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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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________________Reflections________________

God has a purpose behind every problem. He uses circumstances to develop our
character. In fact, he depends more on circumstances to make us like Jesus than
he depends on our reading the Bible.

– Rick Warren

God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfill His promises,
leading us along the best and straightest paths to Himself.

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?
– Corrie ten Boom

+  ADVENT  +  CHRISTMAS + EPIPHANY + LENT  + EASTER  + PENTECOST +
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Grace Presbyterian Church
August 1, 2021

10:30 AM

Prelude

Words of Welcome1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship Romans 11:33-36

Minister: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!

People: “Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”

“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”

For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

1 As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise Praise To The Lord The Almighty
Catherine Winkworth and Joachim Neander

Praise to the Lord the Almighty
The King of creation
O my soul praise Him
For He is thy health and salvation
All ye who hear now to His temple draw near
Praise Him in glad adoration

Praise to the Lord Who over all things
So wondrously reigneth
Shelters thee under His wings
Yea so gently sustaineth
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been
Granted in what He ordaineth

Praise to the Lord Who doth prosper
Thy work and defend thee
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
If with His love He befriend thee

Praise to the Lord
O let all that is in me adore Him
All that hath life and breath
Come now with praises before Him
Let the amen sound from His people again
Gladly for all we adore Him

Prayer of Adoration
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Confession of Faith                                                            The Apostles’ Creed2

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.3
The third day he arose again;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,4
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

_____________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading Matthew 20:25-28

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

4 That is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.
3 That is, Christ truly died and remained under the power of death until his resurrection.

2 This creed is a concise summary of apostolic teaching, dating in its earliest form to the 2nd century, and originally used as a baptismal
confession of basic Christian beliefs.
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Confession of Sin

Minister
& People:

Most merciful God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, yet was
without sin, we confess before you our own sinfulness; we have hungered after
that which does not satisfy, we have compromised with evil; we have doubted
your power to protect us.

Forgive our lack of faith; have mercy on our weakness. Restore in us such a trust
and love that we may walk in your ways and delight in doing your will. Amen.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement Isaiah 44:21-23

“Remember these things, Jacob,
for you, Israel, are my servant.

I have made you, you are my servant;
Israel, I will not forget you.

I have swept away your offenses like a cloud,
your sins like the morning mist.

Return to me,
for I have redeemed you.”

Sing for joy, you heavens, for the Lord has done this;
shout aloud, you earth beneath.

Burst into song, you mountains,
you forests and all your trees,

for the Lord has redeemed Jacob,
he displays his glory in Israel."
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Song of Thanksgiving Nothing But The Blood
Robert Lowry

What can wash away my sin
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
What can make me whole again
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Chorus
O precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

For my pardon this I see
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
For my cleansing this my plea
Nothing but the blood of Jesus (chorus)

Nothing can for sin atone
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
Naught of good that I have done
Nothing but the blood of Jesus (chorus)

This is all my hope and peace
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
This is all my righteousness
Nothing but the blood of Jesus (chorus)

Peace of God

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you!

People: And also with you.

If parents prefer, children 4 years old – 2nd grade
are invited to attend Children’s Church in the Education Building at this time.
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Doxology Thomas Ken & Bob Kauflin

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
In heaven above and earth below:
Praise God the Father and the Son,
Praise God the Spirit, three-in-one.

The Prayers of the People (concluded with the Lord’s prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen!

_______________Commitment______________

The Offering

The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading Psalm 42

1 As the deer pants for streams of water,
so my soul pants for you, my God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When can I go and meet with God?

3 My tears have been my food
day and night,

while people say to me all day long,
“Where is your God?”

4 These things I remember
as I pour out my soul:

how I used to go to the house of God
under the protection of the Mighty One
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with shouts of joy and praise
among the festive throng.

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.

6 My soul is downcast within me;
therefore I will remember you

from the land of the Jordan,
the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep
in the roar of your waterfalls;

all your waves and breakers
have swept over me.

8 By day the Lord directs his love,
at night his song is with me—
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I say to God my Rock,
“Why have you forgotten me?

Why must I go about mourning,
oppressed by the enemy?”

10 My bones suffer mortal agony
as my foes taunt me,

saying to me all day long,
“Where is your God?”

11 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.

Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.

People: Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Pastor Bradley Wright
PREPARING FOR THE JOURNEY

SUMMER PSALMS

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: Therefore, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!

______________COMMUNION_______________

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion is a family meal for Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to
partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the
gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully
for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you
to spend this time in prayer using the prayers that follow as guidelines. We hope that this time is
helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the church.
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Song of Communion In Christ Alone
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
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Prayer of Consecration and the Words of Institution

Prayer for those not communing:

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and
more to know you, to love you, and to follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you, as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the
sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking only to
you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup
To open your elements, peel back the first plastic seal to expose the unleavened wafer.
Then peel back the second plastic seal to expose the juice. Once opened, please hold the
elements until all have been received so we can celebrate this meal together. If you
need gluten-free elements, please let an usher know.
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Song of Commitment In Christ Alone
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Benediction5 Numbers 6:24-26

“The Lord bless you
and keep you;

25 the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;

26 the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.”

Dismissal

Minister: Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world
as those who love our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service
to pray with you or to answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

5The benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world.  God declares his own favor toward his people.
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Worship Music6

Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Grace Presbyterian Church.

Rae Moses, piano Damon Henrichs, guitar

______________ Sermon Notes ______________
Psalm 42

PREPARING FOR THE JOURNEY

SUMMER PSALMS

6All songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission
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____________ Announcements ____________

Ways to Connect at Grace where you can explore, engage, and get involved throughout the
week.
●Church Center App (GPC Woodlands), use this QR code for a quick link to the

app.
●Our church website, https://www.gracewoodlands.org/
●Our GPCGuest WIFI password is GPCGPC.

Stewardship: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings to our Savior
for June 2021.

General Fund Giving for June - $33,481
$431,796: January-June 2021 General Fund Budget
$301,902: January-June Actual General Fund Income
($129,894): 2021 Variance

Online Giving Link: https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/Giving/grac8989200.
To access your own giving records: https://gracewoodlands.elexiochms.com/user/login

____________ Welcome, Guests! ____________

Welcome to Grace Presbyterian Church! If you would like us to keep you in the
loop with what's going on at GPC, please take a moment to fill out the visitor
information form by using the QR code. We would be happy to meet you!

Children's Ministries:
●Parents of Infants-Three-Yr Olds: Our nursery classes (ages 8 weeks thru 3 years) provide

a warm, nurturing, and well-supervised environment. When using the nursery, please
check-in and label all items (bags, cups, etc.) with your child’s name. Questions about the
Nursery, email Kate Weimar, at kate@gracewoodlands.org.

●Children’s Church is for children ages 4 through 2nd grade. During the passing of the
peace, the children line up with their leader in the back of the sanctuary to exit worship. We
will gather in room 108 in the Education Building to sing songs, pray, and hear a children’s
sermon. During the song of communion, children will rejoin their families.

●Water Day: Children's Ministry will be hosting a back-to-school water day for our kids ages
4 years old through 6th grade on Aug. 8th from 5 pm to 6:30 pm. We will have relays, slip n
slides, water balloons, and more to kick off the new school year. Invite your friends and
join us on the 8th!

8989   Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX, 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911
www.gracewoodlands.org
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