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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Prayer is the easiest and most difficult thing we can do.
— Bryan Chapell

God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of prayer.
—  Mother Teresa

It is possible to move men, through God, by prayer alone.
— Hudson Taylor

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  + LENT + EASTER  +  PENTECOST  +

LENT  SEASON
Ash Wednesday begins the journey of Lent. Its theme is repentance and renewal. Ashes
are placed on the forehead as a sign of repentance remembering that “from dust you
came and to dust you shall return.” Beginning with Ash Wednesday the call that
prevails throughout the Lenten journey is to “create and make in us new and contrite
hearts.” While it is God who creates that new heart in us through grace, we are called
on to receive God’s grace in repentance, a turning from our sin, and in faith, a turning
toward God. We are assisted in this journey of turning through fasting, prayer, and
giving—external disciplines that order and organize the internal experience of our
continuing conversion. We walk with Christ toward Good Friday and Easter as we
contemplate the sacrifice he will make.
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, March 06, 2022
1st Sunday in Lent

10:30 am

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship                                                                               Psalm 46:1-3, 7

Minister: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

People: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.

All: The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Rejoice The Lord Is King
John Darwall and Charles Wesley

Rejoice the Lord is King
Your Lord and King adore
Mortals give thanks and sing
And triumph evermore

Jesus the Saviour reigns
The God of truth and love
When He had purged our stains
He took His seat above

Rejoice in glorious hope
Jesus the Judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home

Confession of Faith Westminster Shorter Catechism Q. 99 & Q. 100

Minister: Q. 99. What rule has God given for our direction in prayer?

All: The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer, but the
special rule of direction is the form of prayer that Christ taught
his disciples, commonly called the Lord’s prayer.

Minister: Q. 100. What does the preface of the Lord’s prayer teach us?

All: The preface of the Lord’s prayer, which is, “Our Father who is
in heaven,” teaches us to draw near to God with a full holy
reverence and confidence, and as children who draw near to a
father able and ready to help us. Also, it teaches us that we
should pray with and for others.
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Prayer of Adoration

Song of Adoration His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father, so tender, is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Chorus:
Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more (Chorus)

_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal                                                                                  2 Cor. 5:16-19

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation.
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Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer:

We confess that it is easy for us to sacrifice our convictions for convenience, your
standards for status, your principles for promotion, your absolutes for our
ambition, our souls for shallow and unsatisfying success.

How easily we are seduced by power, prestige, pleasure or possessions - seduced
into violating our integrity or harming our fellowship with you.

From earth's fullest bliss we turn to you again, unfilled. Forgive us our sins. In the
name of him who had no sin we pray. Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement 2 Cor. 5:20-21

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
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Song of Thanksgiving We Will Feast In The House Of Zion
Sandra McCracken

Chorus
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things we will say together
We will feast and weep no more

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord our God
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld protected gathered up (Chorus)

In the dark of night before the dawn
My soul be not afraid
For the promised morning oh how long
Oh God of Jacob be my strength (Chorus)

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together bring shalom (Chorus)

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

The Peace of God and Announcements

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!
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If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Matthew 6:5-14

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name,10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give
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us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will
not forgive your sins.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright
Hardest Thing to Do

SERMON ON THE MOUNT

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus
Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which
proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to
live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as
guidelines. We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ,
and with his people, the church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion Jesus With Thy Church Abide
Thomas Benson Pollock

Jesus with Thy church abide
Be her Savior Lord and Guide
While on earth her faith is tried
We beseech Thee hear us
We beseech Thee hear us

Keep her life and doctrine pure
Grant her patience to endure
Trusting in Thy promise sure
We beseech Thee hear us
We beseech Thee hear us

May she guide the poor and blind
Seek the lost until she find
And the broken-hearted bind
We beseech Thee hear us
We beseech Thee hear us
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment Jesus With Thy Church Abide
Thomas Benson Pollock

Arm her soldiers with the cross
Brave to suffer toil or loss
Counting earthly gain but dross
We beseech Thee hear us
We beseech Thee hear us

Benediction2 2 John 3

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s
Son, will be with us in truth and love.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music3

Rae Moses, piano Damon Henrichs, guitar

3All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.

2 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to
keep you in the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill
out the visitor information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to
meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
● Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
● Our church website, https://www.gracewoodlands.org/
● Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and

offerings to our Savior for January 2022.

January GF Budget                                79,583

Actual January GF Receipts                 53,333

Variance                                                  (26,250)                     *2022 GF Budget 955,000

2022 NEW Online Giving Link: https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/giving.
2021 Giving Statements have been mailed to you. If you did not receive yours, please
contact Dianna in the church office at 281-296-0911 or admin@gracewoodlands.org.

Children's Ministries:
● Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.

● Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of
the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.
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Banners Explained: The change of colors for Lent and the following Sundays helps
communicate the movement of sacred time as well as our journeys. The color purple is
a visual reminder of our need for repentance and self-examination.

On the banner to the right is an acanthus. It is the leaf that you see all over classic
Greek and Roman architecture. It is a thorny plant, and a few have speculated that it
may have been the source of the crown of thorns. Within Christianity, the thorns are a
symbol of pain, and of sin and its punishment. It was regarded in ancient times by
pagans as a symbol of death and rebirth.

On the other is a thistle. The thistle is a symbol of temporal sorrow and the curse of
sin from the story of the Fall. Because the thistle is a thorny bush, it also is often
portrayed as the source of Christ's crown of thorns. Because thistles flourish to crowd
out useful crops, they have also been used to represent the "tares" or weeds written of
in Matthew 13.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www. gracewoodlands.org
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_______________ Sermon Notes _______________
Matthew 6:5-14

Hardest Thing to Do
SERMON ON THE MOUNT
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