
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Our greatest motive for surrendering to him cannot be for what he will do in us. It
must be to love him for what he did for us...There has never been a gift offered that
makes you swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us
to do. Christmas means that we are so lost, so unable to save ourselves, that nothing
less than the death of the Son of God himself could save us. That means you are not
somebody who can pull yourself together and live a moral and good life.

— Tim Keller,
Hidden Christmas

Christmas is God lighting a candle; and you don’t light a candle in a room that’s
already full of sunlight. You light a candle in a room that’s so murky that the candle,
when lit, reveals just how bad things really are.

— NT Wright

+  ADVENT +  CHRISTMAS  + EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER  +  PENTECOST  +

CHRISTMAS SEASON
Christmas season marks the evening we move from the promises of Advent to the fulfillment
of those promises on Christmas Day. We celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas evening
and we continue celebrating for 12 days (+ Sundays) until Epiphany. Christmas is a season
where we think of the Lord’s birth and the Word becoming flesh. This is not only to be
thought of as a past event. Rather, this is something we remember as a reality of God’s
presence today and the mystery of the Son of God entering our world as a child. This season
reminds us again of God always taking the first step in having a relationship with us. Jesus
makes God knowable and accessible in a special and mysterious way. Reflect this season on
God’s faithfulness, promises, and commitment to bringing renewal and redemption to our
lives.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, January 2, 2022
Second Sunday in Christmastide

10:30 am

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship

Minister: Lift up your hearts in prayer:
lift up your voices in praise.
Let your eyes rise in expectation
and your hands in exultation,
for the Lord has drawn near and dwells among us.

All: We lift them up. Amen!

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Angels From The Realms Of Glory
Henry Thomas Smart and James Montgomery

Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight o'er all the earth
Ye who sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth

Chorus:
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King

Shepherds in the field abiding
Watching o'er your flocks by night
God with us is now residing
Yonder shines the infant light (chorus)

Sages leave your contemplations
Brighter visions beam afar
Seek the great Desire of nations
Ye have seen His natal star (chorus)

Prayer of Adoration
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Song of Adoration Angels We Have Heard On High
Edward Shippen Barnes and James Chadwick

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Chorus:
Gloria
In excelsis Deo
Gloria
In excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song (chorus)

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King (chorus)

_______________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading 1 John 3:23-24

And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to
love one another as he commanded us. The one who keeps God's commands
lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We
know it by the Spirit he gave us.
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Confession of Sin

Minister
& People:

Merciful and gracious God, We come before you as people who need to see you
with clear eyes. We need to behold your glory in order to feel our smallness; we
need to gaze upon your holiness to feel our sinfulness; we need to see your
humble self-sacrifice at the cross in order to know how truly loved we are. We
love and cling to our brokenness and idols instead of your righteousness and
grace. Instead of believing in and resting in you and your gospel, we trust in
ourselves and our own efforts. Instead of loving you and one another, we ignore
you and we mock, despise, and reject those around us for their weaknesses.
Instead of forgiving because we have been forgiven by you, we hold grudges and
cling to bitterness and self-preservation. Lord Jesus, thank you for taking our
place under the curse that our sin merits. Help us to live lives that abide in
Christ and are truly a blessing to those around us.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement Romans 10:9-13

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and
are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to
shame.”For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.”
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Song of Thanksgiving In Christ Alone
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand
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The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God and Announcements

Minister:     The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Hebrews 11:39-12:3

11:39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that only
together with us would they be made perfect.

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart.

Minister:    This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Mr. Caleb McDuffee
The Motivation for Faithfulness

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to
live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ,
and with his people, the church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion O Come All Ye Faithful
John Francis Wade

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of angels!

Chorus:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, in the highest! (chorus)

Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution
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Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside
the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking
only to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment O Come All Ye Faithful
John Francis Wade

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

Chorus:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Benediction2

May Jesus Christ, the sun of righteousness, who comes with healing in his wings,
fill you with the joy and peace that passes all understanding. The blessing of God
almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Worship Music3

Rae Moses, piano Damon Henrichs, guitar

____________ Welcome, Guests! ____________

Welcome to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you
in the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the
visitor information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet
you!

____________ Announcements ____________

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get
involved throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gracewoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings to our
Savior for November 2021.

General Fund Giving for November - $62,155
Jan. - Nov. 2021 General Fund Budget - $79,626
Jan. - Nov. 2021 Actual General Fund Income - $670,571
2021 Variance - ($121,055)

Online Giving Link: https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/Giving/grac8989200.
To access your  giving records: https://gracewoodlands.elexiochms.com/user/login

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

3All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.
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●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.

Banners Explained: The visuals of the worship space change dramatically from the
Fourth Sunday of Advent to the celebration of Christmas. White, yellow, and gold are
the colors of Christmas. These colors bring to mind the angels, the star of peace, the
shepherds, the manger, and Jesus coming to earth as the light of the world. All of these
things combine to communicate that this season of Christmas is a time of joy and light.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www.gracewoodlands.org
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_______________ Sermon Notes _______________
Hebrews 11:39-12:3

The Motivation for Faithfulness
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