
Sent to Serve –  
freely and dutifully! 

  
500 years ago this fall, Dr. Martin Luther was busy writing three 
significant pamphlets. Early printing presses were busy getting his 
writings into the hands of people. On Reformation Sunday this year, 
Frederick the Wise will appear in costume with one of these 
pamphlets, Luther’s Address to the Christian Nobility of the German 
Nation and tell us about its relevance to church and state issues of our 
day. (see p. 7 of this newsletter) On October 6, 1520, Luther’s The 
Babylonian Captivity of the Church was published as a scathing review 
of erroneous teachings of the medieval Catholic Church on the 
Sacraments and how church leaders and clergy were holding the 
people of the church captive by demanding penance and withholding 
the cup of the Lord’s Supper from the laity.   
  
The most impactful publication in the fall of 1520 was Luther’s 
pamphlet The Freedom of the Christian. This was written to persuade 

Pope Leo X and church leaders that the Reformation teachings were not a novelty. They were a pure 
confession of the Word of God consistent with the historical truth of the Holy Scriptures. This pamphlet 
became one of the most enduring treatments of Christian freedom ever penned. Just how free is a servant of 
Christ? The pamphlet begins with two seemingly contradictory statements: 
  

A Christian is the most free lord of all, subject to none. 

A Christian is the most dutiful servant of all, subject to everyone. 

  
Quoting verses of Scripture, Luther writes, “although these statements appear contradictory…they are both 
statements of Paul himself, ‘For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all’ (1 Cor. 9:19), 
and ‘Owe no one anything, except to love one another.’ (Rom. 13:8)  Love, by its very nature, is ready to serve 
and be subject to him who is loved. So Christ, although He was Lord of all, was ‘born of woman, born under 
the law’ (Gal. 4:4), and, therefore, was at the same time a free man and servant, ‘in the form of God’ and ‘of a 
servant.’ (Phil. 2:6-7).”   
  
Luther first considers this truth as it relates to the inner man. The inner person becomes righteous and free 
with faith in Christ. “For freedom, Christ has set us free.” (Gal. 5:1) And “if the Son sets you free you are free 
indeed.” (John 8:36) Later in the pamphlet, Luther considers the outer man. Are Christians content to be 
saved by faith alone and not do any works? Luther answers the charge of his critics, “…not so, you wicked 
men, not so. That would be indeed proper if we were wholly inner and perfectly spiritual people. But such we 
shall be only at the Last Day, the day of the resurrection of the dead.  As long as we live in the flesh we only 
begin to make some progress in that which shall be perfected in the future life.” “As servants, we are to do all 
sorts of good works” and “must learn self-control.”   (continued on next page) 
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Small Groups Begin this Month! 
 

Our Small Groups will be meeting this month to discuss a very timely book, 
“Anxious for Nothing” by Max Lucado. This is the perfect time to join a 
group and for new groups to form, especially digital groups. It’s not too late 
to join a group! Sign up today. Go to www.glwh.org/smallgroups and fill out 
the registration page, or fill out a form in the blue pages and drop it off at 
the church office front desk. Feel free to order your own copy or email us at 
frontdesk@glwh.org and we’ll order one for you. We have 50 copies 
available for $12 each in the church office. 

Dr. Luther’s pamphlet on freedom has rightly been called “the most perfect expression of 
Luther’s Reformation understanding of the mystery of Christ.” As utterly free as Christ 
was, He bound Himself under the law to serve His creatures and gain their salvation. 
Christ’s example becomes the form of Christian freedom. Like Christ, the believer in 
Christ, the Christ-ian, is “lord” and “servant” in one person. The Christian is utterly free in 
faith and simultaneously a servant to all in works of love. Christian life is then lived 
between the paradoxical poles of faith and love.   
  
Luther’s teaching of Scriptural freedom continues to speak 500 years later. What does it 
mean for Christians in America of October 2020 in the midst of racial tensions, polarizing 
politics escalating toward an ugly election, and a continuing pandemic? Even now, you’re 
free - free to be a servant - to all! (including the other side.) 

  
 
 
 

In His service, 
Pastor Charles Reich   
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The Going Team exists to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and 
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 293-8447 
or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved! 

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, October 20, at 6:30 PM in the Mary-Martha Room. Join 
us as we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and 
international missions.  For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation at 863-293-
8447, or email jwittcop@glwh.org. 

BOND 
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ENGAGE 
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SHARE 
 

Grace members 
are mindful of  
B.L.E.S.S. and 
equipped and 

encouraged to put 
it into practice as 
they are “Going” 
to the neighbor. 

 

MISSION 
PARTNERS 

 

October 
 

The Mission 
 

Lutheran Hour 
Ministries 

 

and 
 

Heart for 
Winter Haven 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Oct. 18:  Blood Drive 
 New Member Sunday 
 

Oct. 20: Going Team Meeting 

Meet our Missionaries: 
  
Rev. Dr. Ronald and Mary Anne Rall serve the Lord 
through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) as 
missionaries in Papua New Guinea (PNG). In this role, 
Ronald teaches courses in Lutheran theology at Timothy 
Lutheran Seminary in Birip. He also conducts continuing 
education workshops for pastors and evangelists in 
remote areas and distributes reading glasses.  
  
Ronald’s hometown is Creston, Iowa. He received his 
associate’s degree from Concordia University, St. Paul, 

St. Paul, Minnesota, and his bachelor’s degree from Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. He received his Master of Divinity and his Doctor of Ministry from Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis. Ronald currently serves as the associate pastor at Timothy Lutheran Church, St. Louis. 
From 1973-1981, he served as an evangelistic missionary to Papua New Guinea. In 2008, he 
taught at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG) in Accra, Ghana. Ronald’s hobbies 
include coaching basketball, reading, and bee keeping.  
 
Mary Anne’s hometown is Erlanger, Kentucky. She received her bachelor’s degree from Thomas 
More College, Crestview Hills, KY. She served alongside Ronald in Papua New Guinea from 1973-
1981. She enjoys music and reading. Ronald and Mary Anne have six children. (This information was 
taken from the Mission Central website) 

  
Many of you might remember the Rall’s who visited us last year just before Thanksgiving. They 
shared information on their work in PNG. We’re glad to have adopted them for our International 
Missionary support for 2020-2021. Keep the Rall’s in your prayers as they wait for word when 
they can return to Papua New Guinea. No one can travel to or from that part of Asia because of 
the Pandemic. We look forward to hearing from them when they can continue their work in PNG. 
  
If you would like to financially support our missionaries, please indicate the amount for MISSIONS 
on your envelopes and write “Missionary Support.” 

Grace Lutheran Church and School to Support 
Missionaries in Papua New Guinea 

 October 18 
8:30 AM-12:30 PM 

 

Be sure to eat a good meal and 
drink plenty of water  
before giving blood. 

 

Make a Difference: HELP SAVE A LIFE! 



The COVID-19 pandemic is continuing to have its effects on the Worship Arts Ministry. Grace Chorale 
would normally be back in action right after Labor Day. However, choir membership is made up of a large 
percentage of high-risk folks that have chosen not to return until COVID-19 has drastically subsided. At this 
point in time, it is too difficult to say when that may happen.   
  
Trinity Bells, with fewer ringers, has returned to rehearsing and had its first worship participation in late 
September. The Kidz Choir, under the direction of Sarah Duffy, school music director, has already had its first 
worship debut for the new school year and will continue to participate in worship approximately once every 
six weeks. Sarah Duffy is married to our Vicar, Michael Duffy.  Both Sarah and Michael have been a huge 
blessing to the Worship Arts Ministry.  
  
We will also have small ensembles and/or soloists provide special worship music to help fill in the gaps. A 
brass ensemble is being planned for both of our October 25 Reformation Services, 8:30 and 10:45 A.M. Due 
to COVID-19, there will not be a special afternoon Reformation Festival. And, no special early Advent/
Christmas Cantata is planned for this year, also due to COVID-19.  
  
A SPECIAL NEED REQUEST: 

Do you feel more people, beyond those who worship at Grace, are in need of hearing the Gospel 
message? The Words of Jesus to his disciples in the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20 
are: 19“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” And also, the text from Matthew 9:37, 37Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
  
Would you like to be a part of making that happen but are uncomfortable with the usual evangelism 
tools and strategies? We have the perfect opportunity waiting for you. Continue reading… 
  
Grace Media Now, our live-streaming ministry, has a need for assistants desiring to be a part of 
this exciting outreach ministry of proclaiming the Gospel not only to our immediate community, but 
to the world via the internet.  We can say, literally, that there are people all over the world that are 
tuning in to our Sunday morning live-stream broadcast. Other live-stream teaching opportunities are 
in the process of being planned, but, as Matthew 9:37 says…“the workers are few.” We need help to 
accomplish this task.  Please consider investigating the opportunities that are available. Contact David 
Leyrer, Grace Media Now director, or Wynn Bonner for more information.   
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving the Lord together with you, 
Wynn Bonner  
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Grace, like other Lutheran churches nationwide, will observe Women’s Ministry LWML the weekend of 
October 3 and 4 in all our services.  Members of our two Circles will be filling all the worship participant roles 
on those days, including elder on duty, greeters, lectors, and ushers. In addition, one of our ladies will be 
giving the Children’s Message, and a brief review of our ministry will also be presented. Please be sure to 
help us celebrate LWML Weekend either via the in-person or live streaming worship services.   
 
THANKSGIVING PIE SALE AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!! Our first fundraiser for this year is our Thanksgiving 

pie sale which was supported so well by our membership last year. Choice of 
pies will be the same as last year -- pumpkin, pecan, and Dutch apple (all pies @ 
$15 each). Also, for both quality control and observing all safety guidelines 
regarding COVID concerns, ladies will do the baking in the church kitchen on 
Saturday, November 21, in two shifts. In addition, all ingredients and supplies 
will be purchased at one time in bulk for continuity. Again this year pies will only 
be sold by pre-order and payment at time of ordering. An order form will be in 
the “blue pages” for ordering beginning October 25 and ending November 
15. During this time, ladies will be at the Welcome Desk (out front) to take your 
orders. If ordering there, payment can be made either by check or cash. If you 
choose to mail  in your order or drop it by the church office, we ask that you pay 
either by check or with exact cash. The pies will be boxed nicely with your name 
appearing on the box to assure that you get the correct pie. Pies can be picked 

up on Saturday, November 21, and Sunday, November 22. All pies can easily be frozen and ready for your 
Thanksgiving meal on whatever day you gather.  
 
The proceeds from the pie sales and other fundraisers throughout the year help us to fulfill our yearly 
commitment to support two seminary students. One of those students for this year will be our former Vicar 
Brendan Moore and another student whose name will be given to us in October by the seminary. We enjoy 
receiving correspondence from these students who always share some of their experiences and express their 
appreciation for our financial support and our prayers. So please help us in this endeavor by ordering what 
will surely be a delicious pie addition to your Thanksgiving  meal. 
  
Remember, ladies, Circle meetings have begun again with our Naomi group meeting the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 9:30 AM, and the Martha group meeting the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM.  Both 
groups meet in the Mary-Martha room. Please join us and learn even more of all the happenings in our 
Women’s Ministry  here at Grace. 



Appearing  
the Weekend of October 24-25, 2020 

at  
Grace Lutheran Church, Winter Haven, Florida 

 

Frederick III, (1463-1525) 
a.k.a. Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony and protector of Dr. Martin Luther 

  
Presenting 

Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation 

Pamphlet by Dr. Martin Luther written in 1520 

and its relevance to church and state issues of the day 

 
 

Nominations for  
Grace Board of Elders  

are being received 
 

Contact Roger Walker (rolowalker@aol.com) or  
Pastor Charles Reich (creich@glwh.org)  
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Observing All Saints’ Day  
 October 31 & November 1, 2020 

 
On All Saints’ Day, it is our custom at Grace, to remember those  
who have gone before us in the past year with the tolling of the bell.  
 
Those whose names have been submitted will be recognized 
individually at the worship services on October 31 & November 1, 
2020.  
 
We especially remember those who have passed due to COVID-19. 
 
Please call the church office, 293-8447 or e-mail laceto@glwh.org 
with the names of those you would like remembered. 



Charitable IRA Distributions  
 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a 
charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include: 

 
• The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on 

AGI, such as: 
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. 

Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable. 
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold 

by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions. 
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and 

married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income. 
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs. 

• The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 
• The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as 

calculated annually based on age and account balances. 
 
The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be 
received by the account owner).  

 

 
Parish Statistics 

 

Baptisms 
 

Jaxon Asa Gerken 
9/22/20 

 

 

Weekly “In-Person” 
Attendance Report 

 
8/30 - 280 9/13 - 270 
9/6 - 255 9/20 - 286 

 
We are also very thankful for our 

many digital worshipers! 
 

Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran Income Statement  
Compared to Budget for the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2020 

 
Current Month  

Actual 
Year to Date 

 Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget Variance 

Church:     

Income 90,706.37    1,177,700.95 1,090,620.00        87,080.95  

Expenses           79,270.50       1,018,523.65  1,090,289.00   (71,765.35) 

Net            11,435.87     159,177.30 331.00      158,846.30 

     

School:     

Income 37,217.99  1,816,395.97  1,928,766.00   (112,370.03) 

Expenses         136,311.19       1,864,440.34 1,965,238.00     (100,797.66)  

Net         (99,093.20)          (48,044.37) (36,472.00) (11,572.37) 

     

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:    

Church Endowment Fund 1,258,648.19    

School Endowment Fund 1,380,328.56    

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund 124,566.74    
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SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are 
also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

Soon it will be time for Major League Baseball’s World 
Series. The winning team will be awarded the 
Commissioner’s Trophy – a symbol that it is the best 
team. Awards, certificates, trophies, and ribbons are 
good things. It is good to train hard and play well, but all 
our trophies, awards and  accomplishments will not get 
us to heaven.  
  
We read about a different kind of award in Philippians 
3:14 “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.” Paul tells us that faith in Jesus Christ will get us to 
heaven. This is the greatest prize ever, better than any 
award or ribbon you or I will ever receive. It was won as 
Christ died on the cross and rose from the dead. We did 
nothing to earn this, but it is a gift from God. What a 
great message to know and share with others. Please do 
so today and always. 

  
Back to school! Although this year is not like any other, 
what a great beginning of the year it has been. Despite 
the new protocols and ways of doing things due to 
COVID, having the students back and teachers teaching 
in the building is a great feeling. Many new staff and 
students have started with us for the first time as well. 
Even though there has been much change, we still have 
the same Lord and Savior who leads and directs us. We 
look forward to a great year knowing that though it is 
different we have a God who never changes leading us 
along the way. 

We celebrated  International Dot Day. Mrs. Richardson 
our Art teacher read to students during Art class and also 
went and read to preschool and 8th grade the book 
called The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds. Every student and 
school faculty member at Grace Lutheran School painted 
their own dot and Mrs. Richardson turned all the dots 
into an awesome mural displayed in the balcony of the 
gym.  

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
October…. 
9: End of 1st Quarter 
12: Beginning of 2nd Quarter 
14: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM 
       Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
15: Early Release Day 
       Parent/Teacher Conferences 
16: No School—Parent/Teacher Conferences 
28: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 4:00PM 
       Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
 
November…. 
4: Early Release Day 
11: Midterm of 2nd Quarter 
      Youth Group 6:00 - 8:00PM 
23 - 27: No School—Thanksgiving Break 
            Lion’s Den Open Nov. 23 - 24 
            Lion’s Den Closed Nov. 25 - 27 
30: School Resumes  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                   1 
 
9:00 AM LWR Quilters 
 
 
 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

                2 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Rev. Meyer - MM 

                3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

           4   
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
 

   5 
 

7:30 AM Staff Devos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Elder Zoom 
Meeting 

6 
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
5:30 PM Small Group 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6:15 PM Praise Band 

      7 
 
 
11 AM Small Groups 
 
1 PM WM Board Mtg. 
 
 
6 PM Discover Grace 
6 PM Confirmation 
 

8 
 
9:00 AM LWR Quilters 
 
1 PM Martha Circle 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

   9 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Rev. Meyer - MM 
 
2:30 PM School Fall 

Carnival 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 

11 
 
8:30 AM  Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship     
Worship with Holy 
Communion 
12 PM Families in the 
Park 

12 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devotions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     13 
 
10 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
5:30 PM Small Group 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6:15 PM Praise Band 
6:30 PM Going Team 

                    14 
 
9:30 AM Naomi Circle 
11 AM Small Groups 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Discover Grace 
6 PM Youth Night 
 

                15 
 
9:00 AM LWR Quilters 
 
12 PM Early Release 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
 

         16 
NO SCHOOL 

PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Rev. Meyer - MM 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
9 AM American 
Heritage Girls Clean 
Up Grace Day 
 
 
4-6 PM Tailgate/Trivia 
Party 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 
 

 

      18 
 
8:30 AM  Worship  
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship 
New Members 
Received @ 10:45 
  

 19 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devotions 
10 AM Small Group 

 
 
 
6 PM School Board Mtg 
 
 

20 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
5:30 PM Small Group 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6:15 PM Praise Band 

21 
 
 
11 AM Small Groups 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 
6 PM Confirmation 

22 
 
9:00 AM LWR Quilters 
 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

    23 
 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Rev. Meyer - MM 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 

25 
REFORMATION 
SUNDAY 
 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Bible Study & 

Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
Worship with Holy 
Communion 

26 
 
 
7:30 AM Staff Devotions 
10 AM Small Group 
 
 
5:30 PM Bus. Mgt. 
6:30 PM BOD Meeting 

27 
 
10 AM Bible Study     
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
5:30 PM Small Group 
6 PM Exec. Elders 
6 PM AHG 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6:15 PM Praise Band 

28 
 
 
11 AM Small Groups 
 
 
 
 
 
6 PM Youth Night 

29 
 

9:00 AM LWR Quilters 
 
 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
 
 
6 PM Jobs for Life 
6 PM Trinity Bells 

30 
 

 
10 AM Bible Study w/

Rev. Meyer - MM 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
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