mary-Martha Room
starting Friday, October 29 - Friday, November 5. We thank you in advance for contributing to this event!

Trail Life
Enjoy some pictures of our newly formed trail life troop. The boys had a great time! They made little
wheelbarrows and did a “lashing project” to tie branches together for a tent. We ask for your prayers,
encouragement, & support!
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Treasurer’s Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement
Compared to Budget for the Two Months Ending August 31, 2021
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

95,311.88
100,254.30
(4,942.42)

169,141.74
200,143.35
(31,001.61)

177,260.99
197,268.25
(20,007.26)

(8,119.25)
2,875.10
(10,994.35)

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

141,994.34
185,920.84
(43,926.50)

313,397.01
420,987.04
(107,590.03)

221,844.20
415,301.44
(193,457.24)

91,552.81
5,685.60
85,867.21

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
Church Investments - Restricted
Church Endowment Fund
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund

1,520,499.76
1,490,019.89
1,716,352.61
144,248.08

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a charitable
organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:

•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. Therefore, making
a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold by
reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and married
($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as calculated
annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be received by the
account owner).

Weekly “In-Person”
Attendance Report
9/19 - 289
9/26 - 290

10/03 - 296
10/10 - 339
10/17 - 285

We are also very thankful for our
many digital worshipers!

Parish Statistics
Baptisms
Jacob “Wells” Beacham - 10/9/21
Deaths
Rev. Dr. David H. Bernthal - 10/7/21

Phone: 863-293-9744
SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

We are excited to announce that Grace
Lutheran School was voted Best Private
School in Central Florida in The Ledger's
2021 Best of the Best Contest!
Often, I ask my students what they are thankful for.
They respond with family and friends, television and
video games. Although pretty typical answers, many
times they mention being thankful for God first. How
many of us would have faith like a child when asked
this question and answer God before anything else? I
have a rule in my classroom; it states “Remember I
am Third.” The rule is simple to understand, God
comes first, others come second and finally you put
yourself last. Although simple to understand it is
often difficult to follow. We like to put ourselves first,
and then, if we have time, put God and others
next. During the month of November we have an
opportunity to focus on what we are thankful for. We
not only should focus on it but should put our
priorities in order just as my rule states. How do you
put God first in your life, how about others before
yourself? As tough as it may be at times, we need to
stop and reflect on life and be thankful for all the
wonderful things the Lord has blessed us with.
How thankful are you? Do you say you are thankful
but do not show it in your actions towards others? Is
your thanksgiving by words accompanied by
thanksliving? Do you live your thanks by giving of
yourself for others? There are many opportunities for
us to become involved in helping those around us. Is
your day too busy to take the time to help those in
need, or do you make excuses? Just think for a
moment, what if Jesus would have made an excuse or
was too busy to give His life up for us. Where would
we be today? The next time you have an opportunity
to help others, take it and do it willingly, not for selfrecognition, but to show others Christ lives in
you. God has given us so much; we should in return
want to give to others. Have a blessed and thankful
Thanksgiving!
“Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make
known among the nations what He has done.” 1
Chronicles 16:7

SCHOOL CALENDAR
November….
9: $2 N.U.T. Day
10: Midterm of 2nd Quarter
Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
17: Early Release Day
19: N.U.T. Day
22-26: No School—Thanksgiving Break
29: Classes Resume

December….
2: $2 N.U.T. Day
8: Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
17: Early Release Day
End of 2nd Quarter
N.U.T. Day
20 - 31: No School - Christmas Break

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families
with a strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
7:30 AM Staff Devos
10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study
7 PM Elder’s Meeting

Daylight Saving 7

Time Ends

Stewardship I

Holy Communion
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Gently-Used
Holiday Craft Sale
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
12 PM Gently-Used
Holiday Craft Sale
7:30 PM Men’s
Fellowship - TH

7:30 AM Staff Devos
9 AM Circuit Pastors
10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study

Consecration 21
Weekend
Holy Communion
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

9

No School

22

10:30 AM Bible Study

23

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6:15 PM Praise Band

28

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

29
7:30 AM Staff Devos
10:30 AM Bible Study

1 PM Martha Circle - MM
3:15 PM Grace Choristers

17

30
8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG /Trail Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

No School

6 PM Youth - YR
7 PM Thanksgiving
Eve Worship

6
8 AM - 2 PM GentlyUsed Holiday Craft Sale

Holy Communion
5 PM Worship Svc
6 PM Gently-Used
Holiday Craft Sale

12

13

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

5 PM Worship Svc

18
9:00 AM LWR Quilters
11 AM Serving at The
Mission

3 PM Grace Choristers
6 PM Ongoing SM
6 PM Grace Bells
Training - LR
7:15 PM Cantata
6 PM SM Training - MM Rehearsal
6 PM Confirmation - YR

10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

Women’s Ministry Pie
Distribution
1st Sunday in Advent

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff 12 PM Early Release
1 PM Faculty Meeting

No School

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
11 AM Sunshine Club

5

6 PM Stephen Ministry 6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Youth Group - YR Graduation
6 PM Grace Bells
7:15 PM Cantata
Rehearsal

16

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG /Trail Life
6:15 PM Praise Band
6:30 PM Going Team

6 PM School Board

4

10 Veterans Day 11

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

7:30 AM Staff Devos
10:30 AM Bible Study

Saturday

3:15 PM Grace Choristers
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Stephen Ministry 6 PM Grace Bells
6 PM Confirmation - YR 7:15 PM Cantata
Rehearsal

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM AHG /Trail Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

15

Friday

3

8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff 1 PM WM Board Mtg.

8

Stewardship II 14
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM VOTERS’
ASSEMBLY Sanctuary
10:45 AM Worship
12 PM Families in the
Park
2 PM Young Family
Gathering - TH

2

Thursday

24 Thanksgiving 25
Day

19

9 AM Women’s Ministry
Pie Baking - Kitchen
10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

6 PM AHG/TL Friend
Night - TH

20
Women’s Ministry Pie
Distribution

5 PM Worship Svc
Holy Communion

26
No School
Church Office
Closed
10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

27

5 PM Worship Svc
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