
Chapter 6:  Process & Chapter 7:  Lost



Chapter 6:  Process

• Chapter 6:  Inability Principle:  You must be committed as a parent to 
long-view parenting because change is a process and not an event.



What God has called parents to do:

• Because of Jesus, we are welcomed into God’s family

• Through Christ we are fully justified, completely accepted

• “The power of sin has been broken but the presence of sin still 
remains.”  (Tripp, 87)

• “the presence of sin still remains and will be progressively eradicated”  
(Tripp, 87)  



Justification/Sanctification in Parenting:

“Here’s what is important to understand:  the Father’s work of 
justification is an event, but his work of transformation is literally a 
life-long process.  When justifying you, God is fully aware that he is 
committing himself Himself to a day by day process of illumining, 
confronting, convicting, forgiving, transforming, and delivering grace.”  
(Tripp, 87)

• What overnight change were the parents of our four-year old and 
teenager expecting?  

• Considering the quote above what change are these parents most 
likely to see?  How could this change the way you parent?



The Blind Leading the Blind:

“Parenting would be easier if all you were dealing with was wrong 
behavior.  But what you’re dealing with is something deeper and more 
deadly.  The Bible states very clearly that one of the most dangerous 
aspects of sin, which all parents deal with personally and which all 
parents deal with in their children, is the fact that sin blinds.”  (Tripp, 
88) 



The Blind Leading the Blind:

“But as you’re dealing with these things, you’re also parenting a little 
person who does not see his sin or himself accurately.  What is wrong 
doesn’t look so wrong to them, and who they are isn’t apparent to 
them.  Your children re not just selfish and rebellious; they are blind.”  
(Tripp, 88)

• Look beyond the four-year-old’s behavior of hitting his sister.  What 
is he blind to that could be causing the symptom of hitting?

• Look beyond the teenager’s behavior of getting home late.  What is 
she blind to that could be causing the symptom of not making 
curfew?



The Blind Leading the Blind:

“But something else needs to be factored into this discussion.  When it 
comes to spiritual blindness, you and I are more like our children than 
unlike them.”  (Tripp, 90)

Symptoms:

• See ourselves as ok when not

• Resist correction

• Be offended and defensive when confronted

• Defensive when we should listen, consider, confess



Parenting, the Never Ending Conversation

1.  You need to parent with process mentality

“Since change is most often a process and seldom an event, you have to remember 
that you can’t look for a dramatic transformational conclusion to your encounters 
with children.”  (Tripp, 91)

• Partial conversations and unfinished moments of:
• Imparting wisdom

• Building self awareness

• Building God-awareness

• Constructing Biblical world view

• Giving the spirit of God the opportunity to do what you cannot



Parenting, the Never Ending Conversation

2. You need to See Parenting as One Unending Conversation

3. You Need to Parent with a Project Mentality

• Take a look at the list of parenting as a process.  What are three practical 
things you could do this week to create these moments or conversations 
with your children?



Following the Father:

Gospel:  “But the good news is that the message 
of the Bible isn’t that God puts an undoable 
standard before us and then sits by and judges 
us for our failures.  No, the message is that God 
puts an uncompromising standard before us, 
then sends his Son to perfectly meet that 
standard on our behalf, so that we can be free to 
admit our failures and go to God for help.”  
(Tripp, 95)



Chapter 7:  Lost

Principle:  As a parent you’re not dealing just with ad behavior, but a condition that 
causes bad behavior.

• “Here’s the thought that is vital to consider:  in parenting you’re not just dealing 
with your child’s wrong behaviors but his condition.”  (Tripp, 97)



Three Days of Good Behavior

“If you were suffering from stomach cancer, you would be focused on the condition 
that you were dealing with, not just the symptoms of that condition.  For example, 
you would celebrate three days free of intense abdominal pain and vomiting, but you 
wouldn’t think that because you were blessed with three days of freedom from 
suffering that you were well.”  (Tripp, 99)



Learn from the Parables

“Each of these parables highlights an aspect of what it means to be lost and helps you 
to understand your experience with your children and your job description as their 
parent.”  (Tripp, 102)



Parable of the Lost Sheep

• Sheep need a shepherd
• Sheep are prone to wander
• Once a sheep has wandered, he is incapable of rescuing himself.



Parable of the Lost Coin

“These three verses portray with power the compassion, the 
patience, and the grace that we are called to represent as God’s 
ambassadors in the lives of our children.”  (Tripp. 104)



Parable of the Lost Son

“Let’s consider the ways this parable pictures what lost means and 
how it helps us to understand our job description as parents.”  (Tripp, 
104)
• Temptation of independence
• Temptation of self-deception
• Lost people are a danger to themselves
• We need rescue from ourselves:



Two Lies Your Children Believe:

• “The first lie is the lie of autonomy.  What this lie says is that I am a 
completely independent human being, and because I am, I have the 
right to live my life any way I choose to live it.”  (Tripp, 106)

• “The second lie is equally dangerous.  It is the lie of self-sufficiency.  
This lie tells your child that he has everything that he needs inside 
himself to be what he needs to be and do what he needs to do.”  
(Tripp, 107)



What do your children need?

Insight:  “We need to look for ways to help them to understand the 
condition of danger that causes their behavior to be disruptive.”  (Tripp, 
108)
• Compassion
• Hope
• Rescue
• Wisdom



Following the Father:

• Take one more look at your teenager and our four-year old.  How was 
their belief if the two lies impacting their behavior?

• Compassion, hope, rescue and wisdom:  Which do you use the most in 
your parenting?  Which would you like to use more?


