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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Brad Wright
Lead Pastor
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Caleb McDuffee
Student Ministries

Kate Weimar
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Rob McIntosh
Mark Moore
Andy Yung
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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Reflections

Believers are never told to become one; we already are one and are expected to act
like it.

— Joni Eareckson Tada

Be united with other Christians. A wall with loose bricks is not good. The bricks
must be cemented together.

— Corrie Ten Boom

The Christian community is a community of the cross, for it has been brought into
being by the cross, and the focus of its worship is the Lamb once slain, now
glorified. So the community of the cross is a community of celebration, a eucharistic
community, ceaselessly offering to God through Christ the sacrifice of our praise
and thanksgiving. The Christian life is an unending festival. And the festival we
keep, now that our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed for us, is a joyful celebration
of his sacrifice, together with a spiritual feasting upon it.

— John Stott

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS  +  EPIPHANY  +  LENT  + EASTER +  PENTECOST  +

Easter
In the Christian year, Easter is indeed an event-the event of the glorious resurrection of
Jesus from the dead. Easter is the source event of all the events of the Christian year. It
is like the neck of the hourglass. Every event of the Christian year flows into Easter,
even as all the events of the Christian year flow from Easter. The notion that Christ
must be resurrected in us is a primary theme for Easter Sunday. Indeed the personal
dimension of the entire Christian year flows from this subjective experience of the
Easter event. If Christ has truly been raised in us, then we can experience the waiting
of Advent and the joy of Christmas. We can become an epiphany. We can truly walk
the Lenten road that leads us to the resurrection. Easter is also a season that extends
from Easter Sunday to Pentecost, taking us through Jesus' ascension to the beginning
of the church.

Webber, Robert E.. Ancient-Future Time (Ancient-Future): Forming Spirituality through the
Christian Year
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Grace Presbyterian Church

The Lord’s Day, May 8, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Eastertide

10:30 am

Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Psalm 36:5-9

Minister: Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the
skies. Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your justice
like the great deep.

People: How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in
the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance you provide.

All: For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise All Creatures Of Our God And King
Brent Milligan, William Henry Draper, David Crowder

All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing
O praise Him alleluia
Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heav'n along
O praise Him alleluia
Thou rising moon in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Let all things their Creator bless
And worship Him in humbleness
O praise Him alleluia
Praise praise the Father praise the Son
And praise the Spirit three in One
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Prayer of Adoration
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Confession of Faith Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic2 church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

2 that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places
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Song of Adoration Come People Of The Risen King
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Stuart Townend

Come people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in

Chorus:
Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice
One heart one voice
O Church of Christ rejoice

Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace

Come young and old from ev'ry land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The truth that cries through ev'ry age
Our God is all in all
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_______________Renewal_______________

Call to Renewal                                                                            Philippians 1:27

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Confession of Sin

Minister
and People:

Almighty God, you who shaped out of nothing all that is, forgive us for returning to
you empty-handed. You who called for the light, forgive our preference for the dark.
You who sent John the Baptizer to be a voice crying, forgive our unwillingness to
say nothing at all. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within
us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement Philippians 4:12-13

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned
the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me
strength.
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Song of Thanksgiving 10000 Reasons Bless the Lord
Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram, and Scott Ligertwood

Chorus:
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes (chorus)

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find (chorus)

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore (chorus)

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen!

Honoring our Mothers
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The Peace of God and Announcements

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.

Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
In heaven above and earth below
Praise God the Father and the Son
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one. Amen.

Announcements

_______________Commitment_______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.
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Scripture Reading Philippians 1:27-2:4

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will
know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of
the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is
a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him,
but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw
I had, and now hear that I still have.

2:1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Pastor Brad Wright

The Power of a Disciple
THE MIND OF A DISCIPLE

_______________Communion_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is the family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more
faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that
this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the
church.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

Song of Communion His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father, so tender, is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Chorus
Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed): Lord Jesus, thank you for placing
me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love
you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and
the life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever
before believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to you, the author
and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and
in a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the
necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.
Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Once the stations are ready, please come forward, row by row, to receive the
elements. Once everyone has returned to their seat, we will stand together and sing
the final verse from our Song of Commitment.
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Song of Commitment His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Chorus:
Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more (2x)

Benediction3 Ephesians 3:16-19

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer
your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

3 The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Worship Music4

Brent Allmon, sax
Fang Daniels, cello
Damon Henrichs, guitar
Rae Moses, piano
Jennifer Reddick, flute

____________ Announcements ____________

Welcome, Guests to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to
keep you in the loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill
out the visitor information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to
meet you!

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved
throughout the week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link

to the app.
●Our church website, https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship Update: Thank you so much for your generous gifts to our Savior for
March 2022.

General Fund Giving for March: $100,361
$238,749: Jan. - March 2022 General Fund Budget
$200,674: Jan. - March Actual General Fund Income
($38,075): 2021 Variance                                                         *2022 GF Budget 955,000

2022 NEW Online Giving Link: https://gpcwoodlands.churchcenter.com/giving.
2021 Giving Statements have been mailed to you. If you did not receive yours, please
contact Dianna in the church office at 281-296-0911 or admin@gpcwoodlands.org.

4All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.
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Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years)

provide a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. Our Staff welcomes
the opportunity to love your child! When using the nursery, please check-in and
label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. If you have any questions
about the Nursery, contact our Children's Ministry Coordinator, Kate Weimar, at
kate@gracewoodlands.org.
●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of

the peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit
worship. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families to
observe communion with the rest of the church body. We will gather in room 108 in
the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s sermon.
●VBS: Our God’s Wonder Lab VBS will be June 6th-10th. Children ages 4-entering 4th

grade in Fall 2022 are eligible to attend.  Register today at
https://www.gpcwoodlands.org/2022-summer-vbs.

Banners Explained: Easter Sunday begins a fifty-day season of renewal known as
Eastertide. This season is marked by white banners that will hang in the sanctuary
until the Day of Pentecost.

The banner on the left is a reproduction of one found in ancient catacombs. The
white background represents newness, freshness, and purity; the red of the cross
symbolizes the work that Jesus did on our behalf. It is complemented with the first and
last letters of the Greek name for Jesus (IC), the first and last letters of the Greek word
for Christ (XC), and the Greek word for Conqueror (NIKA). The short bars above the
letters indicate that they are abbreviations.

On the right, the circle of the Celtic Cross is a symbol of eternity as well but
emphasizing the endlessness of God’s love as shown through Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross.

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
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