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When it comes to relationships, which would your friend desire to receive from you - a right answer or a right
heart? Quick and correct information or continuing to walk beside them even when you don’t know what to
say?
PRAY that you and all
participants grow in your
relationship skills. Pray especially
that actual relationships are
deepened both with God and
rela-tives through our practice of
the Lord’s teachings.

Of course, many friends would say they desire both – and that’s often
unrealistic. (See RPOJ day 39 “Forget the ideal, go for the real.”) We never
want to give wrong information to any of our friends, but neither do we
want to quip answers when our companions really desire our heart. (See
Relationship Principle of Jesus #3, “Communicate from the Heart.” Even
more so, our Heavenly Father desires right hearts over right
answers. Having both is even better. Consider this account from story-teller Philip Gully.

I was singing in an Easter choir once, and a man asked me why the song said Jesus died on a tree. I was so
eager to impress, I gave him a long seminary-type answer about crucifixion methods in first-century
Palestine. He listened to me go on, then said, “Oh, I just thought maybe they used the word ‘tree’
because it rhymed.”
Gulley goes on to write: A lot of folks think closeness to God means knowing all the right answers. But I
don’t agree. I think closeness to God begins the night we toss and turn in bed, realizing we don’t know it
all. Look at the Bible. Some of its finest saints were long on questions: Job on his ash heap, the disciples
asking Jesus to teach them to pray, Nicodemus grilling Jesus late into the night, even Jesus on the cross.
Having spent much of my life showing off my smarts, I nearly choke on the words, “I don’t know.” Still, I
suspect those words might be the kingdom keys. What it boils down to is that God doesn’t care whether
or not we have right answers. Just right hearts. (Front Porch Tales by Philip Gulley, p. 81)

The One who makes our hearts right is ready for you to come to Him again today. Yes, Jesus, take hold of my
heart and keep it right with you, especially when I don’t know how to answer.

In His Service, Pastor Charles Reich
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Principle 1 - Place the Highest Value on Relationships
Sept. 26: Principle 2 - Love as Jesus Loves You
Oct. 3: Principle 3 - Communicate from the Heart
Oct. 10: Principle 4 - As You Judge, You Will Be Judged
Oct. 17: Principle 5 - The Greatest Are the Servants
Oct. 24: Principle 6 - Treat Others as You Want Them to Treat You
Sept. 19:

Reformation Rememberings
Martin Luther on Relationships
A Christian does not live for himself but in Christ and his neighbor. In Christ he lives
through faith, in his neighbor through love. By faith he rises above himself into God;
thence he again descends beneath himself by love into his neighbor. Yet he constantly
abides in God and in divine love. (Martin Luther, Treatise on Christian Liberty, 1520)

Do you ever feel like giving up on relationships?
A Christian should not go backward and withdraw his hand but continue loving so that his
love may be a divine, free, constant love, aye, even a love wasted on people and therefore
a benefaction thrown away. A Christian should not speak as the world does: I have given
and done you so much good, and you repay me as a knave and scoundrel. Therefore, I do
not intend to give you a single penny in the future, nor would I help you if I could save you
from death by stirring a finger. Rather a Christian must turn the leaf and say: I have served
you and have done good to you according to my ability, and you repay me badly so that I
gain nothing but ingratitude by my friendly heart and benefaction. Well, this shall not stop
me; your wickedness and ingratitude shall not be so bad that my love cannot rise above
them, though one should, at the same time rebuke what is to be rebuked…. However, this
finds no response in man’s heart. For love such as this is not natural attainment: it is not a
plant that grows in our gardens. On the contrary, that man is able to give affection for
affliction and continue to do nothing but good in return for nothing but knavery and
wickedness is a gift of the Holy Spirit. (Martin Luther in a sermon on 1 John 4:16-21, 1532)
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CELEBRATING CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH
Thanks be God for His boundless blessings in sending us devoted, Christ-centered clergymenpastors who are led by God’s Holy Spirit to live and work among us as together
we strive to connect people to Jesus.
Warmest thanks to Pastor Reich and Pastor Moore for preaching, teaching, caring, supporting,
praying, and counseling the family of Grace. We appreciate your time, your energy, your faith
and enthusiasm in sharing the Gospel of our Lord.

So, in October, to all pastors who proclaim the true Word of God, we publicly convey what is
in our hearts all year long. THANK YOU!
To God be the Glory!

October 7 - Pastor Appreciation Month and Pastor Charles’s birthday
recognition. We are so blessed to have wonderful, servant leader pastors, and
this is an opportunity to show our thanks. Lunch will be provided. Menu—pasta
and meatballs, salad, garlic bread, and dessert. A thank offering will be
collected to cover the costs of our meal.
Cards and special notes for the pastors are welcome and will be presented to
them.
Arrival 11:00 - 11:30 AM. Announcements/devotions 11:30 - Noon; lunch at
noon.
Sunshine Club Board - Please plan to meet following our October 7
gathering. Tammi Straughn, SSC coordinator, 863-660-2617.
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine Club focuses on individuals and
couples, providing social interaction, support, and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the
month for food and fellowship.

Help Us Help You!
Has your email address changed? Have you moved recently? New cell phone
number? Is your son or daughter away at school? Have any of your children
moved from your address to their own? Any new additions to your family?
Please share any new information with the Membership Secretary in the
church office, 863-293-8447, or email laceto@glwh.org, so our records can be
up to date, and we don’t miss you when sending out new information. We
want everyone to “be in the know”! Thank you.

The Legacy of John Ylvisaker by Nick Klemetson
One of the great joys of my life was getting to know John Ylvisaker, a lifelong church and folk musician.
Before he passed away in 2017, he was one of the most prolific songwriters in church music today,
composing hundreds of texts, tunes, and arrangements. He is perhaps best known for his hymn which traces
a life from baptism to death, “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry.”
John spent his entire life sharing his music with countless people all over the world and has enriched millions
of lives through God’s amazing grace, and that’s good news that needs to be shared and remembered. To
show the true impact that John’s music has had on our society, we need to look at the context for its
importance.
For as long as both church and society have existed, there have been disputes between members of those
churches and those societies. As can often happen during times of societal turmoil, cultural unrest can give
way to positive changes in our society. Think of the advancements that have been born from times of stress
in our culture. In the church, 500 years ago, Martin Luther made some shocking and eventually, revolutionary
statements which led to the Protestant Reformation. It created a great deal of unrest in the church, but to
Luther and his supporters, it certainly wasn’t wrong; the outcome was to create an active role for the
congregation. They sang together. Martin Luther would frequently take tunes he heard in the pub and set
them to sacred texts because people were familiar with these tunes and were able to sing them immediately,
in their own language. This created a more worshipful experience with active worship and active worshipers
who grew closer to God and each other.
Inspired by folk singer, Pete Seeger’s ability to connect with audiences in such a way that the entire audience
would rise up and sing together, John would ask himself the question, “Why couldn’t worship be like this?”
John made it his vocation in life to bring the accessible folk style that was so conducive to community song
and fuse it with the words and stories of God’s church. This is what I strive to do with every song I pick and
every way I play it, and it’s what John worked to do for his entire career and what his music will continue to
do for as long as we worship together.

John Ylvisaker’s music keeps us focused on this goal of God-centered worship. His biblically oriented songs
illuminate the Gospel. Worship is many things to many people but it must center on God, glorify Christ,
involve the people of the church, communicate the truth of the Bible, encourage faith and promise
redemption. John Ylvisaker’s music enables us to do that, and that is very good news.
Soli Deo Gloria!

ALTAR FLOWERS
Placing flowers on the altar is a beautiful way to
thank God for the special blessings of birthdays,
anniversaries, and personal remembrances. If
you would like to grace our sanctuary in this
manner, please look for the flower chart near
the entrance to the chapel and sign up for the
Sunday nearest your special date.
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Youth and Family Life Ministry
Youth Ministry

Youth Group: Youth Group continues to meet in the Youth Room from 6-8:00 PM on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of every month. Youth in 6th-12th grade are welcome to join us for community builders, Bible
Study, large group games, and food!
October 13: Moses: God’s calling.
October 27: Our Moses lesson will be hands on as we learn about the plagues! (Want to eat a locust? Or
watch your friends eat a locust?)
November 10: Moses: Into the wilderness
November 24: Youth group will end at 7:00 PM. (Youth are welcome to attend Thanksgiving worship together
at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary!)
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Youth Gathering
Date: July 8-13, 2022
Location: Houston, TX
Who may attend: Youth currently in 8th-12th grade
Cost: Estimated $600 out of pocket (Grace gifts $400 to each member and youth will have the
opportunity to raise up to $600)
Registration and deposit due: Sunday, October 10, 2021
Sunday, October 10 @ noon: NYG huddle up for youth and adult leaders.
th

Sunday School

Children 3 years-5 grade, please join us in the Youth Room for Sunday School every Sunday! (9:45-10:30
AM) In October we will be learning that “God is good no matter what!” as we study the story of Joseph with
music, crafts, interactive Bible stories, and games. We now have preschool and elementary activity options to
help our 3 and 4 year old friends interact with the Joseph story!

Meet at the covered
pavilion by the
playgrounds. Contact
Liana Cobia,
lcobia15@gmail.com,
for more information.

The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 293-8447
or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!
YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, October 19, at 6:30 PM in the Mary-Martha Room. Join us as
we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and
international missions. For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation at 863-2938447, or email jwittcop@glwh.org.

LIFE LINE SCREENING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 @ GRACE
Life Line Screening is
coming to Grace Lutheran
Church and the Winter
Haven Community on
Monday, October 25, from
8:00 AM till 4:30 PM.
Individual can be screened
for the following:

Carotid Artery/Plaque
Ultrasound scan of the carotid
arteries that screens for plaque
buildup.

Heart Rhythm
(Atrial Fibrillation)
Scans for irregular heart beat

Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm
Screening for an aneurysm in
the abdominal aorta

Discover Grace Class
Our New Member Class begins
Wednesday, October 6, at 6:00 8:00 PM in the Mary-Martha
Room. Pastor Reich and Pastor
Moore will be serving as
instructors for the classes.
Whether you are a visitor, a
transferring member from
another Lutheran Church, or
already a Member of Grace, you
are invited to gather with us as
we study the Six Chief Parts of
the Lutheran Church and what
the Bible has to say to us about
these chief teachings.
Come and enjoy the discussions
and fellowship with us on the
four Wednesdays in October.

Peripheral Arterial
Disease
Screens for peripheral arterial
disease in the lower extremities

Osteoporosis Risk
Assessment

To register
Call 1-866-229-0469
Online:

Grace members are
mindful of
B.L.E.S.S. and
equipped and
encouraged to put
it into practice as
they are “Going”
to the neighbor.

Mission
Partners

Ultrasound screen of the heel
bone to determine abnormal
bone mass density

All 5 screenings for $139

B OND
L EARN
E NGAGE
S ERVE
S HARE

October 17
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM

for

October
The Mission

www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle

Be sure to eat a good meal
and drink plenty of water
before giving blood.

Lutheran Hour
Ministries

All tests are for screening purposes
only. You should consult with your
personal physician regarding your
screening results.

Make a Difference:
HELP SAVE A LIFE!

Heart 4 Winter
Haven

7 - October 2021

All women of Grace are invited to join in on Monday evenings at 5:30 for a time of studying God’s word using the latest
Bible study “Be Still and Know” written by Deb Burma who led our Ladies’ May retreat, as some of you may recall. This
study is being paired with Wholy Fit, led by Leah Welter. Wholy Fit is a Christian alternative to yoga. During our 45
minutes together, we will do gentle movements to help increase strength, flexibility, and balance. Each Wholy Fit
session ends with 7-10 minutes of guided relaxation. Leah will use a verse of Scripture to help participants spend some
time being still.
Wear comfortable clothing that you can easily move in, and bring water and a yoga mat, if you have one. (Leah will
have several extra mats and mat disinfectant wipes available.) Participants typically take their shoes off for Whole Fit,
but you may keep them on if you like.
From 6:15 - 7:30 PM, we will go through Deb’s book together, led by Krista Bernthal. Even though this session began
September 13, it runs for 9 weeks; so, there is still time to join in this exciting event. Child care will be provided.
Remember, our Fall Craft Sale is planned for the weekend of November 6. This is a fundraiser to enable us to continue
supporting our various mission projects. Please note we have extended this to also include not only “gently used
Christmas items,” but also items for any holiday (e.g. Easter, Thanksgiving, Valentine). This gives you even more
opportunity of finding a treasure you did not even know you needed while also supporting worthy mission
causes. More details will follow in upcoming “Blue Pages”.
We continue to encourage all women of Grace to become involved in our Women’s Ministry. One excellent way is to
consider being a part of our Martha Circle which meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in the MaryMartha Room. This is a time of Bible study, fellowship, and light refreshments. Get to know even more women of Grace
Lutheran and be active in our mission projects as we strive to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.
Another great opportunity to serve within our Women’s Ministry is the quilting group that meets on Thursdays at 9:00
AM in the Women’s Center on Bates Ave. If you are not a quilter per se, there are still things which need to be done
within that group that anyone can do and which would be most helpful. Please consider joining the quilters Thursday
mornings.

American Heritage Girls
American Heritage Girls just had their kick off first meeting on September
7. God has blessed the troop with 12 girls so far and more families are still
considering joining.
We had a great time getting to know each other and learning about how
to be an American Heritage Girl. Our evening ended with a favorite activity
- “Fishing for Friends.”
For American Heritage Girls’ National Day of Service, the girls helped
Grace’s Women’s Ministry create crafts for their upcoming sale. It was
wonderful to get to connect these generations.
Still prayerfully considering AHG? We would love for you to check us out
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 PM.
Only have boys in your family? Contact Jaime (863) 224-7618 regarding
Trail Life.
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Treasurer’s Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement
Compared to Budget for the One Month Ending July 31, 2021
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

73,829.86
99,889.05
(26,059.19)

73,829.86
99,889.05
(26,059.19)

86,480.20
108,948.38
(22,468.18)

(12,650.34)
(9,059.33)
(3,591.01)

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

171,402.67
235,066.20
(63,663.53)

171,402.67
235,066.20
(63,663.53)

150,757.50
247,900.39
(97,142.89)

20,645.17
(12,834.19)
33,479.36

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
Church Investments - Restricted
Church Endowment Fund
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund

1,519,913.35
1,471,437.37
1,695,008.99
163,083.06

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a charitable
organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. Therefore, making
a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold by
reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and married
($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as calculated
annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be received by the
account owner).

Weekly “In-Person”
Attendance Report
8/29 - 266
9/05 - 255

9/12 - 301

We are also very thankful for our
many digital worshipers!

Parish Statistics
Deaths
Al Strasburg - 8/2/21

Phone: 863-293-9744

SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

Grace Choristers (formerly Kidz Choir) has just begun
rehearsals for the fall and are scheduled to sing at 10:45
AM worship September 19. Grace Choristers membership
is open to church members as well as school students in

Grace Lutheran School has participated in a national
program for assistance for private schools in addressing
school preparedness for dealing with the effects of
COVID. The EANS grant provides the school money to
help in two areas: to purchase cleaning, sanitizing, and
other items for preventing the spread of COVID, and to
provide technology for use in the school to help bridge
learning gaps caused by COVID outbreaks, as well as to
assist in distance learning when quarantining is
necessary.
Grace has been using these funds to help offset the
costs of cleaning and sanitizing equipment, but it has
also been using a substantial portion of the funds on
technology. Teacher laptops have been purchased, in
addition to the docking stations which allow the laptops
to communicate to projectors and interactive
whiteboards. The elementary grades have each been
equipped with an iPad cart for use in the
classroom. Additional iPad carts are in the process of
being ordered so that each class has access to a cart as
needed. The Middle school students have all received
the newer model of the laptops that they are
using. Various equipment has been purchased to ensure
that each of the classrooms has the up-to-date versions
of the media projectors, sound system, document
cameras (in the lower grades), and interactive
whiteboard equipment. The grant has truly been a
blessing, especially in helping to meet the needs of the
school in terms of technology!
Music
Mrs. K and the students at Grace have spent the first
month of school getting to know each other through
name games and other music activities that incorporate
singing, movement, and instruments. The youngest
grade levels are focusing on developing their singing
voices, while the upper elementary focus on rhythm
and listening skills. In middle school, students are
applying skills and knowledge they learned in
elementary school to listen to and analyze music, as
well as creating their own compositions in cooperative
groups.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
October….
8: End of 1st Quarter
11: Beginning of 2nd Quarter
13: Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
14: Early Release
N.U.T. Day
15: No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences
21: $2 N.U.T. Day
27: Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
29: N.U.T. Day

November….
9: $2 N.U.T. Day
10: Midterm of 2nd Quarter
Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
17: Early Release Day
19: N.U.T. Day
22-26: No School—Thanksgiving Break
29: Classes Resume

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families
with a strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

2
LWML Weekend
5 PM Worship Svc

3
LWML Weekend
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
9:45 AM Small Group
Bible Study - MM
10:45 AM Worship

10

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
9:45 AM Small Group
Bible Study - MM
10:45 AM Worship
Holy Communion
12 PM Families in the
Park

4

5

10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Wholy Fit - Gym
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - TH
7 PM Elder’s Meeting

8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Small Group
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM AHG /Trail Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

11

12

7:30 AM Staff Devos

7:30 AM Staff Devos
10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Wholy Fit - Gym
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - TH

Blood Mobile 17

18

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
9:45 AM Small Group
Bible Study - MM
10:45 AM Worship

7:30 AM Staff Devos
10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study

24
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
9:45 AM Small Group
Bible Study - MM
10:45 AM Worship
Holy Communion

Reformation 31
Day
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
9:45 AM Small Group
Bible Study - MM
10:45 AM Worship

5:30 PM Wholy Fit - Gym
6 PM School Board
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - TH

25
7:30 AM Staff Devos
8 AM Life Line
Screening - TH
10 AM Small Group - LR
10:30 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Wholy Fit - Gym
5:30 PM Business Mgt.
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - TH
6:30 PM Board of Dir.

6
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

1 PM WM Board Mtg.

8

13

19

20

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
3:30 PM Faculty Mtg.
5:30 PM Small Group
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Discover Grace
6 PM AHG/Trail Life
6 PM Ongoing SM Trng.
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Stephen Ministry
6:15 PM Praise Band
6 PM Confirmation - YR

26

27

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

6 PM - Discover Grace
6 PM Stephen Ministry
6 PM Youth Group - YR

5 PM Worship Svc
Holy Communion

14
9:00 AM LWR Quilters
12 PM Early Release
1 PM Martha Circle - MM
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

21
9:00 AM LWR Quilters

9

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

11 AM Sunshine Club
3:15 PM Grace Choristers
6 PM Discover Grace
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Stephen Ministry 6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Confirmation - YR 7:15 PM Grace Chorale

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff 12 PM WH Pastor’s
Luncheon - TH
5:30 PM Small Group
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM - Discover Grace
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Stephen Ministry
6:15 PM Praise Band
6 PM Youth Group - YR

5:30 PM Small Group
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Exec. Elders
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

7

15

16

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

10 AM Family Bible
Make Up Day - TH

6 PM TLC Training

5 PM Worship Svc

22

23

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM

3:15 PM Grace Choristers
5 PM Worship Svc
Holy Communion

6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

28
9:00 AM LWR Quilters
3:15 PM Grace Choristers
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

29

30

10 AM Bible Study w/
Pastor Meyer - MM
5 PM Worship Svc
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