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Dear Praying Friends,

 For we are God's fellow workers; (1 Corinthians 3:9)

It is such a privilege and blessing to be working together with God. We are now into our last five
months of ministry in Germany. Repeatedly we hear, "This will be your last . . . ." But frankly, we
are so occupied in ministry that we hardly notice what others notice. We are thankful that the
transition is going well. Jeff is spending numerous sessions with the other two pastors in the
church: Volker and Christian. We are thankful that the Lord has given us harmony. Not only do
they learn as much as they can, but they share with Jeff many ideas as well. Linda has turned
over her leadership of the Children's Church ministry to another lady in the church, Kathrin, who
has much experience and has shared many values with her. One by one, we will turn over
ministries, until May 17th, when we will resign our duties in the church (Our ministry with Baptist
Mid-Missions will continue).

The church continues to grow. If this phenomenon continues at its current pace, we anticipate
that a few years after we leave, it will either need to begin a new daughter church, or move to
larger facilities. In November we baptized three persons. Volker Weise did the baptisms. Just to
refresh your memories: the church in Nuremberg is a daughter church of our first work in
Erlangen. The Nurmberg church has since started two new daughter churches. The mother
church in Erlangen has experienced growth to the extent, that they will need to begin a daughter
church in the next year, and are laying plans for it.

In early December we held our traditional Advent Coffee. Our auditorium was filled. One third
were guests, of whom most were unsaved. After an excellent message, we had many
opportunities to talk with others about Christ.

At the end of January we attempted something new. Getting an idea from an American pastor,
we as elders decided to have a Bible study evening: from 7 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. The topic was
"The Kingdom of God". Following the Apostle Paul's method (Acts 28), we traced the subject
through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Each pastor took 50 minutes to present his
section. We had to move quickly, of course, through the Bible. It was very well attended by our
people, and they were enthusiastic about the time in God's Word. Of course, we prayed
intensely in the days beforehand. We were delighted that our people were so interested in
learning the Bible.

On Feb 9 Jeff led his last church business meeting in Germany. For a majority of the meeting
time, he gave his responsibility over to the new pastors. During the prievious three months, many
had helped work on a 7-year ministry plan for the church. The membership adopted the plan with
95% approval. All of the church business was conducted in a very good-spirited manner. After
the closing prayer, we happily reflected that during the entire 12 years of the church's existence,
all meetings have been conducted without rancor and strife. There is a secret to this
phenomenon: when the members learn from week to week to treat one another with love and
respect, regardless of differences, they will do the same thing when they come to a business
meeting. This is a great praise! Won't you join us in thanks?

Thanks so much for your prayers.

Jeff and Linda Brown
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