
April 2020 Praise Letter 

Ministry/Travel 
Dates 

 

March 12-14 
Back to back 24 Hour 
Demo dates for those 
interested in missions 

 
March 19-27 

New Missionary  
Orientation class 

24 new missionaries 
coming! 

 
March 27-28 

Doug teaching Security 
Training 

 
March 30-April 8 

Field Prep Seminar for 
those ready to leave for 

the field 
 

April 13-17 
Member Care Summit 

 
June 21-27 

Doug trip to Australia 
 

July 9-10 
24 Hour Demo 

 
July 10-17 

New Missionary 
Orientation class 

 
July 19-24 

Missionary Enrichment 
Conference 

 
July 24-25 

Security Training 
 

Sep / Oct 
Possible Triathlon for 

Doug!! 
 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
Oh what a difference a few weeks can make!!  When we wrote our last pray-
er letter at the end of Feb/beginning of March I never would have thought of 
all the changes that would change our world in such a short time.  From a 
humanistic standpoint this was a total surprise, but from God’s sovereign 
perspective the changes we are experiencing are right on time.  We will nev-
er truly understand all that God is doing during this global crisis but it is 
comforting to know that God is still on the throne and working. 
 
Earlier tonight I read a story about  one of our ABWE missionaries that 
works in a restricted country at a hospital.  Let me post below what he said: 
 
Recently I was able to post a couple of devotionals for the Easter Season in Bangla 

on YouTube. We just heard that it was broadcast over loudspeakers from the church 

in the village near our hospital. It has been forwarded around the country and one of 

our tribal friends even sent the link to his friends in India. Some co-workers wanted to 

show it to one of our Muslim employees. He told them that he had already seen it! 

Not only that, but his teenage sons had all watched it as well. Had I preached that 

sermon in our adopted country they would never have heard it.” 

 

So even though the church (and everybody else) around the world are strug-
gling to figure out how to “meet in person,” our missionaries are finding 
open doors to share the gospel, and people are listening.  I saw another arti-
cle that said that God has cancelled every major “god” of the world from the 
gods of Health and Prosperity, to the gods of Sports and Recreation.  How 
our hearts pray that despite the very real pain of sickness and death, that God 
would bring out a revival from this global pandemic. 
 
As no doubt you have heard from other missionaries, please be in fervent 
prayer for our many missionaries around the world.  Some missionaries have 
been locked down in their houses for much more time than we have had, and 
others were evacuated from their countries only to find out they can’t go 
back in due to travel controls.  Please also be in prayer for the many mis-
sionary kids who are separated from their parents due to colleges and univer-
sities being shut down.  Normally they would go home but travel restrictions 
are prohibiting the MK’s from returning to their home overseas.  This has 
been a major challenge for all of us, and for some, the mental battle to stay 
engaged and to fight off depression is just as real as the physical battle to 
stay healthy.  Please also pray for Heather and the Member Care team as 
they make contact with our many families overseas and their kids as they 
deal with the stresses they encounter in less than ideal living situations. 



 
As we look at a more personal side to this change I want to give you an 
update on what is happening at ABWE’s IHQ in Harrisburg and for our 
family personally. 
 
Due to the coronavirus ABWE has cancelled or changed all of our sum-
mer events such as the 24 Hour Demo, the New Missionary Orientation, 
Field Prep for those ready to leave for the field, our annual Missionary 
Enrichment conference and many other teaching classes.  This in no 
means implies that ABWE has stopped working though.  Our Infor-
mation and Technology team has done a fabulous job of helping us all 
transition to a virtual environment starting back on March 17th.  Unfortu-
nately we did have to cancel the 24 Hour Demo for interested candidates, 
but we were able to transition to a completely online version of New 
Missionary Orientation and still accept 24 new missionaries to begin 
their missionary career with ABWE!!  The decision to “cancel” and 
change that format happened extremely quickly so who says you can’t 
teach an old dog a new trick.  The home office most definitely missed 
getting to meet all these new candidates in person, but we were able to 
meet them all “virtually” and we continue to have virtual meetings with 
them as they make this change in their lives as well. 
 
ABWE also transitioned our “Field Prep Seminar” for those missionaries 
getting ready to leave for the field to a virtual environment and some of 
those missionaries were able to leave to go overseas to start their minis-
tries already.  So even though many of us feel “locked” in our houses, 
ABWE is still moving forward and finding new avenues to keep the mis-
sionaries you support moving forward and supporting them on the field. 
 
For our family it has been no different than yours.  The state of PA insti-
tuted the “stay-at-home” policies so both Heather and I are working from 
home along with all four of our kids.  Hannah is finishing up classes 
from Cedarville, and Esther and Elizabeth are also home doing school 
online.  Esther has struggled the most with this as she absolutely loves 
going to school but it seems she has adapted well this past week.  Caleb 
was working at Starbucks but his store was closed so he has been home 
resting and finishing paperwork to go to Cairn University (near Philadel-
phia) in the fall.  We all feel the stress balancing work and family and I 
have had more headaches the last couple weeks than I have had for a 
long time. 
 
Our prayer request, just like your families, is to find sanity as we bounce 
between emails to missionaries overseas, solving imperfect fractions, 
fixing financial issues, making hard decisions, and making Mac-N-
Cheese!!  Yet in all these things—may we seek God’s grace, and pray 
that His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 
II Timothy 2:19—”I may be in chains, but God’s Word is not bound.”  
 

Douglas & Heather Amundson  

Praises 
 

Hannah home safely from 
College and her job back at 
the retirement community 
where she serves meals. 

 
Esther is finally adjusting 
well to doing school from 

home 
 

24 new missionaries  
appointed (virtually) 

 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Although not mentioned in 
the prayer letter Heather and 
I have switched churches to 
help a fellow ABWE mis-
sionary who is starting a 

church.  We will give more 
details on that in the next 

prayer letter. 
 

Hannah to finish her college 
year well. 

 
Caleb’s work situation at 

Starbucks and preparing for 
college in the fall. 

 
Esther and Elizabeth to ad-
just to being home all day 

and doing school from home. 
 

SANITY FOR  
THE PARENTS! 

Doug & Heather Amundson 
717-982-4760—Heather cell 
717-319-9772—Doug cell 
dhamundson@abwe.cc 
 

U.S. Mailing Address: 
1302 Selwick Road 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 


