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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;  

to all who mourn and long for comfort;  

to all who struggle and desire victory;  

to all who sin and need a Savior;  

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;  

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;  

and to all who will come,  

this church opens wide her doors  

and offers welcome  

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 

________________ Church Staff & Officers ________________ 
  
  

Brad Wright                                   Elders                          Deacons 
Lead Pastor                                  Brent Allmon                     Matt Bradshaw 

                    Dan Brink                          Mike Bellin 
Kyle Bobos                                  Jon Green                           Rhonnie Bellin 
Assistant Pastor                          Rob McIntosh                    Jeff Cranford 
Children's Ministries                 Mark Moore                       Mark Hill 

                                   Andy Yung                Scott Johnston            
Caleb McDuffee                                                                     Mike Ryan 
Student Ministries                                                                   Joe Tison 

                                                                             Sunny Yung 
  
 

  
 
 

Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  
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Reflections 
 
 
 

Openness to God demands our growing acceptance that we cannot create 
blueprints for our own lives. Though God’s character is unchanging, the ways of God 
are unpredictable, and there is a difference between arbitrariness and 
unpredictability. 

― Enuma Okoro  
Silence and Other Surprising Invitations of Advent 

 
 

Songs, good feelings, beautiful liturgies, nice presents, big dinners, and sweet 
words do not make Christmas. Christmas is saying yes to something beyond all 
emotions and feelings. Christmas is saying yes to a hope based on God's initiative, 
which has nothing to do with what I think or feel. Christmas is believing that the 
salvation of the world is God's work and not mine. 

― Henri Nouwen  
New Oxford Review (November 1986) 

 
 

Every time we open our mouths and speak, we are either saying let there be light 
or let there be darkness. 

― Max Lucado 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  +  EASTER  +  PENTECOST  + 
 
ADVENT SEASON 
Advent marks the beginning of the church calendar as we reenter the story of anticipating the birth of 
the promised newborn King. In Advent, we celebrate the beginning and ending of Christ's victory over 
the powers of evil.  We call upon God to accomplish that victory in our own lives, to break in on us, to 
be born in our hearts, and to create us anew. The Older Testament looks forward to the coming of the 
King and we experience again waiting for him as Christmas morning approaches. Advent is marked 
by a spirit of expectation, anticipation, preparation, and longing. 
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Grace Presbyterian Church 

 
The Lord’s Day, December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 
Prelude 
 
 
Words of Welcome 
                                                       
 
 

________________Praise________________ 
 
 
 
Call to Worship   from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke                                   
 

Minister: The Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they 
will call him Immanuel. 

 
People: God is with us! 
 
Minister: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel. 
 
People: He has come and redeemed his people! Glory to God in the 

highest!  
 
  



  

 
 

  5 

Song of Praise                                   Angels, From the Realms of Glory 
James Montgomery 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 
  

Chorus: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

  
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; 
Yonder shines the infant light: (chorus) 
   
Saints, before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear; 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In His temple shall appear. (chorus) 

 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration   
 
 
 
Confession of Faith           The Heidelberg Catechism 

            Q & A 35 & 36 
 

Minister:  What does it mean that he “was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary”? 

 
People:  That the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true and eternal 

God, took to himself, through the working of the Holy Spirit, 
from the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, a truly human 
nature so that he might also become David’s true descendant, 
like his brothers and sisters in every way except for sin. 
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Minister:  How does the holy conception and birth of Christ 

benefit you? 
 
People:  He is our mediator and, in God’s sight, he covers with his 

innocence and perfect holiness my sinfulness in which I was 
conceived 

 
 
 

_______________Renewal_______________ 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading  Luke 2:16-20 
 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 
 
Confession of Sin                       

 
Minister & People:    

 
Heavenly Father, we long to recapture the wonder of Christmas. You showed the 
world your splendor in the coming of your Son, the mystery of God becoming man. 
Yet, our sins have made us old.   

Instead of peaceful – our hearts are anxious;  
instead of joyful - irritable;  
instead of filled with surprise – bland; 
instead of anticipation - dread.   

In our sophistication, we have become impoverished. Have mercy on us, O God.  
Renew us by your grace and mercy. Deliver us from everything that dims the 
brightness of your grace in us, from everything that prevents us from taking our 
deepest delight in you. 
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Private Confession and Reflection 
 
 
 
Words of Encouragement                    Luke 2:11 
 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle1  The Wright Family 

 
Leader:  The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It 

is a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness. 
 
People: The shepherds were the first to hear the joyful announcement of 

Christ’s birth – the good news of great joy to all people.   
 
Leader:     Upon seeing the baby Jesus, the shepherds spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed.  

 
People:   We have also heard this wonderful news. We welcomed the 

message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.   
 
Leader:      Though we have not seen Jesus, we love him; and even though 

we do not see him now, we believe in him.   
 
ALL: We are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy. 

 
 

 

 
1 Lighting the Advent wreath originated in Germany in the nineteenth century, based on a Roman custom of the ceremonial 
entrance of a ruler to a province or city as his ‘advent’ (from the Latin adventus: ‘arrival’). The wreath consists of four 
candles on the outside of the wreath and one candle in the center. One candle is lit the first Sunday of Advent. Two are lit 
the 2nd Sunday, and so on. Each of the candles has special significance: The first is the prophecy candle; the second is the 
Bethlehem candle; the third is the Angels candle; the 4th is the Shepherds candle; and the center candle is the Christ candle, 
lit at Christmas.  
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Song of Response  Come, O Redeemer, Come 
    Fernando Ortega  

 
Father enthroned on high, 
Holy, Holy, 
Ancient, eternal light hear our prayer. 
    
  Chorus: 

Come, oh redeemer come; 
Grant us mercy 
Come, oh redeemer come; 
Grant us peace. 

  
Lord, save us from the dark of our striving 
Faithless and troubled hearts weighed down. (chorus) 
  
Look now up on our need, 
Lord, be with us. 
Heal us and make us free from our sin. (chorus) 
  
Father enthroned on high, 
Holy, holy, 
Ancient, eternal light hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
The Peace of God                       

 
Minister:   The Holy Child of Bethlehem is among us! 

People: Indeed, Immanuel has come; God is with us! 

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you! 

People: And also with you! 

 
If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade are invited  

to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time. 
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Doxology           
Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
In heaven above and earth below  
Praise God the Father and the Son 
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen 

 
  
 
The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen! 

 
 
 

_______________Commitment_______________ 
 
 
 
The Offering 
 

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the 
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no 
compulsion to give. 

 
 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
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29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will 
ever fail.” 
 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her. 

 
Leader:     This is the Word of the LORD.  
 
People:     Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Brad Wright 

Mary’s Story 
THE MOTHERS OF JESUS 

 
_______________Communion_______________ 

 
 

Guidelines for Reception of Communion 
 

Communion is a family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus 
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which 
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully for Christ.  If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in 
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as 
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, 
and with his people, the church. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Minister:      Therefore, lift up your hearts. 

People:        We lift them up to the Lord. 

Minister:      Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise! 

Minister:               Together we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:             Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

 
 
Song of Communion Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Charles Wesley 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 
  
Joy to those who long to see thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 
Of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

 
 
Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution 
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Prayer for those not communing: 
 

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed) 
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and 
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you 
promise.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope.  I thank you for 
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life.  
Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
my Savior.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the 
sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to 
you, the author and finisher of my faith.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Commitment 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your 
people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 
Your communion elements are placed on your seat to ensure contactless serving. To 
open, peel back the first plastic seal to expose the unleavened wafer. Then peel back 
the second plastic seal to expose the juice. Once opened, please hold the elements 
until all have been received so we can celebrate this meal together. If you need gluten-
free elements, please let an usher know.  
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Silent Prayer during Communion 
 
 
 
Song of Commitment  Angels From the Realms of Glory (vrs 5) 

James Montgomery 
 

All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising 
To th’eternal Three in One: 
 

Chorus: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 
 
 
Benediction & Response2  from Revelation 22                    
 

Minister: Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end.”   

 
People: The Spirit and the Bride say “Come!”  
 
Minister: Let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who 

is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of 
life without price. 

 
People:  Alleluia! Amen. Come Lord Jesus! 

 
 
 

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to 
answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church. 

 
2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service 
to each other, their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people. 
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Worship Music3  
 
Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Grace Presbyterian Church. 
 
Rae Moses, piano 

 
 

_______________ Sermon Notes _______________ 
Luke 1:26-38 
Mary’s Story 

THE MOTHERS OF JESUS 
 

 
  

 
3All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great 
Commission Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY 
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission  
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 ____________ Announcements ____________ 
 
 

A complete list of Grace's events and ministries, can be found on our 
website at https://www.gracewoodlands.org/announcements or use this 
QR code. 
  
Sunday Morning Classes and Community Groups are on winter break and resume on 
Jan. 10th. 
   
Stewardship Update: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings 
to our Savior for November 2020.                                               

                November               YTD 
         Projected Budget                   70,999                   780,989 
         Actual General Fund            67,468                   685,629 
           Variance                                  (3,531)                  (95,360) 
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  ____________ Welcome, Guests!  ____________ 
 
We are excited you’re here with us today. We hope that you were warmly 
welcomed and would love for you to be a part of Grace. Please take a moment 
to fill out the visitor information form by using the QR code. 
  
Children & Student Ministries:   

•  Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years) 
provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our workers welcome 
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and label 
all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions about 
the Nursery, contact our Nursery Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at 
mothersdayout@gracewoodlands.org. 

•  Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of 
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit 
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to observe 
communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 107 in the 
Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon. This format is 
designed to model worship for our children and teach them the importance of 
meeting together as the body of Christ. 

•  Student Ministries is designed for students from 7th grade through 12th grade. Our 
goal in youth ministry is to reach students with the gospel through relational ministry 
through Grace. For Information about upcoming events or to meet with Caleb, contact 
him at caleb@gracewoodlands.org. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX. 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911 
 www.gracewoodlands.org 


