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Oh Come, Let Us Worship! 
 
In our Bibles, it’s Psalm 95. In the Latin 
Church, it’s the Venite. In The Lutheran 
Hymnal (1941), it is page 42, Matins. For 
centuries, it has served as a wonderful Call to 
Worship for the Christian Church. Even long 
before the coming of Christ, the Hebrew 
people used Psalm 95 to gather God’s people, 
calling out to each other, “Let’s come and 
worship!” 
  
Indeed, the inspired words of Psalm 95 still 
call out to each of us today, “Oh, come, let us 
worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the Lord our Maker. For He is our God…” 
Gathering with fellow brothers and sisters in 
the faith before our God in worship is always 
good for us, and it is what we should 
continue to do on a regular basis while we 
are upon this earth. Besides, we want to get 
really good at practicing this now, since it’s 
something we’ll be doing in glorious ways for 
all eternity. 
   
In our congregation’s vision document, 
“Grace for All Generations,” under the 
heading of Gathering, we make the 
statement, “A single flame left to itself may 
flicker and be extinguished, but when it is 
gathered with other flames, the flame burns 
more fervently and enduringly.” Indeed, 
gathering together is vitally important.   
  
During the month of September and into the 
first week of October, our weekend 
services will focus on “Worshipping the Real 
Present God.” Pastor Harris, Vicar Bohlmann, 
and I are excited about this preaching series – 
but more than that – we are excited to be 

gathering with you in the worship of our 
great God! 
Psalm 95:1-7a ESV 
 
1Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  
let us make a joyful noise to gthe rock of our 
salvation!  
2Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving;  
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs 
of praise!  
3For the LORD is a great God,  
and a great King above all gods.  
4In his hand are the depths of the earth;  
the heights of the mountains are his also.  
5The sea is his, for he made it,  
and his hands formed the dry land.  
6Oh come, let us worship and bow down;  
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  
7For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand.  

 
In His Service, 

 

 

New things are happening in worship,  
as well as ancient things too!  

– that’s Grace for all Generations! 

https://www.esv.org/Ps89.26%3BPs94.22


2 - September 2018 

Voice of Grace is 
published monthly by 

Grace Lutheran Church 
327 Avenue C SE 

Winter Haven, FL 33880 

www.glwh.org 
 

CHURCH PHONE: 

863-293-8447 
 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Charles Reich 

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
Mark Harris 

 

VICAR 
Matthew Bohlmann 

 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Sharon Wilson 
 

OUTREACH 
Jeff Wittcop 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH 
AND FAMILY LIFE 

MINISTRY 
Leah Welter 

 

DIRECTOR OF 
 WORSHIP ARTS 

Wynn Bonner 
 

ASSISTANT to the 
TREASURER 

Teri Ogle 
 

MEDIA 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Peggy Jo Griffin 
 

CUSTODIAL/
MAINTENANCE 

Alan Baker 
 

MEMBERSHIP/OFFICE 
SUPPORT 
Linda Aceto 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Kathy Schelp 

 

SCHOOL PHONE: 

863-293-9744 
 

PRINCIPAL 
Michael Rottmann 

 

TECHNOLOGY  
Jon Peterson 

 

SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT 
Susie Woods 

 

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE: 

863-299-9186  
 

PRE-SCHOOL  
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT 
Gillian McIntee 

Rowdy Gaines Interview - Sept. 4 - 8PM 
 

Grace Lutheran Church and School Alumnus, and 
Olympic Gold Medalist, Rowdy Gaines is scheduled to 
appear on Spectrum channel 72, Tuesday, September 4, 
at 8 PM. 
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OUTREACH  & GOING TEAM (Mission Council): Meets the 3rd Tuesday each month in the Mary-Martha 
Room at 6:30 PM. Its primary emphasis is reaching out into our community to share Jesus.  As the “Going” part of 
“Grace for all Generations,” we work to be equipped and to equip others to share Jesus with friends, neighbors, and 
family. Our members and our congregation also missions in our community, state, nation, and worldwide. If this is of 
interest to you and sounds like a place to use your gifts and talents, please join us. 

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting on Tuesday, September 18, at 6:30 PM in the Mary Martha Room. 
Join us as we discover ways to reach out into our church community, neighborhoods, and be involved in national and 
international missions.  For more information, contact Jeff Wittcop, Director of Outreach and Assimilation, at 863-293-
8447, or email at jwittcop@glwh.org. 

 

OUTREACH AND ASSIMILATION 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Sept. 13:  Serving Lunch @ The Mission 
Sept. 18:  Going Team/Mission Council 
Sept. 29:  Soup Kitchen @ 1st   

Presbyterian 

 

B.L.E.S.S. CORNER 
  

A middle school teacher from a 
Lutheran school told this story about a 
student in his class. 
 Two times a week, a number of 
students in his class were excused from 
Religion class to attend confirmation 
instruction with the Pastor. One day a 
student came up and asked why her 
classmates were leaving.  The teacher 
kindly explained what was happening. 
The student asked the teacher what the 
requirements were to attend 
confirmation class. The teacher 
explained that she would need to attend 
church regularly, have a love for Jesus, 
and the support of her parents. The 
student was saddened by the last 
requirement. 
 A few weeks later, the student arrived 
early on a day confirmation instruction 
would take place. She told her teacher 
she could meet all the 
requirements. Her teacher knew the 
first two were not the problem, but the 
last one was the challenge. She had 
received the support of her parents. She 
wanted to begin attending the class. She 
told the teacher her Dad wanted to talk 
to her teacher. Dad met with the 
teacher. 
 Weeks went by and the teacher saw 
one or the other of the parents sitting in 
a parking lot drinking coffee and reading 
the newspaper while their daughter 
attended Sunday School and Church.  
As time went on, the parent who drove 
began attending church. By the time 
Confirmation Sunday came, both her 
parents and her sister were attending 
Church. The teacher and student 
continued building the relationship with 
the parents until the day came when 
they, too, were ready to make a 
commitment to Jesus. 
 As the years went by, this family 
was very active in the total life of the 
parish.  
 We thank God for every one of our 
brothers and sisters and how God 
reveals himself in relationships.  

 

ANCHOR HOUSE 
MINISTRY 

 

Anchor House Ministry is located in 
Auburndale and is a home for boys and 
young men. AHM believes that all 
children should be able to live in a 
home-like environment, surrounded by 
people who care about them. The 
ministry provides a safe environment 
which serves as a respite from the 
trauma these boys and young men 
have experienced in their lives. 
  
Anchor House Ministry is always 
looking for volunteers and 
mentors. Contact AHM at 863-665-
1916 for more information. 

 

5 IMMEDIATE AREAS OF NEED 
 
Volunteers are needed in the following 5 areas 
immediately. Maybe one of these is an area 
where  you can help. Contact these individuals at the 
Church office at (863) 293-8447: 
  
1.  Receptions Helpers - Sharon Wilson 
2.  Children Ministries - Kathy Schelp 
3.  Sunshine Club (55+) - Pastor Charles 
4.  Small Group Bible Study Leaders - Pastor Mark and/
or  Leah Welter 
5.  Small Group Participants: Watch for Sign-ups 
  
Please contact the staff members listed for “areas of 
need” 1 - 4  for more information. 

BOND 
LEARN 
ENGAGE 
SERVE 
SHARE 

 

Grace members are 
mindful of B.L.E.S.S. 
and equipped and 
encouraged to put it 
into practice as they 
are “Going” to the 
neighbor. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
Do you have some spare time available 
on Thursday, September 13, to help 
prepare lunch and help serve it at the 
Mission?  We need 10 individuals to 
help with this ministry. We prepare 
the lunch in our kitchen, take it over, 
and serve it at the Mission. Help in 
preparing the meal begins at 10:00 AM 
in our kitchen; set-up and serving 
begins at 11:15 at the Mission. 
  
If you are willing to help, please call 
Jeff Wittcop in the church office at 293
-8447 by Monday, September 10. 
Thank you! 

 

MISSION PARTNERS 
For September 

 

 The Mission 
 Anchor House Ministries 

for Boys - in Auburndale 

mailto:jwittcop@glwh.org
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Why Jesus? • Why the Bible? • Law & Gospel 

Who is God? • Who is Jesus? • Who is the Holy Spirit

Baptism • Communion • Confession & Absolution  

The Church • Worship • Prayer • Christian Life  

Want to connect with our community  
and learn more about what we believe? 

We begin each time together with a homemade dinner!  
Conversational classes take place over four Wednesday  

evenings in the Mary-Martha Room from 5:30 - 7:30 PM. 

Parking lots are located along Bates Ave SE and Ave C SE. 
Follow the signs to the Mary-Martha Room.   

Child care is available! 

July 11-15, 2019 
Minneapolis, MN  

Youth currently in 8th-12th grade may attend. 
 

Adult Leader Meeting:  If you are interested in 
applying to be an adult chaperone for the 
National Youth Gathering, join us on 
Wednesday, September 5 @ 6:00PM for an 
information meeting. 
 

Youth Information Meeting:  Youth and 
parents have two opportunities to learn about 
the National Youth Gathering!  Both meetings 
will be held in the youth room: 
 

Wednesday, September 19: 7:00-8:30PM 
 Information session followed by a Q & A 

session with youth and adults who 
attended the last Gathering! 

 Registration packets will be available at the 
meeting. 

 

Sunday, September 23:  12:00-1:00PM 
 Information session  
 Registration packets will be available at the 

meeting. 

Grace Lutheran Church Children’s Ministry invites you to 50 IN 5.   
· It is time for us to start our last year of 50 in 5.   
· Sunday, September 9.  
· Join us in the Preschool 4’s classroom beside Trinity Hall at 9:30 AM.  
· Open to children from Pre-K through Grade 5. 
 

We will continue our Journey through the Bible with a study of Elisha and Josiah. Come and join us for 
stories, games, science fun, cooking discoveries, crafts and more! Volunteers are always 
needed to help us with our classes. Please come and join in! 
 

Children’s Church -  You are invited to join us on Sunday mornings during worship 
services for the children’s activities during the adult sermon time.  We learn more about 
Jesus through games, craft projects, and learn how to better share our faith in Jesus. 
 

Nursery  -  A nursery is provided for infants through preschool during Sunday morning worship services and 
the Sunday School hour.  Volunteers are being sought to help in this service to our young families.   
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All Youth Kick-Off 
Come kick off another year of youth ministry on Wednesday, August 29! Students in 6th - 12th grade are invited for a 
night of fun get to know you games, a fun devotion, lots of snacks, and a chance to sign up to be in a small group.  Join 
us at our new time! Youth Kick-Off: August 29:  6:00 - 8:00 PM 
 

Youth Group/Youth Small Groups  
This year, youth ministry will be focusing on building strong friendships! All middle school and high school youth are 
invited to join us for our first session of small groups in September and October. Youth group will meet the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of every month. See the youth group schedule below! Registration forms and more details will be mailed 
to each family! Contact Leah Welter with any questions!  
Our first session will meet September 12, 25, October 10, and 24. 
 

5:45-6:30 PM  Dinner (Drop in for some food and fellowship) 
6:30-7:00 PM  Large group games and fun.   
7:00-7:45 PM  Small Groups  (Youth will meet with a small group made up of 4 or 5 friends and an adult leader.) 
7:45-8:30 PM  Open gym/free time in Youth Room. 
 

Leech Lake Servant Event Share Day 
The youth and adults who attended the summer servant event in Leech Lake, MN, will be sharing their experience 
through a video on Sunday, September 2, during the Sunday school hour.  Join us in Trinity Hall at 9:45 AM to hear and 
see the amazing impact this trip had on our lives! 
 

Middle School Gathering 
Youth in 6th through 8th grade: There is a gathering just for you! Save the date for this year’s Middle School 
Gathering: November 2-4. Watch the October newsletter for details! 
 

Wholy Fit 
Wholy Fit is a Christian alternative to yoga and is a great way to de-stress, improve flexibility, coordination, and 
strength! All fitness levels can participate in Wholy Fit! Leah will be leading this great fitness class every Monday night 
from 5:30 - 6:15 PM beginning September 3!   
 Meet in the Youth Room.   
 Wear comfortable clothing that you can move easily in. 
 Bring a yoga mat, if you have one.  (Leah has several extra mats if you do not have your own.) 
 Drop in anytime!   
 Childcare will be provided upon request.  (Email Leah at lwelter@glwh.org if you want the nursery staffed.) 
 

Family Bible Day 
On Saturday, August 11, we had 89 children and adults gather in Trinity Hall for our second annual Family Bible day!  
Second grade students were invited to join us along with a parent or family member and were presented with their 
very own Bible.   

mailto:lwelter@glwh.org
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OPPORTUNITIES TO USE YOUR MUSICAL GIFTS 
 
Grace Chorale and Trinity Bells begin their new Fall season 
Thursday, September 6. Trinity Bells rehearse weekly at 6:00 PM 
in the balcony, and Grace Chorale rehearses weekly at 7:15 PM 
in the Music Room, both under the direction of Mr. Wynn 
Bonner. We welcome additional ringers and singers from high 
school age and up. Grace Chorale has a special need for 
sopranos (especially 1st sopranos). 
 
If you wish to offer your singing assistance for a short period of 
time, we have three opportunities coming up: 
  
1.  Sing in the Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival Choir 

the afternoon of October 28 here at Grace.  
2.  Sing with the Grace Festival Choir for the Christmas Cantata 

on December 1st and 2nd. More info below.  
3.  Sing with Grace Chorale for the beautiful Christmas season – 

especially Christmas Eve.  
 
The Kidz Choir, open to all children grades 1 - 5, sings 
approximately once a month in our Sunday morning worship services. The choir, under the direction of Mr. 
Micah Korb, 293-9744 x285, rehearses each Thursday from 3 – 4 PM in the Music Room. In addition to 
singing, they also participate in several fun activities during the year.   
 
The Fine Arts School of Central Florida, has begun its 12th season of offering private instruction in 
piano and guitar, and other instruments, as instructors are available. New students and adults, both young 
and older, are welcome to enroll. Brochures with registration forms are available in the church and school 
offices, or at the church and school websites (GLWH.org). Contact Wynn Bonner 293-8447 x264 for additional 
information.   
 
The 2018 Christmas Worship Cantata, The Glory of Christmas, will be presented this year on 
Saturday, December 1, and Sunday, December 2. This is a special worship event provided as an outreach 
opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to worship with us and hear about the wonderful news of our 
Savior’s birth. Please mark your calendars now. For those desiring to sing in the Cantata Festival Choir, 
rehearsals will begin Thursday, October 4, at 6:00 PM in the Music Room.  
 
Additional opportunities for serving in the Worship Arts Ministry include:  
1.       Sound techs are needed for the 8:30 and 10:45 Sunday morning services.  
2.       Computer projectionists are needed for the 8:30 Sunday morning service.  
3.       Video techs for operating the new live streaming equipment.   
4.       The praise band is in need of additional guitarists.   
 
Anyone high school age and up with good listening skills and attention to detail qualifies for training on items 
1 - 3. These are great opportunities to serve “behind the scenes.”  
 
For any of the opportunities listed above, please contact Wynn Bonner, Director of Worship Arts, at the 
church: 293-8447 x264, or email wbonner@glwh.org. 
Serving the Lord along with you,  Wynn Bonner, Director of Worship Arts 

mailto:wbonner@glwh.org
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The Executive Board of Women’s Ministry welcomes all women of every generation to a new year of service 
to the Lord and Grace Lutheran congregation. If you are new to Grace, we encourage you to join one of our 
Circles and/or to share with us innovative ideas for fund raisers, service projects, or Bible studies that you 
found particularly rewarding in your previous church. We welcome all questions and suggestions; please call 
the church office and ask to speak with a Board member. 
 

Our first Board meeting is on September 5. We have a rough draft of the upcoming year’s activities on 
hand. Our Circle Bible studies are already scheduled, but we still need to plan specific service projects 
and events to benefit worthy causes and further Christian fellowship. As in the past, our main service events 
are dedicated to supporting Lutheran World Relief and two seminarians.   
 

To start off the year, our first service project is scheduled for September 15-16. We are having a Raising the 
Bar bake sale and large-size-bar soap collection. We need cookie bakers, buyers, and help with our 
soap collection for LWR and the Baby Care Kits. We already have had many donations of gently used items, 
but we also need items that are specified for the kits. Items needed for the Baby Care Kits include: hooded 
baby jackets, hooded baby sweaters, sleepers, pajamas (without feet), socks, receiving blankets, and bath-
size bars of soap. All clothing should be 12-24 mos. Size. 
 

We would like to remind all of you Thrivent members that we very much welcome and appreciate your help 
with Action Team events. 
 

Don’t forget to save your coins for our mite collection. Our large MITE box is always out to receive your 
offerings.                      
                        

Calendar of Events for September 
 

6,13,20,27        LWR Quilters  - Women’s Center                     9:30 AM ‘til noon 
5                      Board Meeting - Mary-Martha Room               1:00 PM 
11                    Ruth - Rachel Circle - Mary-Martha Room      7:00 PM 
12                    Naomi Circle - Mary-Martha Room                 9:30 AM 
13                    Martha Circle - Women’s Center                     1:00 PM 
28-29               Florida-Georgia Biennial Convention 

 

Capital Campaign Update 
  
Thanks to YOU and your generous support, school facility improvement projects are being completed 
including a great new shade structure, five classrooms renovated, new flooring in five additional classrooms, 
and a gym-kitchen face-lift.   
  
We are now ready to begin work in the sanctuary where we will paint, refurbish the wood, recover the 
pews, and install new carpet. Lighting and sound updates will include re-lamping the existing chandeliers 
and updating our sound system to “state of the art” status. 
  
In our effort to be more cost effective with needed and extensive electric refurbishments, our initial narthex 
drawings have been redone. Final pricing is underway and the redrawn plans will be submitted to the city 
for preliminary review. After receiving the city’s recommendation, the plans will be updated and submitted 
for approval. 
  
These are exciting times for the Family of Grace as we work toward a more inviting space to worship our 
Lord. So, bear with us through a bit of dust and noise…the completed projects will be worth it! 
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Treasurer's Report  for Grace Lutheran 
Income Statement  

For the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2018 

 

Current Month 
Actual 

Year to Date 
Actual 

Year to Date 
Budget Variance 

Church:     

Income 81,991.60 1,095,658.05 1,124,812.00 (29,153.95) 

Expenses 79,722.13 1,015,959.27 1,108,665.00 (92,705.73) 

Net 2,269.47 79,698.78 16,147.00 63,551.78 

     

School:     

Income 82,494.53 1,176,490.29 1,163,737.38 12,752.91 

Expenses 87,867.41 1,293,233.23 1,286,882.59 6,350.64 

Net (5,372.88) (116,742.94) (123,145.21) 6,402.27 

     

Preschool:     

Income 23,830.47 374,686.57 349,605.92 25,080.65 

Expenses 35,672.56 363,738.47 365,772.14 (2,033.67) 

Net (11,842.09) 10,948.10 (16,166.22) 27,114.32 

     

Capital Campaign:     

Total Pledged 1,337,802.66    

Total Received to Date 1,028,455.40    

     

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:    

School Endowment Fund 820,974.62    

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund 145,987.02    

Charitable IRA Distributions  
 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a 
charitable organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include: 

 
 The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on 

AGI, such as: 
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. 

Therefore, making a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable. 
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 7.5% of AGI in 2018 and 10% of AGI in 2019. 

By lowering this threshold by reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize 
deductions. 

 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and 
married ($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income. 

 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs. 
 The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income. 
 The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as 

calculated annually based on age and account balances. 
 
The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be 
received by the account owner).  
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Weekly Attendance Report 
 

July 
 

July 29 - 414 
   

August 
  

Aug 5 - 401 
Aug 12 - 482  
Aug 19 - 418 

 

Parish Statistics 
 

Deaths 
6/24 - Elizabeth Gries 

6/24 - June Meyer 
8/5 - Bud Smith 

 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you all for the many cards, memorials and prayers. We are truly blessed to have so many wonderful 
people in our lives! God bless you all. 
 

With love,  
Jo Smith & Family 

Our first get-together for the Fall will be on Thursday, September 20, at Olive Garden. We will meet at 11:30 
for fellowship, opportunity to meet new friends, and lunch. This time together will also be used for planning/
discussing upcoming events. Bring your suggestions! For reservation purposes, please call either Vickie Ryan 
863-324-5943 or Linda Davy 863-875-8111 by Wednesday, Sept. 19.  

l to r: Jana Wenzelburger, Michaela Oxar, 
Eve Adams, Dan Chandler, Linda Weeks. 

Grace School Principal,  
Michael Rottmann,  

introduces school faculty & staff. 
The commissioning & 

installation of new teachers. 
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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and 
are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country. 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

Grace Lutheran Welcomes New Staff 
  
Eve Adams - Preschool 3’s 
Hi! My name is Eve Adams, and I am so excited to join the early 
childhood education team at Grace Lutheran. I am thrilled to be 
your child’s teacher, and I am looking forward to a year of 
learning, fun, and adventure! I can’t wait to learn about my 
students, but first let me tell you a little bit about me. I 
graduated from Florida Atlantic University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education. While I was in school, I worked 
part-time at a preschool. Once I graduated, I taught first grade 
for two years and absolutely loved it! I was so grateful to find a 
job right out of college that I was so passionate about! I then 
relocated to Louisiana due to my husband’s job and taught 
kindergarten for one year. It was there that we had our first 
daughter,  Abigail. She is now three years old and is full of 
energy, kind-hearted, and hilarious. I am beyond thrilled that I 
get to have a class filled with three-year-olds!!!! I know that 
each student is special in the way God created them to be. I 
can’t wait to embrace their creativity, fill them with confidence, 
and help them succeed academically. I am truly honored to be 
your child’s teacher this year, and I can’t wait to meet all of 
you. 
  
Linda Weeks - 1st Grade 
My name is Linda Weeks. I am a native Floridian, born in Winter 
Haven, and grew up in Auburndale. I graduated from 
Auburndale Senior High School. I then went to Polk State 
College and graduated with an Associate of Arts Degree. I am a 
graduate of Florida Southern College in Lakeland. I have a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Education. I am married to a 
marvelous Christian man. We have two grown children and four 
grandchildren. I have worked in the Polk County School System 
for 27 years. I retired from Public School to work at Heritage 
Christian Academy in Winter Haven. I am very excited to be a 
part of the Grace Lutheran Family. I look forward to working 
with you this year to give your child a “Wonderful” and 
“Blessed” First Grade Experience. 
  
Jana Wenzelburger - 2nd Grade 
Hello to my new Church and School family! My name is Jana 
Wenzelburger (Miss W), and I am going to be the new 2nd grade 
teacher, who will be working alongside the lovely Julie Sear. I 
am SO excited to be working at Grace and cannot wait for the 
school year to begin. I am 22 years old, and this will be my 
second teaching job, but my first full year teaching position. I 
graduated from Concordia University Wisconsin in December 
2017, with a double major in Special Education and Elementary 
Education, along with a Lutheran teaching certificate. I am 
originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where my mom and dad 
raised my older brother and me.  Although the climate here is 

very different from Wisconsin, I am already loving the weather 
and calling Winter Haven my new home. I am so thankful to 
God for the blessing of being a part of Grace, and I cannot wait 
to meet you all. God’s Peace, Blessings, and Love. 
  
Michaela Oxar - 4th Grade 
Hello!  My name is Michaela Oxar. I was born and raised with 
three siblings in North Miami, Florida. I have recently graduated 
from Florida Gulf Coast University. I enjoy outdoor activities, 
such as camping, canoeing, hiking, and kayaking. Also, I love 
experiencing new adventures, especially with my family and 
friends! I have been blessed that God has given me 
opportunities to work at a variety of places that have 
broadened my experience with children and youth of all ages, 
such as the IMAG History and Science Center, Oasis Youth 
Shelter, Holy Cross Christian Day School, and Fort Bluff Camp. I 
am so excited to begin my new journey at Grace Lutheran, and I 
look forward to see what God has in store!  
 
Dan Chandler - Middle School - 7th Grade Homeroom 
My name is Dan Chandler, and I have 16 years of experience in 
education: two years in K-6 education and 14 years in the 
learning department at State Farm. Within State Farm’s 
learning department, I was responsible for coaching high-
potential leaders, training leaders and employees, and 
developing new technologies and strategies to support learning 
across the enterprise. I have also taught middle school Sunday 
school classes, served as a church youth director, and served as 
an ordained elder for 13 years at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Haines City. I will complete my Master of Arts Degree in 
Theology this December. My wife, Amber, and I have been 
married for 19 years. We have three children: a 12-year-old 
daughter, Morgan; a 10-year-old autistic son, Daniel; and a 3-
year-old son, Jacob. Jacob attends Grace Lutheran preschool.  I 
am excited to be joining the Grace Lutheran Church and School 
family. 
 
Serving Christ, 
Michael Rottmann—Principal 

SCHOOL CALENDAR: 
September…. 
3: Labor Day—No School/No Lion’s Den 
6: N.U.T. Day 
    P.A.C.E. Meeting 8:00 AM 
14:$2 N.U.T.Day 
11: Fall Picture Day 
17-21: MAP Testing 
18:  P.A.C.E. Meeting 8:00 AM  
26-28: FL/GA Educators Conference—No School, Lion’s Den Open                        
October…. 
5: Fall Carnival 3:00-7:00 
12: End of 1st Quarter - Early Release Day 
15: Beginning of 2nd Quarter 
18: $2 N.U.T. Day 
19: No School—Parent/Teacher Conferences 
23: P.A.C.E. Meeting 8:00 AM 
30: N.U.T. Day 



September 2018 - 11 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
           

    
 
 
 
 

 1 
 

 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

    2  
8:30 AM Worship  Svc    
9:30 AM Fellowship & 

Bible Study Hour 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

    Labor Day    3 
No School 

Church Office Closed 
 
 
 
5:45 PM Wholy Fit-YR 

4 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
10 AM Bible Study       
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6:30 PM Gathering Team 
7:15 PM Praise Band 

      5 
8:25 AM Chapel 
 
 
1 PM WM Board - MM 
3 PM Girls Scouts - MM 
6 PM Stephen Ministry 

Orientation 

6 
 
9:30 AM LWR Quilters 
11 AM Sunshine Club - TH 
 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
7:15 PM Grace Chorale 

   7 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/Pastor 

Meyer - MM 

 8 
 

 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

9 
 
8:30 AM Worship  Svc     
9:30 AM Reception-TH 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  
Kidz Choir sings @ 10:45 
12 PM Families in the Park 

- School Gym 

10 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
 
10 AM Bible Study-CL   
 
 
5:45 PM Wholy Fit-YR 
7 PM Elders - MM 

                     11 
 
10 AM Bible Study-MM 
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7 PM Ruth/Rachel - MM 
7:15 PM Praise Band 

                    12 
8:25 AM Chapel 
9:30 AM Naomi Circle 
 
3 PM Girls Scouts - MM 
 
5:45 PM All-Youth Night 

                13 
 
9:30 AM LWR Quilters  
Serving @ The Mission 
1 PM Martha Circle-WC 
3 PM Kidz Choir 
 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
7:15 PM Grace Chorale 

                    14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Retreat 

15 
LWML Bar Bake Sale 
 

 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 

16 
LWML Bar Bake Sale 
8:30 AM Worship  Svc     
9:30 AM Fellowship & 

Bible Study Hour 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

   17 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
 
10 AM Bible Study-CL   
 

 
 
5:45 PM Wholy Fit 
6  PM School Board Mtg. 

 18 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
12 PM God’s Guys 
 
 

5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
6:30 PM Mission/Going 
7:15 PM Praise Band 

 19 
8:25 AM Chapel 
 
 
 
3 PM Girls Scouts - MM 
5:30 PM Discover Grace 
6 PM SM - Training 
6 PM SM - Ongoing 

20 
 
9:30 AM LWR Quilters  
 
1 PM Adult Game Day 
3 PM Kidz Choir  
5:30 PM TLC Training 
6 PM Trinity Bells 
7:15 PM Grace Chorale 

 21 
 
10 AM Bible Study w/Pastor 

Meyer - MM 

 
 
 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Worship Svc 
 

        LWML     23 
District 

Convention 
 

8:30 AM Worship       
9:30 AM Fellowship & 

Bible Study Hour 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship  

24 
7:30 AM Staff Devos 
 
10 AM Bible Study-CL   
 
 
5:30 PM Bus. Mgmt. 
5:45 PM Wholy Fit 
6:30 PM Board of Dir. 

               25 
8:25 AM Chapel 
 
10 AM Bible Study   
10:30 AM Admin Staff 
 
5:30 PM Prayer Svc 
7:15 PM Praise Band 

   No School  26 
Educator’s 
Conference 

 
 

No School  27 
Educator’s 
Conference 

 
9:30 AM LWR Quilters  
10 AM Sunshine Board 
 

    No School  28 
Educator’s 
Conference 

         LWML     
29 

District 
Convention 

 
5 PM Worship Svc 

Weekly Music Schedule 
 

Praise  Tues 7:15 PM 
Kidz Choir  Th 3 PM 
Trinity Bells  Th - 6 PM 
Grace Chorale Th- 7:15 PM 

CL - Church Library 
LR - Luther Room 
MM - Mary-Martha Room 
MR - Music Room 
TH - Trinity Hall 
VR - Volunteer Room 
WC - Women’s Center 
YR - Youth Room 

P S A L M S  O F  O U R  
THERE IS STILL TIME TO JOIN A SMALL GROUP! 

S E P T E M B E R  
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