
Spoelhof Update: August 2020 

"Let us praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted."  Psalm 148:13 

Praise God with us: 
1) In 2000 we moved from our work in São Paulo to the city of Bauru in Brazil. Within months a congregation 
was started which became organized as New Life Baptist Church in 2007. In July of 2008 our church merged 
with another ABWE congregation in the city becoming New Life Baptist Community church. Below are pictures 
of the first service as a unified church. This ministry has continued to thrive, and now is located in its own 
building with a Brazilian pastor.  Because of the Covid-19 situation, we have been able to enjoy watching some 
of their services via live stream from Bauru. In recent weeks we received  news that they now have a small 
Bible Institute operating at the church and have started a new congregation in the city. Praise God with us. 
 

    
  

2) The main reason we've waited to send this Update is because it will have been a year ago this weekend 
that Bill had surgery for cancer. Over the past year he has returned every three months for a checkup with his 
oncologist. His PSA numbers are where they should be and the doctor is pleased with his overall progress. He 
will continue with these checkups over the next five years, but now every six months. Praise God with us. 

3) We continue to meet every other week with our home Bible study group from church here via Zoom. The 
church was opened for worship services but again, under state mandate, is closed. We are so thankful for the 
Live Stream broadcasts each Sunday.  Because of  our age and compromised immune systems, I imagine it 
will be a while before we can enjoy being part of the live congregation.  

Looking at the world around us in these days, we must be salt and light in a darkening time. Stand tall in the 
grace, love and peace of our Lord. Do not flee or fight, do not return love for hate, offer peace, kindness and 
blessing to the angry and fearful. That is what the Gospel is all about. Are we willing to suffer and offer 
forgiveness in Jesus' name, no matter what? 

Thank you for praising the Lord with us. 

Bill and Sue Spoelhof 

 


