
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to receive
them.

— Augustine

The world asks, "What does a man own?" Christ asks, "How does he use it?"
— Andrew Murray

God will never ask you to be more gracious to someone than he has been to you
already.

— unknown

+  ADVENT + CHRISTMAS + EPIPHANY +  LENT  + EASTER  +  PENTECOST  +

EPIPHANY SEASON
The word epiphany is used three times in the Scriptures. Two of the references speak of
the second coming (Titus 2:13 & 2 Thess. 2:8). The third time the word epiphany
appears it refers to the first coming of Christ that brings grace to abolish death and
bring both life and immortality through the gospel (2 Tim. 1:9-10). Epiphany ends the
season of Christmas and leads us further into the life of Jesus, leading up to his
baptism and ministry. We now begin to reflect on Jesus as the manifestation of God’s
love by sending his one and only son into the world so that we might live through him
(I John 4:9). Jesus fulfills the Father’s promise to bring his kingdom of peace and hope
to our world.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, February 20, 2022

10:30 am

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship

Minister: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared
above all gods.

People: The gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the
heavens.

Minister: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name!

People: Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness, tremble before
him, all the earth!

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Holy Holy Holy
John Bacchus Dykes and Reginald Heber

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to thee
Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!
All the saints adore thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before thee,
Which were, and art,
And evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!
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Prayer of Adoration

Confession of Faith Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic2 church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

2 that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.
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Song of Adoration Across The Lands
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

You're the Word of God the Father
From before the world began
Ev'ry star and ev'ry planet
Has been fashioned by Your hand
All creation holds together
By the power of Your voice
Let the skies declare Your glory
Let the land and seas rejoice

Chorus:
You're the author of creation
You're the Lord of ev'ry man
And Your cry of love rings out
Across the lands

Yet You left the gaze of angels
Came to seek and save the lost
And exchanged the joy of heaven
For the anguish of a cross
With a prayer You fed the hungry
With a word You stilled the sea
Yet how silently You suffered
That the guilty may go free (chorus)

With a shout You rose victorious
Wresting victory from the grave
And ascended into heaven
Leading captives in Your wake
Now You stand before the Father
Interceding for Your own
From each tribe and tongue and nation
You are leading sinners home (chorus)
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_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal Ephesians 2:1-3

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

Confession of Sin

All:

Gracious God, you are our faithful shepherd who walks beside us in green
pastures and through the valley of deep shadow. You have promised to pursue us
with your goodness and mercy all our days. Yet we confess we often doubt your
compassion and care for us and the world around us. When we are hurting and
helpless, instead of turning to you and trusting you to care for our needs, we seek
help in our idols and comfort in our sins. When others are hurting and helpless,
we are impatient, lacking in compassion, and uncaring about their needs and
concerns. Forgive us. Help us to trust you to provide when we are helpless to do
so. Teach us to find refuge in you when we have nowhere else to turn. Enable us
to show your heart of compassion and care to those around us, so that we may
learn to love our neighbors as you love us. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement I John 4:9-10

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
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Song of Thanksgiving Steadfast
Sandra McCracken, Joshua Silverberg, and Leslie Jordan

I will build my house
Whether storm or drought
On the rock that does not move
I will set my hope
In Your love O Lord
And Your faithfulness will prove

Chorus:
You are steadfast steadfast

By the word You spoke
All the starry host
Are called out by name each night
In Your watchful care
I will rest secure
As you lead us with Your light (chorus)

I will not trust in the strength of kings
On Your promise I will stand
I will shout for joy I will raise my voice
Hallelujah to the Lamb (chorus)

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God and Announcements

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!
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If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Matthew 6:1-4

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them.
If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when you
give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Greed and Generosity

SERMON ON THE MOUNT

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to
live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ,
and with his people, the church.

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion The Church's One Foundation
Samuel John Stone

The church's one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord
She is his new creation
By water and the word
From heaven he came and sought her
To be his holy bride
With his own blood he bought her
And for her life he died

Called out from every nation
Yet one through all the earth
Her charter of salvation
One Lord one faith one birth
One holy name she blesses
And shares one holy food
As to one hope she presses
With every grace endued
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment The Church's One Foundation
Samuel John Stone

Yet she on earth has union
With God the Three-in-One
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won
O happy ones and holy
Lord grant to us your grace
With them the meek and lowly
In heaven to see your face

Benediction3 Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music4

Rae Moses, piano Damon Henrichs, guitar

4All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.

3 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to
keep you in the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill
out the visitor information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to
meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
● Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
● Our church website, https://www.gracewoodlands.org/
● Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and

offerings to our Savior for 2022.

January GF Budget                                79,583

Actual January GF Receipts                 53,333

Variance                                                  (26,250)                     *2022 GF Budget 955,000

2022 NEW Online Giving Link: https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/giving.
2021 Giving Statements have been mailed to you. If you did not receive yours, please
contact Dianna in the church office at 281-296-0911 or admin@gracewoodlands.org.

Children's Ministries:
● Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

● Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.
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Women’s Ministry:
● Women's Ministry Breakfast: Join us for breakfast at La Cocina de Roberto, 3126

Sawdust Rd, The Woodlands, 77380, on Saturday, February 26 at 9 am. This
restaurant catered food for the Woodlands Marathon, and Jamie Wright said their
waffles were amazing!

● Women's Bible Study: This spring will be using Galatians: At His Feet to guide our
study together. This will be both an in-person study at GPC as well as a Zoom
group. We will have books available for you in the church office and if you have any
questions, let us know! We will go through April 14th. Please contact Lisa Whitla if
you would like to join the zoom group.

Banners Explained: In Christian tradition, green came to symbolize the life of the
church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of new life in the
resurrection. This color indicates ordinary time, which is the time between the major
Christian Seasons.

The banner on the left is inscribed with the Latin phrase “ In cruce salus” meaning
“In the cross is salvation”. Passion flowers symbolize the suffering and death of Christ,
and forming a circle in the center is a crown of thorns which Jesus wore on the cross. In
the center are the Greek letters alpha and omega, the first and last letters of the
alphabet. In Revelation 21:6, Jesus describes himself as the Alpha and the Omega – the
Beginning and the End.

The banner on the right is inscribed with the Latin phrase “Ego sum vitis vera”
meaning “I am the true vine”, an expression Jesus used to describe himself in John
15:1. The grapevines that make up the cross symbolize abundance and fruitfulness;
Jesus is the only way to a truly fruitful life. The “IHS” in the center of the cross is an
ancient monogram for Jesus.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gracewoodlands.org
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_______________Community Group Questions _______________

1. What comes to mind when you think of generosity? When is it hard to be
generous, and when is it easy?

2. In what ways is God generous to us? How do we live and think as if we do not
believe that is true of him?

3. In 6:9-13, Jesus gives us a prayer. What do we learn about the Father's posture
toward us? Why is it important for us to understand His posture toward us before
we attempt to live into these things?

4. The Lord offers grace to us. Jesus explains how giving ourselves to other things
devours us. Where do you find it difficult to trust in Jesus' promise of generosity?

5. Consider praying this prayer each week (6:9-14). Ask the Lord to convince your
heart of his generosity so much that you might begin to give grace generously this
week.
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