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THE  GODSPEED  K IDS  
AND  S TUDENT S  
M IN IS TRY  
exists to help parents grow their children into disciples of Jesus. As we do that, we want you to know that we 
prioritize the safety and health of your kids and students. They are a precious treasure from God! We will do 
all we can to keep them safe and healthy as we teach them about the gospel of Jesus and how to follow him. 

To have a life-long influence on the lives of children and youth is a fantastic opportunity! Godspeed is 
committed to assisting parents in making disciples, including young people, both within and also beyond the 
scope of the church. In their developmental years, young people are teachable and respond with energy in 
forming a foundation to sustain them for the rest of their lives.  

The Bible speaks extensively about the joys and hard work of discipling the generations that follow us. It 
matters to God not only that we make disciples of Jesus, but also how we go about doing it. The thoughts 
below explain our perspective on discipling the young people God has placed in our care. Our aim is for 
everyone at Godspeed to be engaged in the high calling of making disciples. We want to link our hands, 
minds and hearts to support one another in this privileged task. 
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�5GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1  Parents, equipped and supported by the church, are 
called by God to raise their children. We do not believe 
that the church is solely, or even primarily, responsible for 
the spiritual health of the children. In Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 
Moses addresses the parents of Israel with these words: 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
Write them on the door frames of your houses and on 
your gates." 

However, we believe that the church is designed by God 
to equip, support and encourage parents as they raise 
and disciple their children. Paul is doing that very thing 
when he tells the Ephesian fathers, “Do not exasperate 
your children, but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

2  We expect the young people of Godspeed to progress 
in spiritual strength, biblical knowledge and usefulness in 
God’s service. Rather than simply providing activities and 
random teaching throughout their years with us, we will 
do all we can to lead them through age-appropriate 
learning and experiences that build on the previous 

years. The details of this principle are reflected in our 
plans for each group, as explained on the following two 
pages. 

3  We seek to balance age-related classes and activities 
with family-integrated and multi-generational worship and 
programs. Godspeed intends to integrate families into 
many of our activities, including the worship service, 
prayer meetings, outreach activities, service opportunities 
and more. In the same way, we support the teaching of 
the Bible at home and expect parents to actively lead 
their children toward spiritual maturity (see section 2 
below: “What You Can Do at Home to Grow Disciples of 
Jesus”). On the other hand, we recognize that individual 
family members may be at different stages of spiritual 
growth. Therefore teaching children in age-appropriate 
classes helps them receive teaching they may not be able 
to receive elsewhere. 

4  Both safety and fun are important. We want each 
parent and child in Godspeed to know that we value 
safety. Whether it’s on Sunday morning, by the pool or 
serving with Summer OFF in the city, Godspeed seeks to 
ensure a safe environment for the children involved (see 
section 3 below: “Godspeed Kids Protection and Health 
Policy”). That said, we also value fun! We believe that 
children should be able to learn attentively when that’s 
appropriate, but we also know that while having fun, 
children can learn about themselves, about God and 
about one another. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND  
S TUDENT  PROGRAMS  

Our core curriculum arises from distinct but related goals for three 
educational stages: 

Biblical Literacy (up through grade 4): The intention of this stage is to 
build into the children a knowledge of, and love for, God’s Word. 
This aim corresponds with a natural inclination at this age to learn 
and memorize facts. We will teach Bible stories from Genesis to 
Revelation in a way that integrates these stories by the Gospel – 
God’s continuous plan of redemption for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
Books such as The Big Picture Story Bible and other similar curricula 
are ideal for this purpose. By the end of fourth grade, the kids should 
know and understand God’s sovereign plan, centered on Christ, and 
how the stories of Scripture fit into it. The context for our discipleship 
at this stage will primarily be on Sunday mornings. 
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Tools for Growth (Grades 5-7): The goal for this stage of the program 
is to develop tools and skills for self-study and spiritual growth. As we 
continue to teach the facts of God’s word, we will also teach how to 
study Scripture by methods such as observation, interpretation and 
application. Other skills will include understanding and 
communicating the Gospel message, how to have personal Bible 
study and prayer time, tithing, baptism, communion, and church 
membership. For students who want to prepare for a “Turning 
12/13” Bar- or Bat- Mitzvah celebration at the end of this stage, 
voluntary achievement goals can be set. The context of this program 
can be a mix of Sunday morning teaching and other events during 
the week, like the Middle School small group at A-Two-42. Short 
missions trips are also appropriate for this age. 

Student Program (Grades 8-12): This stage of the program is intended 
to develop an integrated, Gospel-centered worldview and prepare 
high-school-age kids to become godly, mature adults. The program 
balances development in three key areas: godly character (heart), 
good communication and defense of faith (head) and skills for living 
as a godly adult in the world (hands). Bible teaching is focused 
toward understanding Gospel-centered, biblical and systematic 
theology and learning how to handle real-life challenges students 
face at this age, with the help of a support group. The context for 
discipleship does not include classes on Sunday morning. Rather, we 
invite and expect the Students to be part of our worship service and 
to teach younger Sunday School students as appropriate. In place of 
Sunday morning classes, we use other venues and ministries, retreats, 
missions trips, and the A-Two-42 High School Student small group . 
These activities are hosted and supervised by adults in the church.
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MORE THOUGHTS 
ABOUT OUR 
PHILOSOPHY OF KIDS 
AND STUDENTS 
MINISTRY

The mission for our children is an extension 
of the mission for our church: “To make 
disciples of Jesus … by teaching children 
and equipping parents.” We do this by 
offering short courses on parenting for 
different stages of life, and through the 
preaching of the Word on Sunday mornings. 

We intend for Godspeed to be like a co-op 
– a group of people committed to helping 
our Kids and Students grow. Promoting  

growth requires effort on everyone’s part, 
beginning at home and extending to service 
in the church. Our goal is to lead our 
Students into adulthood so that they can pick 
up the baton of kingdom building for the 
next generation. God’s plan to reach the 
world tomorrow depends on them, and His 
plan to use them tomorrow depends on us 
today. 
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WHAT  YOU  C AN  DO  AT  
HOME  T O  GROW 
D ISC IPLES  OF  J ESUS

    �9PART 2



�10TEACHABLE MOMENTS

Through the day, life offers many opportunities to connect 
God's Word and His truth to the hearts of our children. 
Ask God for opportunities to talk about God and the 
gospel. Creation, sin, grace, redemption, forgiveness, 
restoration -- these are all core themes of the gospel. 
Connect these themes to the struggles and joys of your 
children's heart when you can. For more help with this, 
we recommend Shepherding a Child's Heart (Ted Tripp) 
and Age of Opportunity (Paul Tripp). 

READ THE BIBLE

Don't be afraid to simply read the Bible with your kids. A 
slow and steady diet of Bible reading over the years will 
feed their hearts like nothing else! You don't need to 
answer all their questions, but you can ask open-ended 
questions. One-to-One Bible Reading (David Helm) has 
good ideas about questions. We also recommend The Big 
Picture Story Bible (also by David Helm), The Jesus 
Storybook Bible and for older students, The Gospel 
Transformation Bible. 

PRAY ABOUT IT

As issues come up, stopping for a minute and saying 
"Okay, let's pray about it" shows your kids that you trust 

God and look to Him for regular guidance in life (Prov. 
3:5-6). Spontaneous prayer can be a great part of 
making disciples of Jesus. 

SERVE AS A FAMILY

God desires that we bear fruit (John 15:5, 16). Serving 
together teaches this truth in a hand-on way, and can be 
a great way to grow unity in your family. Give your 
children vision for the cause of Christ by finding ways to 
serve sacrificially together. 

MAKE TIME FOR CHURCH LIFE

The squeeze is on families every day to be 
overcommitted. And while some families may be 
overcommitted to church, it's more likely that the pressure 
comes from extra-curricular activities. Make sure your kids 
and students have time to live in community with church 
friends. They need to feel a sense of belonging with God's 
family as God shapes their hearts and their convictions 
through these important years. The gospel is not just a set 
up beliefs, but a way of life, and living it out with the 
church family is powerful.
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LIVE THE GOSPEL

More than anything else, center your home around the 
gospel. Parenting can easily slip into trying to get our kids 
to behave the right way, or to perform better (grades, 
sports, music, etc.). The idols we often worship in our own 
hearts as parents can cause us to drive our children to 
perform for OUR benefit. We need to confess these idols 
often and reflect on what motivates our parenting. By 
contrast, the gospel leads our hearts to worship God, not 
success, peace, accomplishments, comfort, wealth. 

The gospel also teaches us clearly that we and our kids 
CAN'T simply behave better. We need a complete 
transformation of the heart, and only Christ can do that. 
So we teach and model the truth that we are sinners. That 
sin pervades all aspects of our life, and that only Jesus 
can fix that problem. We teach them that Jesus’ 
obedience to the Father -- his death and resurrection -- are 
our only hope for change. And we teach them that 
BECAUSE of what Jesus did for us, we can obey Jesus 
(Matthew 28:18-20) through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Galatians 2:20 is a key verse to help them understand this 
early on: "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer 
I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” 

So when you children are struggling with something, don't 
tell them "Do it the right way." Tell them, "It's not possible 
to do this right in your own strength. But Jesus died and 
rose again to give you the power to do what's right. So 
let's pray about this and ask God for his strength.” 

Help them to live the simple acrostic, NAPTAT. 

• Note the challenge in front of you 

• Admit you can’t do it in your own strength 

• Pray and ask God for HIS strength 

• Trust him to answer pray and give you his strength 

• Act — obey his Word in this situation 

• Thank him for his power and his goodness to you 
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OUR  PRO TECT ION  
AND  HEALTH  POL ICY  

NURSERY  -  GRADE  4

    �12PART 3



EVERY  PERSON  
HELP ING  IN  OUR  
NURSERY  AND  
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  
shares a God-given responsibility for 

• loving the children as Christ loves them 

• setting an example of godly conduct in the way we live our lives 

• ministering the Word of God and the gospel to the children 

• understanding that the care of children is not a right, but a privilege; and this privilege embodies 
responsibilities to God for ministering to and caring for the children 
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OUR  COMMITMENT  
I S  THAT  YOUR  
CH I LDREN  BE  S AFE  
while they are in our care. To this end we 

• screen all Godspeed Nursery and Sunday School workers through a national database 

• require training for all Nursery and Sunday School workers 

• use a parent/grandparent/legal guardian authentication ID system 

• adhere to a healthy child policy for admittance to Sunday School 

• follow foster care guidelines in our state when applicable 
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IMPOR TANT  
DEF IN I T IONS  
LEADERS are defined as members who are 
over 18 years of age.  

TEACHERS are defined as members over 18 
who are responsible for the lesson that day. The 
Leader and Teacher may be the same person on a 
given Sunday.  

STUDENT HELPERS are between the age of 
10 and 18. They may teach the lesson under the 
supervision of the adult Leader. The position of 
the Student Helper reflects our vision for training 
and equipping the next generation of church 
leaders. We value their service and seek to equip 
them well.
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PRO TECT ING  CH I LDREN  
BEFORE  THEY  ARR IVE  

The first way we ensure a safe environment is by requiring 
every applicant who wishes to serve in Sunday School to go through 
a screening process and attend the policy training. 

SCREENING PROCEDURE: To ensure safe and quality care, Godspeed 
has established several criteria that all volunteers must meet in order 
to work with our children: 

•All Teachers or Leaders must be members in good standing of 
Godspeed for at least four months. 

•All Leaders or Teachers must be eighteen years of age or older. 
Student Helpers who are at least ten years of age are welcome to 
assist and teach lessons (high school students only may teach 
lessons, subject to the approval of the elders), but they are always 
in addition to the adult Leader. The Helpers do not need to be 
members. There will always be a qualified adult Leader in each 
classroom.
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•All Leaders, Teachers and Helpers must have 
completed the childcare policy training. 

•Criminal records checks and other appropriate screening checks 
must be completed by all who are serving our children -- Leaders, 
Teachers and Helpers over 18. 

•All completed records of screening procedures will be kept securely 
by the church administrator. 

•Leaders, Teachers and Helpers are to be approved by the Deacon/
Deaconess of the Kids and Students Ministry and by the elders. 

TRAINING: All volunteers must attend childcare policy training before 
they are allowed to work with the children. Parents are 
encouraged to attend these sessions as well. 
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PRO TECT ING  OUR  
CH I LDREN  AS  THEY  

ARR IVE  AND  DEPAR T
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES: Leaders and Teachers, and 
especially sign-in workers, should be ready to accept children 5 
minutes prior to the start of Sunday School, so that they can 
quickly but carefully attend to the children. 

Parents/grandparents/legal guardians are encouraged to pick up 
their children immediately after the conclusion of the session. In the 
event that a child is not picked up within 10 minutes of the end of 
the session, Leaders will ask the Hall Monitor to locate the person 
who signed them in. 

SIGNING A CHILD INTO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY: Any parent/
legal guardian/grandparent who would like his/her child to 
participate in Sunday School will sign the child in at the Sunday 
School Registration Center, thereby granting permission for the 
child to participate in Sunday School.  The parent and child will 
receive an Identification Band in order to ensure that children are 
dropped off and picked up correctly and safety is maintained. The 
parent should also use this opportunity to note any allergies or 
special needs the child may have. For more details on our 
procedures for caring for children with allergies, please see the 
“Food and Drinks” and “Allergies” section. 
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Sign in may happen at two times. You can sign your child in to Sunday 
School within the 15 minutes prior to our service beginning, or you can 
sign them in during the coffee break just prior to the session. If you sign 
them in before the service, they will stay with you for worship until the 
break, when the sessions begin. 

PARENTAL AUTHENTICATION IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM: In order to protect the 
children in our care, each child must be signed into his or her class by a 
parent, grandparent or legal guardian. Upon signing the child in, the 
parent/grandparent/guardian and the child will receive an Identification 
Band. 

After the session, when both the child’s band and that of the parent/
grandparent/guardian are matched, then the child will be released. 
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PRO TECT ING  CH I LDREN  
WHILE  THEY  ARE  IN  

OUR  C ARE
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�21TWO WORKERS RULE

At least one qualified, adult Leader or Teacher and one 
other helper (adult or youth Helper) must be present in 
each classroom at all times. We consider adults to be age 
eighteen and older. No child will ever be alone with one 
adult or one helper. 

Youth that are at least ten years of age are welcome to 
assist (subject to the approval and direction of 
the Deacon/Deaconess of Childcare), but they are always 
in addition to and supervised by an adult. We intend for 
qualified Student Helpers to learn how to teach Sunday 
School. It’s a part of our discipleship of our youth.  But 
we will never leave a class in their care. 

Two males may not serve together without a female 
Teacher or Leader also being present. The only exception 
to this rule is when a Hall Monitor temporarily substitutes 
for a female for a bathroom break or other need. 

HALL MONITORS

The Hall Monitor is a qualified man or woman (trained 
and screened) whose duties are not limited to any one 
classroom. 

Hall Monitors generally move about the hallways and 
buildings during scheduled session times to observe any 
unusual activity and be of service to the others (e.g., 

locating parents or substituting temporarily in the case of 
a bathroom trip.) A Hall Monitor is on duty during the 
Sunday School session and has also passed a 
background check. 

REST ROOM PROCEDURE

Parents are asked to take their children to the restroom 
prior to signing them into a class. 

In the event that a child needs to use the rest room, the 
Leader or Helper will call the Hall Monitor who will step 
into the classroom while a female adult takes the child 
and one other child to the rest room. The female adult 
should wait outside the closed restroom stall door unless 
the child requires assistance. The child and the caregiver 
must wash their hands with soap and water before 
returning to the classroom. 

Diaper changes in the nursery will always be done in the 
presence of two adults or youth Helpers. No males will 
change diapers. 
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�22APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINE

Fruitful disciple making happens best in an atmosphere of 
respect. Godspeed Kids are expected to to participate 
with a heart eager to learn and support others. The 
Sunday School and Nursery workers are responsible for 
providing a loving, respectful, and orderly atmosphere in 
which children can learn, play, and interact with others. 
This atmosphere should be maintained by preparing 
beforehand, proactively directing children towards 
acceptable activities, verbally encouraging positive 
behavior, and, when necessary, correcting or redirecting 
inappropriate behavior. 

Acceptable means of redirecting inappropriate behavior 
include correcting the child verbally, withholding a certain 
privilege or activity for a brief time, or separating a child 
from the group for a brief time (particularly if his or her  
behavior is endangering or upsetting other 
children).  Teachers, Leaders and Helpers should never 
yell, spank, or hit a child. If behavior is uncontrollable or 
the child does not respond to the discipline measures 
above, we will ask the Hall Monitor to call the parents. 

ACCIDENTS AND FIRST AID

Godspeed is equipped with a basic first aid kit. The Hall 
Monitor will be familiar with their contents and uses. In 
the event of life-threatening injury or illness, emergency 

medical services will be called first and the Hall Monitor 
will locate and inform the parents immediately. 

An adult Sunday School worker will complete an Accident 
Report Form for all injuries, whether major or minor. 

FOOD AND DRINKS

One of the ways we protect children is to limit the 
food and drinks allowed in classrooms. 

Only two kinds of food, and one kind of drink will be 
offered as snacks in Sunday School classes 

•Graham Crackers 

•Animal Crackers 

•Apple Juice 

Teachers, Leaders and Helpers will not offer, or eat, any 
other food in the classes, unless they must do so for 
medical purposes. 

ALLERGIES

Parents of children with allergies who attend regularly 
should talk with the Deacon/Deaconess of Kids and 
Students Ministry, or the Teacher or Leader about how to 
handle any unexpected allergic reactions. 
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�23CHILD ABUSE

The Godspeed Elders and the Deacon/Deaconesses of 
Kids and Students Ministry stand ready to receive 
information related to suspected child neglect, abuse, or 
molestation. They are committed to addressing all 
allegations in accordance with the principles of Matthew 
18 and in harmony with the Godspeed church covenant 
and the laws of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Any 
Teacher, Leader or Helper who witnesses a violation of 

this Godspeed Health and Safety Policy book, short of 

abuse, should first notify the person violating the policy 
and encourage compliance. If the person violating the 
policy refuses to comply, an elder or the Deacon/
Deaconess of Kids and Students Ministry should be 

notified immediately. Anyone who witnesses or 

suspects neglect, abuse, or molestation should 
try to stop the perpetrator immediately, call the 

police and then notify a Godspeed elder. We 
consider everyone in our church to be a reporting agent 
of abuse, and to follow the same guidelines. 

Godspeed is responsible to comply with he Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA, 2010) and will 
cooperate fully with local authorities in our community. At 
all times, process confidentiality will be upheld. 

EMERGENCY PLAN

In event of an emergency, Leaders or Teachers and, if 
possible, the Hall Monitor, will lead children out of the 
building to the parking lot bringing with them the sign-in 
sheet with all children’s names listed, using a rope which 
will assist in leading children safely from the classroom 
outside.  

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS

Godspeed uses Universal precautions: all human bodily 
fluids are treated as if they carried infectious diseases. 
Universal precautions are applicable in a nursery setting 
and should be utilized. The method is very effective for 
protecting both the children and workers in the nursery 
from illness. This is not to imply that any children or 
workers in the nursery are carrying infectious diseases. By 
treating all bodily fluids as if they are infected, any 
infections or contaminants can be avoided at all times, 
providing a safer and healthier environment for workers 
and children alike. 
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�24COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

In order to prevent the spread of communicable diseases 
among the children, rules are in place concerning 
disease. Both parents and caregivers must be familiar with 
these policies. 

If a child is exhibiting symptoms of illness (see below), the 
parent should keep the child 	 	 	
home. Children should be kept home until they are no 
longer contagious. 

Hand washing or usage of anti-bacterial hand sanitizer 
must be a regular habit for both children and all workers. 

Toys and equipment are washed and disinfected 
regularly. Godspeed is dedicated to preventing the 
spread of disease and sickness among the children.  

To prevent the spread of illness, parents are asked to 
comply with the following guidelines: 

A child should not participate in a class if and when any 
of the following exist: 

•Fever (children should be free of a fever for 24 hours 
after a contagious disease before coming back to 
church.) 

•Vomiting or diarrhea 

•Any symptom of childhood diseases such as scarlet 
fever, German measles, mumps, chicken pox, or 
whooping cough 

•Common cold – from onset through one week 

•Sore throat 

•Croup 

•Any unexplained rash 

•Any skin infection – boils, ringworm, impetigo 

•Pink eye or other eye infection 

•Thick green, yellow or constant nasal discharge 

•Lice 

•Any communicable disease 

When children appear ill during a class, the Hall 
Monitor will notify the parents.   

No Sunday School worker is allowed to give any 
medication to any child. 

Parents of children with special needs are encouraged to 
contact the Deacon/Deaconesses of Kids and Students 
Ministry before signing the child into class for the first 
time. 
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Rich Fulton
Elder over Kids and Youth Ministry 

Cheryl August
Sunday School Director 

Joel & Catherine 
Foos
Youth Ministry Directors 

Susan Fulton
Nursery Coordinator 

CONTACT S  
We welcome your questions, your concerns and your 
volunteer service in the children’s ministry. The following 
people are available to speak with you. 

Go back to our Web Page 
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