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Leading Our Children (and others) to Christ
"What Are We Aiming For? God's Word on Parenting, Marriage and Discipleship" Part g

Gospel Content.

1 GOD' Genesis 1:1

. Loves you. He wants to have a loving relationship with you. He loves you. He made us to
love Him.

. God is in charge of the world. He's not mean and bossy, like some people who are in
charge. He's not like a bad coach that just hollers all the time. Or a bad king we read about
who is mean to his people. He's a loving king who only does what's good for the people he
created. He's a kind and loving God who is in charge of the world.

2 PEOPLE: Romans 3:23

- The problem with all of us is that we don't want God to be in charge of us. We pretend that
we're the king. And God calls that sin. In the Bible, when Jesus comes to the earth, he
gives us a glimpse of what it's like to live in his kingdom. No sickness, no death, no fear,
no hatred. lt's the life we'd all like to have, but can't seem to get. lt's because we are sinful
and don't live perfectly under God's rule. So we hurt each other, and we hurt God's
world. lt makes God angry that we don't obey Him. And He won't let us go on treating
others badly, treating the world badly and disobeying Him. He will punish us and we'll be
shut out of his kingdom forever.

. But there's good news.

3 JESUS: Romans 6.23.2 Corinthians 5:21

. Because God loves you and me, he sent Jesus into the world so that we could be
forgiven. Jesus never said "No" to God. Jesus never sinned, but he died as if he did. His
death wasn't for his own sin. lt was for mine and for yours. He was punished for our sins.
This means that we can be forgiven and we can be welcomed into God's kingdom.
And the other part of the good news is that Jesus rose from the dead after they killed him.
Jesus the King died on a cross, but rose from the dead. Now he can truly be the King
forever, and now we can be in his kingdom forever.

.Some of the wording of this section is from "Who Will Be King" by Manhias Media.
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4 BESPONSE: Romans 10:9-10

. So Jesus is inviting you and me to be a part of his Kingdom. His invitation is to repent of
being our own sinful king and accept his forgiveness of your sins. Or you can go on
pretending that you sin doesn't matter that much, and that you can run your own life. But if
you say "No" to God noq He will say "No" to you later when you want to enter his
Kingdom. The other way is to believe that Jesus died for your sins. And to repent of your
sin. To ask God to forgive you. Repentance and belief. That means you turn AWAY from
your sin, and to turn TO Jesus as your King. Those are the only two ways to live. Repent
and believe and make Jesus your King. Or keep on in your sinful ways, don't believe
Jesus, and pretend you are the king of your life.

1 How do I actually talk with my child about the four points above?

. You might start with a teachable moment and say, "So Billy, do you know what it means to
be a Christian?"

. Or you might find yourself in a conversation about God for any number of reasons.

. Or, you might be responding to them when they are thinking hard about something they
just heard or read. Then they may ask you how to become a Christian.

. Be very alert as a parent to opportunities to talk with them about the gospel!

. Talk through all four points very carefully. Then pray with them. They need to agree with
God about what is true: that God is in charge, that they are sinful. That they deserve to be
punished. They need to tell God that they know Jesus died for their sins. They need to ask
God to forgive their sin. And then the need to turn away from sin, turn to Jesus to make
him their King.

Can we be sure that a person is a Christian if they pray and ask Jesus to forgive them?

. Romans 10:13 "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."

. John 1415 "|f  you love me, you wil l  keep my commandments."

3 At what age can I start to talk with my children about the gospel?

. Start reading the Bible to them right away

. Talk about the gospel from the beginning

. We recommend "The Jesus Storybook Bible" by Sally Lloyd-Jones and "The Big Picture
Story Bible, by David Helm.

. When they are aware of their sin, and are able to be sorry for what they have done...that's
a good time to talk directly about their own decision about asking God to forgive them and
to follow Jesus.
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4 What about baptism and young children?

. Acts 8 (w. 13, 37)

. As soon as reasonably possible

. As soon as you the parent are reasonably certain about their decision to follow Christ

5 What about communion?

. As soon as you the parent are reasonably certain about their decision to follow Christ

6 What about membership?

. When they are able to understand and commit to all the points of the covenant and
statement of faith. Until then, they are considered to be a part of the family.

7 And what about older children who prayed the prayer, but now aren't walking with Christ? Are
they saved?

Assurance of salvation comes in three ways:

. lf a person believes the truths of the gospelAND has personal trust in Jesus Christ (John
1 :12) ,  and..  .

. lf a person is living in a way that's actively moving away from sin and toward Christ, and
showing the results of repentance and faith (Luke 3:8), and...

. lf that person senses God's Spirit in them, confirming their adoption into God's family
(Romans 8:16), then a person can be sure of their salvation.

. But apart from those three, especially the second, the Bible offers no assurance of
genuine salvation. But we also recognize that a child's heart may be softened to Christ
again and may return to him like the Prodigal Son (Luke 15). So we keep praying. There is
always hope, but it's not hope based only on the notion that a person prayed a prayer.

Bonus: Questions to help you talk about the gospel with a friend

. What do you think about Christians?

. Who do you think Jesus was?

. Do you consider yourself spiritual?

. Would you like to go to church [or other event] with me?

. What do you think about your church? Your family's religious background?

. How would you summarize the basic point of Christianity?

. You seem totally sick of religion [or whatever], so I haven't wanted to bring it up, but I am pretty
curious about why you feel so strongly.

. I'd like to know more about your personal beliefs as a ....

. I'm usually really worried about offending people by talking about my faith, but I'm also pretty
interested in what you said the other day about....

-3-


