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RPOJ, that’s what Pastor Moore has termed The Relationship Principles of Jesus.
This fall, Pastor Moore and I are preaching a series of sermons on a topic of the highest value in all of life: Relationships.
Thousands of books and millions of wise sayings have been written about relationships. You’ve read some and said
some. Yet, we still have so much more to learn, and practice, and gain, when it comes to relationships. This is true in our
relationship with God and all of our relationships with one another, especially our relationships with those closest to
us. Our relatives and all we relate with are probably willing to buy a book for us if we tell them we want to improve our
relationship skills!
Who is the real expert when it comes to relationships? The One who said relationships founded on love are what all of
life is really about. (Mk. 12:29-31) Who’s that? Jesus! “The world’s foremost expert on relationships is Jesus
Christ.” (RPOJ p. 15) We are encouraging people to read another good book on relationships AND participate in a small
group to discuss and practice its principles. It’s called The Relationship Principles of Jesus (RPOJ), written by Tom
Holladay, a Baptist-based pastor from Saddleback Church. Dr. Gary Chapman, an authority on family relationships,
writes: “Life’s greatest joys and life’s greatest pains are experienced in relationships. This book can help mitigate the
pain and enhance the joy.”
Having endured the COVID-19 pandemic for a year and half now, many have been isolated and are craving face-to-face
relationships with people. When given the opportunity for in-person meetings, some have “splurged.” For the first time
in my career, I heard complaints that some church committee meetings were too…short. People just wanted to sit
around and talk, and they continued to do so long after meetings were adjourned!
Yes, we are keeping numerous protocols for safety in place as we meet face-to-face during this prolonged pandemic.
Our desire to physically meet together is strong, and we are eager to get down to the nuts and bolts of what our Savior
has to say to us about relationships. See page 2 of this newsletter or our webpage to get involved with a small group.
Even more than reading a book, I am encouraging all of us, myself included, to learn the relationship principles our
Savior teaches us and, most importantly, to put them into practice! That’s our goal for the weeks of September 19 to
October 30. Strive for perfect attendance. You’ve been wanting to do that again anyhow, right? (Don’t forget our
livestream option available online at glwh.org)
3 levels of participation

Level # 1 - Attend Worship Services - September 12 - October 24
Sermon Series on the 6 Relationship Principles of Jesus

Level # 2 – Read the 40 Day Devotional Book – begin September 19 ($13 suggested donation)
We have ordered books and have them available in Trinity Hall

Level # 3 – Participate in a Small Group – September 19 - October 30
Following the Sunday sermon, meet with a group on the day of your choice for 6 weeks of healthy
discussions! See sign-up sheets and make new friends as you practice your relationship principles!
Dr. Kevin Leman states, “The Relationship Principles of Jesus gives the biblical principles and practical tools to transform
our relationships into all that God desires them to be. By pointing us to Jesus, Tom Holladay teaches us how to live the
Christian life as it was really intended. Every follower of Jesus should take this forty-day journey, savoring each insight
and applying it to every relationship they have.”
In His Service,
Pastor Charles Reich
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Worship, Liturgy, and the Four-Fold Pattern
Nick Klemetson
For an individual who regularly attends worship, one would eventually start to notice and identify a certain
flow. On a Saturday night or Sunday morning, you arrive, are greeted by an usher, and take a seat in your
pew. The first thing you’ll hear is music, either an organ prelude or song from the worship team. The pastor
then greets you and shares some announcements and then we, the church body, sing with one voice as we
watch the cross move to its prominent place in the front of the church. The pastor then invokes the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit; we confess our sins and hear the Word of God. We then hear a sermon that reflects on
this Word, after which we confess our faith, share the prayers of the church, and then participate in the
sacrament of Holy Communion. Following our trip to the table, we are given a benediction asking the Lord to
bless and keep us; we sing one more hymn; and we depart in peace.
Sound familiar? If you visit a Christian church around the country, or even internationally, you’ll likely see a
similar structure in that church as well. It is not a coincidence; the pattern of worship is as old as the
worshiping church itself. The ancient church modeled its worship around the acts of Jesus and the apostles;
hence, the Eucharist was the primary reason for gathering in God’s name. Through the Eucharist, the early
church experienced the body and blood of their Savior, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and received
forgiveness and assurance that Christ died for their sins.
There are not really any scriptural examples of what we would describe as a “worship service,” but there are
certainly elements present through the Bible, even in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 6, we see the prophet
have a worshipful experience. Isaiah sees the Lord sitting on a throne surrounded by six-winged seraphim.
The seraphs proclaim to each other, “Holy is the Lord of hosts.” Isaiah confesses his sins, saying he is a man of
unclean lips. One of the seraphs approaches him with a lighted coal. The coal is touched to Isaiah’s tongue,
and the seraph announces that his sin has been atoned for. Isaiah then hears the voice of the Lord, asking,
“Whom shall I send?” Isaiah volunteers himself, “Here am I, send me!” and he is sent out into the world to
proclaim God’s Word.
In Acts 2, we see what could be described as a worship service at Pentecost. All the people gather in one
place (2:1). The spirit of God came down on them with tongues of fire (2:4). People began speaking in other
languages, and the assembly was confused, questioning what was happening (2:12). The apostle Peter then
preached a sermon (2:14-36), and the unbelievers who were gathered questioned him. Peter told them to
simply repent and be baptized (2:38). The newly baptized Christians enjoyed fellowship, Eucharist, and
prayers together (2:42).
Through these two examples, we can see a structure beginning to form. We see a focus on fellowship, the
words of the Prophets, the sacraments, and going forth in God’s name. This manifests today in what we call
the “Four-Fold Pattern” of worship. The four elements, taken from these scriptural examples, are Gathering,
Word, Meal, and Sending.
Gathering
God originally gathered us into His fold at our baptism. The act of weekly worship continues to connect us to
God and to each other as a worshiping community. Remember that where two or three are gathered, God is
also there (Matthew 18:20).
Word
The Word of God forms our daily lives and selves and is with us for eternity (Matthew 24:35). We hear this
Word not only in worship, but also in small group study and individual reflection. While some of us are gifted
with the privilege of sharing and interpreting the Word of God, all of us are ‘hearers’ of the Word and grow
as Christians because of it.
Meal
When Jesus gathered his disciples around the table and instituted that his body and blood were given to
them in the form of bread and wine, that action became an integral, irreplaceable part of our worship. This is
(continued on next page)

the most tangible, intimate part of the worship experience. First we hear the story (Mark 14:22, Matthew
26:26), then we experience the touch of bread and the taste of wine as we hear the words that Jesus shared
with those gathered with him.
Sending
Having been fed with this meal of the body and blood of Christ, receiving forgiveness for our sins, and
absorbing God’s Word, we leave with the reminder that we are Christ’s partner in ministry (Matthew 28:19).
Worship is rehearsal for life. We leave worship with the God-given tools on how to live as Christians in the
world.
Through this order, the worshiper comes into God’s presence, hears God’s voice through His Word, receives
the body and blood of Christ through the Eucharist, and departs out into the world in Christ’s name.

This pattern transcends worship style. Traditional, contemporary… it’s all WORSHIP. Worship which puts God
at the center of our souls and selves. Worship which instructs, inspires, and fulfills. As Lutherans, our worship
relies on Word, Sacrament, and salvation by grace through faith. Within that, the four-fold pattern of worship
has a great amount of flexibility. When Martin Luther reformed the liturgy, he described it as being about the
Word and the Sacrament. God’s Word is present in preaching, song, prayer, scripture, and sacrament and is
the central focus of our worship lives. When we as worship planners keep that at the forefront of our minds,
worship will do honor to God regardless of the style, form, or function. The Good News, rooted in God’s
Word and expressed through the four-fold pattern, will permeate our hearts, minds, and spirits. Recognize
the patterns in worship as they arise. Ponder the form and function of what you see, hear, and experience,
and I would bet that you will have a deeper spiritual understanding of what we do every week.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Youth and Family Life Ministry
Sunday School

Children 3 years-5th grade, please join us in the Youth Room for Sunday School every
Sunday! (9:45-10:30 AM) In September we will be learning about four great stories about Jesus
that will help us discover that Jesus loves everyone! Join us for music, crafts, interactive Bible
stories and games.

Youth Group
nd

Middle school and high school youth meet the 2 and 4th week of every month for games,
food, friendship building, and small group Bible study. Our small group Bible study time will
focus on what we can learn from Jesus about being an amazing friend! Join us in the Youth
Room from 6:00-8:00 PM! Wednesday, September 8 and 22!

Youth Gatherings!
This year middle school and high school youth will have the opportunity to attend their own Youth
Gatherings! Registration materials for both events will be mailed to families during September. If you would
like a registration packet for a family member or friend who may not be on our mailing list, extra packets will
be available in the narthex during the month of September. Look below for the BASIC information about each
event. (Scholarships are also available to help supplement out of pocket costs for families; please contact
Miss Leah if a scholarship would be helpful to your family.)

Middle School Youth Gathering
•
•
•
•
•

Date: November 5-7, 2021
Location: Lake Yale Baptist Youth Conference Center
Who may attend: Youth currently in 6-8th grade
Cost: $75.00 (Includes lodging, meals, t-shirt, and all programming costs.)
Registration Due: Sunday, September 26, 2021
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National Youth Gathering
•
•
•
•
•

Date: July 8-13, 2022
Location: Houston, TX
Who may attend: Youth currently in 8th-12th grade
Cost: Estimated $600 out of pocket (Grace gifts $400 to each member and youth will have the
opportunity to raise up to $600)
Registration Due: Sunday, September 26, 2021

September 2 - Clare Duffy Swift, former producer for Tom Brokaw and NBC News,
will be our guest speaker. Clare will share stories and answer questions. Arrival 1111:30 AM, lunch and program from 11:30-1:30 PM. Bring your own sandwich and
we’ll provide a cup of soup, dessert and drinks.
Oct. 7 - Pastor Appreciation Month and Pastor Charles’ birthday
recognition. More details to come. In the past, we have gone to Olive
Garden. As the date approaches we’ll determine what makes the most
sense for the health and well-being of our members.
Sunshine Club Board - please plan to meet following our September 2 gathering. Tammi Straughn, SSC
coordinator, 863-660-2617.
One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine Club focuses on individuals and couples, providing social
interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and fellowship.

AHG is a Christ-centered, scout-type ministry that empowers girls age 5-18 to grow in their faith, cultivate a
heart for service, enjoy outdoor adventure, and SO MUCH MORE!
Want to serve the Troop as a volunteer? Our Troop is always looking for men and women of God to share
their gifts and talents with the next generation.
Contact Jaime at 863-224-7618 to learn more about current volunteer opportunities or meetings.

The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus. Would you like to help us GO and
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, and to the nations? Please give us a call, 2938447 or email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org) and we would be glad to help you get involved!

B OND
L EARN
E NGAGE
S ERVE
S HARE
Grace members are
mindful of B.L.E.S.S.
and equipped and
encouraged to put
it into practice as
they are “Going”
to the neighbor.

September 2021
Calendar for
Mission Partners

September 14 – November 11
If you would like to volunteer by serving as a prayer partner, a champion,
providing a meal, or as an instructor contact Judy Hinsch at 561-859-1883 or
email at FLJUDYH@yahoo.com.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
What is Jobs for Life: It is a biblically based, no-cost, transformational, eight
-week program that helps the under-employed find their right workplace.
Students meet twice a week from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM for dinner, followed by
two hours of interactive instruction. The journey toward success is maximized
by pairing each student with a mentor who walks alongside, coaching and
encouraging. This program is sponsored by Heart for Winter Haven.
Grace Lutheran Church has been hosting Jobs for Life for several years with
limited participation in the actual Jobs for Life program. This fall we want to
become not only the host for J4L, but also active participants in the
educational program. More people are needed for the success of the
program. We are looking for people to serve in the following positions (training
is provided):

Champion Team Leader: Recruits, equips, directs, and encourages a team
of dedicated mentors who walk beside the students throughout the training.

Champions: Commit to a journey with a J4L student for a 2-6 month period

The Mission

providing friendship, support, guidance, assistance, and a sense of community
that will help the student complete the course (a kind of cheerleader). We will
need 2 champions per student enrolled.

Anchor House
Ministries

Course Instructor: Teaches and facilitates the J4L curriculum in a caring and

Missionary Support
Papua New Guinea
Rev. & Mrs. Rall

professional approach; sets the stage for learning and creates an atmosphere
for student interaction and participation.
For more information or to sign up as a Champion Team Leader, Champions, or
Course Instructor, please contact Judy Hinsch (Site Coordinator) at (561) 8591883 or FLJUDYH@yahoo.com or Jeff Wittcop at the Church Office 293-8447.
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Our Fall Craft Sale (and “gently used” Christmas items sale) is planned for the weekend of November 6. This
fundraiser will enable us to continue supporting our various mission projects. Please mark your calendars and join
us. Maybe you’ll find a treasure you did not even know you needed while supporting worthy mission causes.
Details will continue to follow as time draws closer.
On Saturday, September 18, in preparation for the Fall Craft Sale, we will have a “crafting day.” Everyone is
welcome to come for a day of craft fun from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Even if you are not a “crafter,” there will be
simple things you can help do.
Our Women’s Ministry Martha Circle will resume its regular meeting on Thursday, September 9, at 1:00 PM in
the Mary-Martha Room. Please join us for a time of Bible study; gaining information regarding aspects of our
ministry; sharing light refreshments; enjoying the wonderful opportunity of fellowship with other sisters in Christ;
strengthening friendships; and perhaps also making new friends while sharing concerns and prayer requests.

Women of Grace
You are invited to Be Still and Know - a nine week time of quieting our minds and studying God’s word for us. For
those of you who were at our May retreat, you will remember Deb Burma. This is her latest bible study which we
are pairing with Wholy Fit.
Join us on Monday evenings starting Monday, September 13. At 5:30 we will do a session of Wholy Fit led by Leah
Welter. Wholy Fit is a Christian alternative to yoga. During our 45 minutes together, we will do gentle movements
to help increase strength, flexibility and balance! Each Wholy Fit session ends with 7-10 minutes of guided
relaxation time. Leah will use a verse of Scripture to help participants spend some time being still.
Wear comfortable clothing that you can move in, water and a yoga mat if you have one. (Leah will have several
extra mats and mat disinfectant wipes available.) Participants typically take their shoes off for Wholy Fit, but you
may keep your shoes on if you would like.
Then from 6:15-7:30 we will go through Deb’s book together led by Krista Bernthal. Join us for both things or only
one. Child care will be provided.
Please fill out the form below to inform us of your interest. Thank you!

**************************************** tear here ***************************************
Name:
Phone:

Email:

Check the area/s that apply to you:
I want to participate in Wholy Fit
I want to participate in the Bible Study
I need child care.
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Treasurer’s Report for Grace Lutheran Income Statement
Compared to Budget for the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2021
Current Month
Actual

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Variance

Church:
Income
Expenses
Net

90,313.42
72,469.34
17,844.08

1,178,855.03
*1,180,723.28
(1,868.25)

1,056,420.00
1,067,429.00
(11,009.00)

122,435.03
113,294.28
9,140.75

School:
Income
Expenses
Net

51,106.00
154,639.77
(103,533.77)

1,954,291.58
1,994,533.91
(40,242.33)

1,957,154.00
1,993,567.00
(36,413.00)

(2,862.42)
966.91
(3,829.33)

*Note - this includes an expense of $215,659.45 to pay off the church’s existing debt with some additional income funds
received during the previous year.

Balance of Endowments/Scholarships:
Church Investments - Restricted
Church Endowment Fund
School Endowment Fund
Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund
Special Designated Gifts

1,521,580.03
1,463,026.85
1,684,732.26
162,527.75
30,000.00

Charitable IRA Distributions
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners aged 70 ½ or older are eligible to make qualified distributions directly to a charitable
organization. The benefits of making a direct Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA include:
•

•
•

The contribution results in a reduction of adjusted gross income (AGI). A number of tax calculations are based on AGI, such as:
 AGI is used in determining the how much of Social Security income is taxable, with a maximum of 85%. Therefore, making
a direct contribution makes it less likely that Social Security benefits will be taxable.
 Medical expense deductions are limited to amounts in excess of 10% of AGI in 2019. By lowering this threshold by
reducing AGI, more medical expenses become deductible for those that itemize deductions.
 The Net Investment Income Tax of 3.8% applies once AGI reaches certain thresholds for single ($200k) and married
($250k) filers. Lowering AGI could reduce or eliminate this tax on investment income.
 Medicare premiums are based on AGI, so the reduction in could result in lower insurance costs.
The contribution allows taxpayers who use the standard deduction to reduce taxable income.
The charitable amount counts toward the individual’s required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, as calculated
annually based on age and account balances.

The contribution must be made directly from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization (the funds cannot be received by the
account owner).

Weekly “In-Person”
Attendance Report
7/25 - 319
8/1 - 317
8/8 - 305

8/15 - 250
8/22 - 272

We are also very thankful for our
many digital worshipers!

Parish Statistics
Baptisms
Richard Edward Straughn - 8/1/21
Deaths
Adele Spaun - 7/20/21
Gail Butcher - 8/11/21

Phone: 863-293-9744

SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org

What time is it? One of the most important things
to learn is the time of the day. We look at the clock
and we learn when it’s time for school to start, a
meeting to begin, to be at work, etc. During the
summer our schedules may be different and times
become more flexible.
Moses and God’s people had traveled together
through the desert for almost 40 years. They were
about to go into the land that God promised
them. It was time to review God’s plan for
them. God wanted to remind them of the times He
had been with them and how they were to use
their time in the new place.
There was time to explore, time to build houses,
time to defend their new land, time to play and
work. For six days they could do all of this and on
the seventh, God wanted them to give that time to
Him. That day was dedicated to worship God.
During the school year, we will learn many things
about Math, Science, Social Studies, Reading,
etc. We will also focus on God’s Word and what it
means to us as His children. 1 John 3:1a: “How
great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that
we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are!”
Welcome back to another exciting year. A year
filled with time to explore, time to play, time to
learn, and time to praise God. What a great year it
will be, filled with many opportunities to grow
together! I am excited that you are a part of the
Grace Lutheran family, and we as a staff look
forward to another great year.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
September….
3: $2 N.U.T. Day
6: No School—Labor Day
Lion’s Den Closed
7-10: MAP Testing Grades 4-8
10-11: 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat
12-17: Follett Book Fair
13-17: MAP Testing Grades K-3
22: Early Release Day
N.U.T. Day
23-24: No School—FL/GA Teacher’s Conference
Lion’s Den Open

October….
8: End of 1st Quarter
11: Beginning of 2nd Quarter
13: Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
14: Early Release - Lion’s Den Open
N.U.T. Day
15: No School - Lion’s Den Open
Parent/Teacher Conferences
21: $2 N.U.T. Day
27: Youth Group 6:00-8:00PM
29: N.U.T. Day

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families
with a strong spiritual and academic foundation so that they know and understand God’s plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Thursday
1

8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
1 PM WM Board Mtg.

Saturday

2

3

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
11 AM Sunshine Club
3:15 PM Grace Choristers

5 PM Worship Svc

6 PM Confirmation - YR 6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

5
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Grace
Lutheran School
Fair - Trinity Hall

Labor Day 6
NO SCHOOL
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

7
7:30 AM Staff Devos
8:25 AM PS Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG - TH
6:15 PM Praise Band

12
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 Follett Book Fair
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion
12 PM Families in the
Park

19
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

13

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
Worship with Holy
Communion

14

15

5:30 PM Wholy Fit - YR
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - LR

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

7:30 AM Staff Devos
10:30 AM Bible Study

27
7:30 AM Staff Devos
10:30 AM Bible Study
5:30 PM Wholy Fit
5:30 PM Business Mgt.
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - LR
6:30 PM Board of Dir.

10

22

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff
12 PM Early Release
1 PM Faculty Meeting
5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM AHG - TH
6 PM Youth Group
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

28

29

8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

11

9:00 AM LWR Quilters

16

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion
Confirmation Retreat

Follett Book Fair - TH
Follett Book Fair - TH
9:00 AM LWR Quilters
11:15 AM Serving at The
Mission

No School 23

Educator’s Conference
9:00 AM LWR Quilters

6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

30
9:00 AM LWR Quilters
3:15 PM Grace Choristers

6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Confirmation - YR 6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

Confirmation Retreat

17

3:15 PM Grace Choristers
6 PM Jobs for Life
6 PM Stephen Ministry 6 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM Confirmation - YR 7:15 PM Grace Chorale

21

5:30 PM Prayer Svc
6 PM Exec. Elders
6 PM Jobs for Life
6:15 PM Praise Band

9

6 PM Youth Group - YR 6 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Grace Chorale

Follett Book Fair - TH
Follett Book Fair - TH
8:25 AM PS Chapel
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel
10 AM Bible Study - MM
10:30 AM Church Staff

20

8

1 PM Martha Circle - MM
3:15 PM Grace Choristers

Follett Book Fair - TH
7:30 AM Staff Devos
10:30 AM Bible Study

5:30 PM Wholy Fit - YR
6 PM School Board
6:15 PM Women’s Bible
Study - LR

26

7:30 AM Uniform Sale
8:30 AM K-8 Chapel

4

18
9 AM AHG National Day
of Service
9 AM Women’s Ministry
Craft Day
5 PM Worship Svc

No School 24

25

Educator’s Conference

5 PM Worship Svc
Worship with Holy
Communion
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