
V
o

l. 
51

 E
as

te
r 

20
20

 

I am amazed at the response of people to 
our digital platforms of worship. Yes, 
there have been technical difficulties, but 
our number of live-streamed views each 
weekend has more than doubled our 
usual weekend attendance! Praise the 
Lord! After initially being down by almost 
50% in the first two weeks of the 
shutdown, our offerings have risen 
substantially! Thank You, God, for our 
generous and faithful members!   
 
Our Children’s and Youth Ministry quickly 
maneuvered to lessons and activities on 
Facebook and Zoom, even reaching new 
families with children in the process! 
Teachers in our Day School ministry 
immediately switched to online 
instruction of their students. Parents 
continue to make daily adjustments while 
working from home and also supervising 
playtime and schoolwork time for their 
currently home-bound children. Church 
committees and boards have switched to 
video conference meetings to make 
determinations for our road 
ahead. Additionally, our Outreach 
Ministries quickly adapted to social 
distancing measures and continued to 
train the jobless and feed the 
homeless. Our next Discover Grace class, 
on the core teachings of Christianity, will 
be a digitally interactive class with people 
new to our ministry. All of these 
adaptations to our current situation have 
happened by the grace of God and the 
responsive love of His people!  

Just six months ago, we were involved in a 
spiritual growth campaign to put the 
words of Jesus into practice (The Red 
Letter Challenge). Remember Being, 
Forgiving, Serving, Giving, and 
Going? Let’s remember that first week of 
daily devotions on the topic of 
BEING. Before we do anything for Jesus, 
we want to simply be what He has called 
us to be: the redeemed and forgiven 
children of God who love to be with Him 
and His Son, our Savior and Brother, Jesus 
Christ. One line from the devotion book 
says in big letters, “God is not confined to 
a building or a time frame and neither is 
our worship.” (RLC day #8) During a time 
when we cannot come to the church 
building, it is ever more important to BE 
God’s Church right where we are. That is 
what we are, wherever we are.    
  
Back in 2015, when we first wrote the 
vision document Grace for all 
Generations: Grounded, Gathering, Going, 
we stated, “fewer and fewer people are 
coming to the church these days. Thus, we 
will be the church and go to them.” Five 
years later, we are certainly doing that in 
ways unimagined. We are going right 
where people live – digitally!   
  
Friends, keep BEING GOD’S CHURCH, 
wherever you are. He is with you, and you 
are His - by Grace!   
  
In His Service, Pastor Charles Reich  
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Communion During Coronavirus Social Distancing  
 

Holy Week 2020 
Grace Lutheran Church  

Winter Haven, FL 
 
Brothers and Sisters of Grace Lutheran, Winter Haven, Florida 
 
After a very thorough discussion of communion at Grace, specific to Maundy Thursday, 
our Board of Elders, by video conference last Monday, March 30, determined to refrain 
from communion at this time until it is determined to be safe for us to gather physically 
together. 
 
We proposed ideas of having members pick up pre-packaged elements and have 
communion in homes via on line worship at the same time, the idea of allowing people to 
come in during windows of time during the day and also the idea of drive up communion 
in a spaced out line of cars with preparatory prayers and distribution at different 
stops.  We all desire communion with our Lord and His Church in this precious gift of the 
His Holy Supper, but we felt that any way we offer it potentially spreads the virus more by 
having people come into direct contact with each other at a time when our government 
has asked us not to.   
 
We also noted that if we offer the Lord’s Supper, many people would likely come to 
receive it even if they are of the most vulnerable portion of our population that should not 
be coming in contact with anyone at this time.  We also noted we did not want to cheapen 
this sacrament from the Lord in any way by our novel approaches.  In this, our Board of 
Elders is holding up our Lord’s two great commandments for us in love for our God and 
love for another.   
 
Interestingly, this is the same opinion our church body, the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod recommended early on for congregations.  After noting some theological issues of 
proposed solutions, that conclusion is stated in these words:   
 

As great as the hardship is when we cannot receive Christ’s body and blood, the 
hardship ought not be “resolved” in ways that promise an uncertain “sacrament” 
without the absolute assurance that Christ intends. It is better humbly and 
repentantly to ask the Lord for the regular administration of the Sacrament of the 
Altar to be restored to us, together with an end to the “deadly pestilence” that is 
killing thousands of souls who are precious to God, their Creator (see Psalm 91; 
Jonah 4:11).  
 
In this uncertain time, let us encourage every baptized child of God to be fervent in 
seeking opportunities to hear the Word of God as it goes forth from written 
sermons, letters, websites, emails, streaming videos, and other means, to read the 
Word in their homes, to implore God to end this plague and preserve His church, 
and—as His royal priesthood—to “proclaim the excellencies of him who called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).  
 
 March 21, 2020, the LC-MS, Communion and Covid-19 
 
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxfXEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw 

https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxfXEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw
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A LETTER FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

Dear Fellow Member in Christ, 
 
The Stewardship Committee wishes to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of Grace 
Lutheran Church during this difficult period in our nation’s history. The social isolation felt as a result of stay-at-
home and social distancing proscriptions has undoubtedly caused fear and anxiety among so many throughout 
the world, including right here within our own Grace family. 
 
While we can’t be together in person, we can and are gathering in Christian fellowship in other ways that are 
helping to alleviate some of this fear and anxiety. Here are just some of the ways our ministries are adapting: 
 

Amazingly, by God’s hand of Grace, our number of worship livestream views the past two weeks has more 
than doubled our average weekly in-person attendance, and the average watch-time is 41 minutes! The 
ability to continue to be comforted and inspired by God’s Word, as well as worship Him in liturgy and song 
reminds us that we are His, and He continues to care for us through these times…especially through these 
times. 

The Elders remain in regular contact with members, and the hospitalized and homebound are being 
ministered to by phone. Personal, intimate connection and ministry continues. 

Our Sunday School ministry has transitioned to online lessons and Facebook groups. Both adults and children 
continue to learn about God’s care for us and are reassured. 

 
While we continue to minister to our Grace Family during this crisis, it is more important than ever that we, as 
God’s called people, continue to reach out to our broader community with our Savior’s unfailing love and 
enduring Word. While the current practice of social distancing and being homebound prevents us from engaging 
as much as we would like, we must be prepared to do so in ever-increasing ways very soon. Once this crisis 
passes, there will be many out of work, many struggling with basic needs of food and shelter, and those in need of 
mental health care. The outreach ministries with which we’re engaged, such as Jobs for Life, The Mission, 
Lutheran World Relief, Haley Center, The Anchor House, Heart for Winter Haven, Life Choice Pregnancy Center, 
and Meals on Wheels, and the Papa New Guinea Mission Society will need our support more than ever. 
 
Our Board of Directors, Elders, and Stewardship ministries have met via video conferencing to address our current 
reality and discuss strategies to guide our way through. In these discussions, we have, as might be expected, 
found that giving over the last several weeks has substantially decreased. Clearly, some of this is due to some 
being affected by job loss (and even fear of job loss), and for those of you affected by this, we offer our prayers 
and assistance; please reach out to the Church Office. Our decline in offerings is likely affected by some members 
planning to return to giving, and perhaps even increase giving, when we are able to worship again in person. For 
those of you that are currently able to do so, we encourage you to prayerfully consider your response to this 
financial challenge so that Grace may continue to actively offer hope and reassurance both to members and the 
community at-large. 
 
Ways to Give: 
 

You can give by going to our website, www.glwh.org, and click on “Give” which will give you several options.   
You can also give with a check by mail or you can drop it off at the church office. We are open from 9 AM to 4 

PM, Monday through Friday. 
 

In addition, we are using a new email service (Constant Contact) to communicate with members, so please make 
sure the Church Office has your latest email address. In addition, please check your Spam/Junk folder and unblock 
Constant Contact if you see a Grace Lutheran email there. It is important that you receive our regular 
communications, particularly during this period. 
 
Through all of this, we are the church together. If we can be of help to you in any way, please give the Church 
Office a call. Take care of yourselves and your loved ones, and please continue to follow the guidelines set forth by 
our government leaders. 
 
May God bless and keep you until we can, once again, be together in person. 

http://www.glwh.org
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ON FACEBOOK!!! 
 

You can join Miss Leah and Miss Casey Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM for Sunday School from the 
comfort of your home! Go to “Grace WH Kid Min” on Facebook and you’ll see and hear this 
week’s Sunday School lesson. You can interact by commenting on the page. Contact Leah, 
lwelter@glwh.org, or Casey, cbillman@glwh.org, to join the group or if you have questions! You 
can also catch up on last week’s lesson if you missed it.  

YOUTH GROUP will meet 
digitally through Zoom 
Meetings in April!  
 
We will gather together 
(virtually) for some fun, a 
time to share highs and lows 
from the week and a short 
devotion on unique ways you 
can pray!  
 
Wednesday, April 8 and 
Wednesday April 22 starting 
at 7PM. Use Zoom 
meeting ID:  838-297-3580. If 

you would like an invite to the Zoom meeting, email Miss Leah at lwelter@glwh.org.  
 
For youth reminders, devotions, and Instagram story games, follow Miss Leah on Instagram at 
gracewinterhavendce. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL     

June 15-19 

 8:30 AM - Noon 
 

If it is safe to gather together mid-June, Grace’s 
Vacation Bible School will be moving along full 
steam ahead! If you would like to register online 
go to: vbspro.events/p/Gracewhvbs  
 

Vacation Bible school is offered to Grace 
members, friends, family and the 
community! Children 4 years (MUST be potty 
trained, we cannot change diapers on 
site!)  through 5th grade are welcome to 
participate. 

mailto:lwelter@glwh.org
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The Going Teams exist to help each generation of Grace connect people to Jesus.  Would you like to help us GO and 
bring the good news of Jesus to our neighbors, to our community, or to the nations?  Please give us a call, 293-8447, or 
email Jeff Wittcop (jwittcop@glwh.org), and we would be glad to help you get involved! 

YOU’RE INVITED to our Going Team Meeting.  We typically meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month; but, because 
of the quarantine orders, we will not meet in April.  Watch the Blue Pages whether we will be scheduled in May.   

 

Life Choice: “Your monetary donations are crucial.  It is what keeps 
our doors open and enables us to carry out our vision—to empower 
individuals to choose abundant life for themselves and the unborn. Thank 
you again for making this mission possible; you are a real life hero.” 
 

Meals on Wheels: “We wanted to thank you for your 
donation.  Every act of generosity helps us further our mission.  Through 
Meals on Wheels you gave to those who need our help.” 
 

Anchor House Ministries: “We are eternally grateful to you for 
believing in this ministry and committing to support the mission of 
Anchor House Ministries.  Your support becomes the tangible love of God 
to these young men, and your dedication is making an impact to change 
lives on our campus.” 
 

The Mission:  “Your sponsorship provides more than a meal.  You are 
able to give hope and the comfort of food security.” 
 

The Haley Center: A Certificate of Appreciation was received from 
the Haley Center for our support to this important ministry in our 
community. 

NEWS FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA – Pandemic 
 
In regards to the PNG missionaries, Martin & Marie Dicke recently 
reported the following in their newsletter: 
 

“We thought we should update you on our situation and the situation in 
Papua New Guinea so that you can include the people there in your 
prayers. After the Corona virus was declared a pandemic, the PNG 
missionaries met. Due to the aggressive nature of the virus and the 
limited care that could be provided by the health care system in PNG, it 
was highly recommended that those at higher risk (the elderly and those 
with pre-existing conditions) temporarily relocate until the crisis has 
passed. At that point there was no evidence that the virus had entered 
PNG, but there was concern that if and when it did, it could be 
catastrophic. So last week, we, along with Rev. Ron and Mary Anne Rall, 
evacuated to the US. Taiwan was also an option for us. Julie Lutz was 
considering relocating to Taiwan, but her passport was still with PNG 
Immigration as her visa was up for renewal; so, she remained in PNG with 
her son Anton. Roy and Judy Schache, volunteers who work with the 
Ralls, were trapped in Port Moresby for a while when Australia shut down 
their borders, but they were able to get assistance from the US Embassy 
to pass through Australia.” 
 

Information provided by DanTrinklein and Anne Gonzalez, Manager for 
Short-Term Missions at LCMS Headquarters. 

 

MISSION PARTNERS  
 

The Mission 
Papua New Guinea Mission Society 
Meals on Wheels 

 

OUTREACH and ASSIMILATION  
CALENDAR of EVENTS 

 
April 22:  Serving Lunch at the 
  Mission Outdoors 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
FOR SERVING LUNCH AT 

THE MISSION 
 

Our next opportunity for serving 
Lunch at The Mission is Thursday, 
April 22. With quarantine orders still in 
place, lunch will be served outside with 
good spacing and in to-go containers. We 
meet at the Mission at 11:20. We serve 
lunch until 1:00 PM. Your smile while 
serving lunch may make a difference in 
someone’s life. If you are interested in 
helping, contact Jeff Wittcop at the 
Church Office 863-293-8447 indicating 
your desire to help. Thank you! 

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES 
 

Missionaries may be reassigned to home 
because of the Corona virus Pandemic. 
Remember these missionaries and their 
mission fields in your prayers, that God 
will keep them safe, and that His desire 
“for all to be saved” continues even in 
the absence of missionaries.  

mailto:jwittcop@glwh.org
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Parish Statistics 
 

Deaths 
Judy Perkins - 2/25/20 

Jo Love Roberts - 3/1/20 
Gene Schedler - 3/9/20 
Sharon Coe - 3/23/20 

Virginia Peavey - 4/4/20 
SCHOOL WEBSITE: school.glwh.org 

Phone:  863-293-9744 

The fears surrounding the coronavirus spread have 
lead to the closure of schools across the country. While 
many students have been isolated at home with no 
access to educational activities, Grace has used the 
opportunity to reach out to students in a virtual 
classroom environment. 
   
The teachers and students of Grace are learning new 
technology skills as they navigate the world of virtual 
learning. Through the use of sites like Google 
Classroom, MobyMax, Zoom, Brainpop Jr., and more, 
the students of Grace have been able to continue their 
learning activities despite not being together in a 
physical classroom.   
 
Teachers can post lessons, activities, and learning 
questions for students to access through Google 
Classroom. Teachers can interact with students via 
video posts, live video conferencing via Zoom, through 
e-mail, and through various chats and blogs. Teachers 
can also link students to various online activities and 
skills practice sites.  Students have the opportunity to 
research and practice their writing and keyboarding 
skills. 
 
During the time that students are away from school, 
Principal Mike Rottmann will post devotionals for 
families to share, as well as provide access to the 
weekly Wednesday chapel services through online 
media. Please watch school publications for more 
details on how to access these services. 
 
While not a traditional classroom, the teachers of 
Grace have committed themselves to learning to use 
technology and virtual classrooms to help provide for 
student’s ongoing growth and education. Teachers 
hope that regular school will resume soon; but if it 
doesn’t Grace is prepared to see that our students 
continue to excel.  Teachers also use the digital media 
to stay in touch with their families and communicate 
their on-going love and support to students. 
 
When students are able to return to our physical 
building they will have learned technology skills which 
will continue to benefit them the rest of their lives.   

Discover Grace 
                 
The corona virus quarantine may be limiting our social 
interactions, but it can’t take away your opportunity to 
learn more about the beliefs, teachings, and practices 
of Grace Lutheran Church! The next Discover Grace 
class will begin Wednesday, April 22, and will 
continue each Wednesday evening through May 13. 
Discover Grace is an informal opportunity to learn 
more about the basic beliefs of the Christian faith 
through four interactive and conversational sessions. 
Whether you’ve been worshipping with Grace for a 
while because you’re searching for a new church-home 
and thus are interested in learning more about the 
teachings of the Lutheran Church Missouri-Synod, or if 
perhaps you’re just curious about what we believe 
about God, the Church, and the Christian life, Discover 
Grace is a great way for you to get answers to your 
questions! The informal structure of the class makes it 
ideal for people of all faith backgrounds and of all ages. 
We’d love the opportunity to get to know you as we 
explore our faith together! 
                 
Because restrictions are in place on public gatherings, 
this Spring’s Discover Grace class will take place 
through Zoom online conferencing instead of 
gathering in person. Zoom has already been 
successfully integrated by various boards and 
committees at Grace. It provides a fantastic 
opportunity to continue educating adults and families 
while also maintaining social distancing in an effort to 
protect communal health. Zoom connects users with 
audio and video on various personal devices, allowing 
them to talk and interact in real time. Be on the 
lookout for a “How to Grace” video with instructions 
on how to use Zoom, or feel free to contact the 
church office if you need assistance. 
                 
In order to ensure we connect you with the Zoom 
meetings, please notify Vicar Brendon Moore 
(bmoore@glwh.org) or Jeff Wittcop 
(jwittcop@glwh.org) of your interest. They can also be 
reached at the church office at (863)293-8447. All of the 
Zoom meeting information will then be sent to your 
email. May God’s blessings be with you as we enter a 
joyful Easter season. We hope that you will take this 
opportunity to Discover Grace with us! 

mailto:bmoore@glwh.org
mailto:jwittcop@glwh.org
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